
The following note is unavoi-

dable: Exams! I wish you all 

the luck in your preparations 

and I sincerely hope you will 

all do well. Of course, all 

work and no play make Jack a 

dull boy. Therefore, in order 

to avoid scary scenes which 

include the words “Here’s 

Johny”, we will give you so-

mething to look forward to. 

A reward, called The End of 

Exams Party, which will pro-

bably take place on Friday 

January 31. An ideal opportu-

nity to get rid of all the stress 

and heavy emotions that you 

faced during the exam period. 

Come and join us for a refres-

hing drink, a nice slice of pizza 

and an exciting game.  

Happy New Year, 

Stijn 

Hi everybody, 

The first period 

of this new aca-

demic year is 

slowly coming to 

an end and as 

everyone knows: 

“Winter is co-

ming”. This me-

ans that we will hopefully 

leave the November rain be-

hind and welcome the snow 

and cold of January and Fe-

bruary. At this time, weather 

conditions have not been too 

harsh on us, so especially for 

the first year students: You 

ain’t seen nothing yet ;-).  I 

hope that you are all prepa-

red and that you have fores-

een some warm clothing, 

because it appears that it will 

be a very heavy winter, with 

temperatures dropping to -

20°C.  

Next, I would like to thank 

the brave students who faced 

the heavy rainfall on the eve-

ning of our bowling activity. 

Strikes were not an excepti-

on and I could see a lot of 

smiling faces, so I think every-

one was having fun. The ice-

skating event was also a huge 

success. Even though there 

were some frightened faces in 

the beginning, I could even 

see people dancing on the ice 

by the time we had to leave. 

Maybe some of you got in 

closer contact to the ice than 

they intended at first, but I 

noticed a lot of laughter and 

joy. For those who enjoyed it, 

try to convince your fellow 

students to join the next ska-

ting activity, which will take 

place next March. 

Foreword from the Vice-President 
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Keep in mind... 
31 January — End of Exams Party! 
 
1 March — City trip to Dinant! 
 
12 March — World Evening! 
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Sung-Kyung Kang 
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Jenever Fest 

J O S S  N E W S L E T T E R  

free drinks too! We have a 

similar culture when it comes 

to alcoholic beverages as our 

widely popular liquor is Soju, 

which is made from rice, 

wheat and barley. I personally 

prefer another kind of rice 

wine called Makgeolli. Just in 

case you happen to visit 

South Korea, I recommend 

you try them as well.   

 

 I thank JOSS for organizing 

this event for us and provid-

ing one of the 1st unforgetta-

ble memories I will have of 

Hasselt. It has been a refresh-

ing break and a great chance 

to get acquainted. I sincerely 

had a great time and I look 

forward to more activities the 

JOSS organization will be 

spearheading. 

 

I am Sungkyung, from South 

Korea. My country is located 

east of China and west of 

Japan. I just wanted to start 

with that because I get mixed 

up with the Chinese and Japa-

nese very often. I am a first 

year student in the Master in 

Biostatistics program. I am 

here to share my experience 

with my first Jenever feast.  

 

It's my first time to hear 

about Jenever feast since I 

came from another side of 

the world. The poster by 

JOSS gave me an idea that it 

is a drink that the city of Has-

selt is famous for and that 

free tasting is included. At 

first, I hesitated. But later on I 

told myself to just go and try 

it. Since I am the only Korean 

in the Master’s program, it 

would be a great opportunity 

to gain friends and 

get to know  other 

students and proba-

bly gain some new 

friends. JOSS organ-

ized a tour in the 

Jenever Museum 

which helped us un-

derstand when and 

where this festival originated. 

We were also able to sample 

the Jenever itself as they 

were giving the drinks out for 

free.  

 

I was able to meet some of 

my classmates and even meet 

new people from the 2nd 

year as well as some PhD 

students. This has been a  

very unique experience for 

me because in our country it 

is very different in how stu-

dents from different levels 

mingle. I felt one with every-

one as there was no distinc-

tion between the level of you 

are in or if you are doing 

your masters or your PhD. 

There was a sense of camara-

derie as everyone just partied 

in the streets and enjoyed 

each other’s company and the 



Ice Skating 
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Talk about having an awesome first 

time experience, this is absolutely 

it! 

Often times 

we have all 

been told 

never to judge 

a book by the 

cover, never 

assume any-

thing is so 

easy until you 

have tried it 

and then have 

a first hand 

opinion about it. Well, I have seen 

several movies and TV shows and 

every time I saw skaters I often 

imagined it was something really 

easy. 

Coming from a continent where 

you barely experience temperature 

lower than 25 degrees, it is uncom-

mon to find places where you can 

skate. There might actually be a 

few countries with a few places for 

this, but I am sure it is not very 

common, personally I never had a 

chance to try this until today (2nd, 

December 2013). Since I arrived in 

Belgium in late September, I have 

encountered series of difficulties, 

ranging from figuring out the right 

buses to take (and not ending up in 

Amsterdam) to being unable to 

express myself at the local store 

due to my inability to speak 

Dutch language, however, along-

side being one of the best experi-

ences I have had since I arrived 

here, it also turned out being one 

of the scariest things I have ever 

had to do. 

I was really excited when I heard 

that JOSS had organised 

a skating event for students of 

the faculty not because I have 

ever tried skating but because I 

wanted to have a little time doing 

something other than studying. 

Finally, a number of us were 

taken to a skating center in Has-

selt today and even though I 

imagined it would be easy 

(exactly my thought whenever I 

saw it on the television) it turned 

out to be not so easy (not want-

ing to use the word 'difficult'). I 

experienced grown men and la-

dies falling so many times on 

the ice and even 'yours sincerely'.  

Several times I told myself maybe 

sticking to Regression and 

ANOVA is actually easier. In the 

pictures, you will see great Stat-

isticians falling in their numbers 

and our best friend became the 

inanimate side wall (I hope the 

pictures can tell you a little more 

than I can). 

There are no words to describe 

how scary it was but one thing I 

can say for sure is that this is one 

of the most exciting things I have 

done in Belgium and look for-

ward to visiting more places like 

this for more fun time and hope-

fully less fall this time. 

Leroy Ovbude 

1st Year Biostatistics 
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Bowling “An experience it was” 
It was 6th November 2013, 

when the clock hit 17:15hrs 

the members were fully gath-

ered in Agora for yet an-

other Joss bowling event. 

From the look in the faces 

the expectations seemed 

pretty diverse. Indeed it 

looked to be such another 

opportunity to have that 

health talk and breathe free 

of the usual statistical models 

and related phenomenon. 

 

Off we set to Health city. 

Within a short time, forma-

tion of groups, change of 

shoes and taking position at 

different bowling lanes fol-

lowed in sequence and 

BOOM it was time to begin. 

With each group on its own 

lane, the game started. 

 

At the start boos and laugh-

ter across most groups were 

heard and these were espe-

cially in mockery of the many 

players who could miss out 

all the pins (getting zero 

score). Indeed it seemed an 

interesting challenge to 

many. But with more trials 

we slowly mastered the art 

of hitting the pins and acquir-

ing the points "the more ex-

perienced continuously 

guided the less" and as the 

game 

proceeded, the rhythm of 

boos tremendously changed, 

this time it was congratula-

tory and applause rather than 

mockery. Players were scor-

ing more and more points 

and it was becoming more 

fun and as the end neared, 

players were always impa-

tiently waiting for their turns. 

Specifically for my group slot-

ting the ball slowly but rather 

more calculatedly proved a 

reliable technique more so to 

the ladies who had earlier felt 

that the weight of some balls 

was somehow extreme yet it 

required some energy to 

throw the ball. 

 

Not to forget the free drink that 

was freely availed by Joss that 

J O S S  N E W S L E T T E R  

Ashiraf Mawanda 
2nt-Year ICP Biostatisics 



could constantly soothe your esophagus after each trial 

as you rethink your tactics for the next trial. 

 

Though it was my second time of playing bowling, I 

couldn't believe my score. And to many, their scores 

were indeed awesome given their experience more 

so gained in one day (call them a few minutes). It 

was indeed a great and fun-filled moment, much 

more than just bowling. So next time I urge every-

one not to miss out. You don't require any prior 

experience to enjoy this TRUST ME. So see you in 

numbers for the next bowling event and with more 

vigor. 

 

Bowling cont... 
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The above plot displays the distribu-
tion of the scores by team. Each point 
represents a player. On the average, 
the 4th team scored best. The top 3 
players were Eva (136 pts.), Stijn (121 
pts) and Ashiraf (115 pts). 

From xkcd.com 

Statistical Comic... 
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FRIDAY SOCCER: What, Why, and How  
In every society and 

culture, there are many 

things in common and 

many differences but 

there is one thing that 

links us all. This is what 

we all know as 'sports'. 

Sports are a way of life in 

many nationalities and cul-

tures. Sports are a way to get 

away from the everyday 

works and hassles of life. 

There are numerous varieties 

in sport but there is one 

sport that is known in every 

corner of the world… and 

this sport is 'soccer'. Soccer is 

a sport that is played in every 

continent in the world, it is 

the one and only sport with-

out borders. This is so, be-

cause soccer is a sport which 

all can participate and enjoy 

in, all can be as one. Soccer is 

also a sport that doesn't 

really need many compo-

nents. One may get a couple 

of people together and a 

round ball and start kicking it 

around and that may be con-

sidered soccer. Cost effi-

ciency is one of the major 

reasons soccer has grown 

and still is growing through-

out the world. Soccer is the 

most exciting sport because 

its action is non-stop, because 

its skills are impressive and 

because it demands such high 

loyalty. 

Soccer is over 2,000 years 

old. In ancient China, soccer 

was called 'tsu chu', meaning 

"to kick the ball with the 

feet". The Chinese used a 

leather ball and had goal posts 

30 feet high. The Romans 

called soccer 'harpastum'. In 

eleventh century England, two 

villages would play against 

each other; up to 500 people 

would be on each team. The 

game would begin at the mid-

point between two villages. 

Instead of a ball, the players 

hit a human skull; they later 

used an inflated animal blad-

der. The game ended when a 

team hit the center point of 

the opposing village. 

Today, a soccer team consists 

of eleven members: eight 

offensive and three defensive 

players. The offensive players 

are outside and inside right 

forward, center forward, out-

side and inside left forward, 

right halfback, left halfback, 

and center halfback. The de-

fensive positions are goalie, 

right fullback, and left fullback. 

The responsibility of the of-

fensive players is to score 

goals, while the defensive 

players are to keep the other 

team from scoring any goals. 

Soccer rules are different 

from other sports rules. One 

rule that has stayed the same 

since soccer began is only the 

goalie may touch the ball with 

his hands. Players are not 

allowed to trip, hold, shove, 

push, kick or strike any other 

player on the field. When 

players break these rules, the 

other team gets the ball and 

may be given a free shot to 

earn a goal. 

Each team may have eleven 

players on the field at the 

J O S S  N E W S L E T T E R  

Abdallah Kabwaago 
2nd-Year  ICP Biostatisics 
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Shin guards offer leg protection. To-

day, there are two styles of shin 

guards: plastic-cased shin guards that 

are worn under the socks and socks 

that have shin guards sewn into them. 

Goalies wear knee pads, elbow pads 

and depending on league rules, hel-

mets. They also wear sliding pads on 

their legs, long sleeved shirts, and 

long pants. They all wear gloves. Male 

goalies wear plastic protective cups 

and athletic supporters. 

The soccer ball is made of rubber or 

leather. Sizes range from size 3 to 5. 

Players who are ages 6-11 usually use 

the size 4 balls; older players and 

professional athletes use the size 5 

balls. The cost of a soccer ball begins 

at ten dollars and increases, depend-

ing on what the ball is made of and 

whether or not there are profes-

sional soccer player autographs on 

the ball. 

Prior to playing a soccer game, play-

ers warm-up. Warming-

up wakes up a player's 

muscles and gets them 

ready to play soccer. A 

couple of the warm-up 

stretches are the pretzel 

and the butterfly. Run-

ning laps is another 

warm-up exercise. A 

popular stretch that 

works the hamstring is 

to bend the leg at the 

knee and hold it up to the backside 

for a count of ten. 

The length of a soccer game varies, 

depending on players ages. An adult 

game is made-up of two 45-minute 

halves. Before the game, the refe-

ree calls each team captain to the 

center of the field . A coin is 

tossed; the captain that wins the 

coin toss can either choose to re-

ceive the ball or select his team's 

side of the field. At kick-off, the 

team not receiving the ball must be 

ten yards away from the ball. The 

objective of the game is to move 

the ball down the field and score 

goals by kicking the ball through the 

opponent's net. When the game 

ends, the team with the most goals 

wins. Every time one team scores, 

the other team receives a kickoff. 

As with other sports, there are 

some very specific procedures. In 

soccer, these are called 'starts and 

restarts' and are all related to 

where players are on the field in 

relation to where the ball is. 

JOSS in conjunction with Fitlink at 

UHasselt provide us with the opportu-

nity to relax the body through an all 

round game like soccer on every Friday 

of the week from 17:00hrs to 

19:00hrs. This has not only provided 

my body with physical fitness but  also 

replenishes my brain washing away 

the stress after a weeklong of lectures. 

same time. The players should be 

dressed in shorts, shirts, stockings, 

and cleats. If both teams agree, ten-

nis shoes may be worn instead of 

cleats. Shin guards are optional. 

Players wear the same uniforms as 

their teammates. The goalie must 

wear a different color jersey, so he 

can be indentified as the goalie. 

Sometimes the team will wear 

matching socks or stockings, but this 

is not required. Some people think 

the selection of socks is difficult, but 

they're incorrect; as long as the 

stockings selected match the uniform 

and are comfortable, they're fine. 

Good soccer shoes should be light-

weight, flexible, padded, and allow 

the player to make sharp pivots. Soc-

cer shoes are called cleats because 

they have rubber or metal screws on 

the bottom of them. The cleats allow 

the players to make sharp turns 

without slipping. 

Soccer cont... 



Trip to Brussels 
We had been waiting 

for this day and when it 

finally arrived, you could 

see the excitement on 

everyone’s face.  Who 

wouldn’t love visiting 

such a big city famous for its 

vibrant atmosphere enhanced 

by picturesque medieval 

streets, lively squares, impres-

sive monuments, interesting 

restaurants and an active 

cultural life? This was also 

the first time for most of us 

to really go outside of Has-

selt since arriving in Belgium 

in September. 

 

Although it was foggy and 

the temperatures were at 

their lowest, we couldn’t let 

the bad weather dampen our 

spirits. The journey to Brus-

sels was by bus and this gave 

us an opportunity to get a 

good view of the countryside, 

which is laced, with canopy 

trees and large farms.  

 

On arrival, our first stop was 

‘Parlamentarium’, which we 

later learnt is European Parlia-

ment. We toured the Visitors’ 

center of the parliament and 

the experience was fascinating. 

The interactive multimedia dis-

plays guided us through the 

journey of European integration 

to form the European union and 

its impact on our everyday lives. 

Moreover, we also got to learn 

the history of several cities in 

Europe and also the process by 

which proposals have to go 

through to become law. 

 

After this we headed to the 

Market Square. It was filled with 

throngs of people and several 

activities were taking place like 

singing, dancing etc.  Further-

more, there were several old 

buildings that date back several 

decades, symbolic statues show-

casing the culture and history of 

Belgium. We also got a chance 

to visit remarkable shopping 

malls with a wide variety of 

items. 

 

The peak of the trip was a visit 

to the “Atomium”, a unique 

landmark of Expo ’58. The sight 

was breath taking.  It reminded 

me of high school chemistry, 

the structure of the atom. The 

architectural design is marvel-

ous, and was left wondering on 

learning that the architectures 

weren’t impressed with their 

design.  We visited all the 

“electrons” of the atom, which 

were connected to each other 

by “chemical bonds”. The ex-

perience was exciting and we 

got to learn so much about 

how the “Atomium” came to 

be. 

 

The trip ended here and we 

embarked on the journey back 

to Hasselt. The trip was a suc-

cess and it wasn’t only a fun day 

but a learning experience too. 

We are really grateful to the 

international Office for organiz-

ing the trip and giving us a 

chance to know more about 

Belgium. 

 

J O S S  N E W S L E T T E R  

Fridah Wanjala 
1st-Year  ICP Biostatisics 
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Universiteit Hasselt 

Agoralaan 1  

3590 Diepenbeek 

Feedback 

We welcome your comments and 
feedback on this newsletter. Please 

email your feedback to 

 

E-mail:  joss@uhasselt.be 

Joint Organization of Joint Organization of Joint Organization of Joint Organization of 

Statistics ScholarsStatistics ScholarsStatistics ScholarsStatistics Scholars    

Contributions: Contributions: Contributions: Contributions:     

If you would like to contribute an 
article or to let us know about a 

news item or an event in your life, 
please send an e-mail to 

 

E-mail:  joss@uhasselt.be 

    JOSS Item Collection of Censtat 
 

I can give you warmth, I'm 

round and I have one ear (that 

gets pulled a lot). 

Yep, I'm the JOSS coffee mug. 

You can use me to drink some-

thing, to show off with the nice 

"CENSTAT" logo on my belly, 

or just as a souvenir of your 

nice stay in Belgium. And this 

for only 5 euro. 

So, if you want to buy me, 

please hurry to Thomas, room E132. I will be waiting for you.  

 

The printed CenStat t-shirts 

with the CenStat logo and 

"Ten reasons to be a Statisti-

cian" are still available. For a 

very cheap price of 10 euro, 

you can avail of a high quality 

tee, and, not to mention, a 

nice souvenir from your days 

at UHasselt. You can ask any 

JOSS board member if you wish to purchase one . 

NEXT  
ACTIVITY.  .   . 

Web: Web: Web: Web:     

http://www.uhasselt.be/UH/

censtat/JOSS 

And join us on facebook! 


