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Hi everybody, 

The first semester is slowly coming to an end, and you 

and me know what that means: cold and grey weather, 

snow(?) and exams. Hence not such great news, but 

there is always the JOSS newsletter to help you through.  

I hope that all new students in the Master of Statistics 

program have been able to find their way around our uni-

versity, the surrounding areas, and of course in the Mas-

ter of Statistics program itself. The Introduction Day was 

already a great start. I hope that you all like the Belgian 

food and beer by now. Speaking of beer, I saw that some 

students already made an excellent beer choice on the 

JOSS Introduction Day. The full article on the Introduction 

Day can be found in this newsletter. 

As time flies, also the trip to the Jeneverfeesten and the 

bowling activity have already past. The Jeneverfeesten 

were a huge success with many students participating. 

Additionally, the weather was in our favour. It is always a 

great pleasure to introduce to you the specialties of my 

home town. Also a round of applause to those students 

that told me that they had their first taste of alcohol on 

the Jeneverfeesten. Starting with a Jenever: brave! On 

the bowling activity, strikes were not an exception and I 

could see a lot of smiling faces. I think everyone was hav-

ing fun. For me, it was a great success, with throwing the 

highest score from all bowlers. Was it beginner’s luck or 

my hidden bowling talent. Who will tell. Or did all others 

feared the wrath of the JOSS president… 

There is something special with this edition of the news-

letter. Did you notice it…? Yes, the layout of the JOSS 

newsletter has changed. After 5 year, Lisa thought it was 

time for a cutting edge update of our Newsletter. I want 

to thank Lisa for all the hard work she puts into this 

newsletter! 

The following note is unavoidable: Exams! I wish you all 

the luck in your preparations and I sincerely hope you will 

all do well. After the exams, a reward, the JOSS End of 

Exams Party will take place. Probably on Friday January 

30. Come and join us for a refreshing drink, a nice slice of 

pizza and an exciting game. 

I wish you all the best for the upcoming exams! 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year, 

Yannick 
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Introduction day 

Eva & Sammy—Joss Board 

The time was 1430 hrs, the day was Monday  

September the 29th. The silence in H1 was 

deafening. The newcomers were already 

seated, looking exhausted and a bit terrified  

after listening to professors Geert Mo-

lenberghs and  Marc Aerts outlining the tasks 

and expectations  that lay ahead of them as 

master of statistics students in Uhasselt.  

Many of them looked shaken but still deter-

mined to prove themselves to the challenge. 

Others seemed to contemplate whether they 

had made a wise decision to join such a high-

ly acclaimed master program. What if they 

didn’t make it? The fear seemed to hang low 

on them.  As they sat there listening to  Marc 

Thoelen highlight the beauty of Belgium and 

life as an international student in Uhasselt, 

their attention seemed to be drifting wide in 

the land of upcoming statistics homeworks 

and projects. The promises of city trips didn’t 

seem to lighten their faces at all.  When Ka-

rin Daniels and her ccg  team took to the 

stage to enlighten them on Christianity mat-

ters at campus, the attention spun seemed 

slightly longer. Indeed, the survival probabili-

ties in this master program needed to be 

maximized  and higher powers would be in-

valuable at such a crucial moment.     

When the JOSS team finally stepped up to 

the podium,   the task of putting hope of an 

enjoyable life to the new students during 

their study in Uhasselt seemed nothing but 

uphill.  Poor freshmen needed  a hero  to 

come to their rescue.  And JOSS did not dis-

appoint.  With  encouraging words like, “if we 

made it, you can  make it too”, the fear 

seemed to subside little by little.   Questions 

started flying here and there as the room 

came back to life. Within no time the room 

was abuzz with laughter and delightful mur-

murs as everybody seemed enchanted by the 

exciting JOSS presentation. With the pro-

spects of the highly rated  Belgian beer, the 

tasty Belgian cholate and unending calendar 

of JOSS fun activities, the team had found 

the newcomers soft-spot. Having officially in-

troduced the JOSS crew, the team led the 

newcomers in two groups around   their new 

learning environment, the classes, the li-

brary , the restaurant and last but not least 

the Censtat block, E.   

At 1530 the group led by Eva and Sammy 

was busy counting and recounting itself at 

the bus stop to make sure no one was left 

behind. The destination was Hasselt,  de stad 

van de smaak. Despite the drizzling weather, 
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JOSS Student  

Representatives 

Lisa—Joss Board 

the mood was jovial and here and there you 

could overhear giggles and ‘nice-to-meet you 

too’. After a quick (made even quicker by the 

drizzles)  tour of the famous city of Hasselt, 

the capital of taste, the team joined the other 

team led by Martin, Leacky and Trishanta in 

the Borrelhuis where JOSS treated the new-

comers to  a free  sample of the  renown Bel-

gian beer.  They were not disappointed. After 

a ‘do not drink and drive’ word with the high-

ly appreciative new members of the I-biostat 

student community, everyone was free to 

leave at will. 

 

 

 

This academic year a new position in the 

JOSS board was created: JOSS Student Rep-

resentatives.  

Their role is to represent master students in 

the JOSS Board. In this way we can close the 

gap between you and the board. The repre-

sentatives  will tell us what you all like doing 

on activities to come and give us feedback 

about past activities. Together, we will try to 

make the activities even more fun! 

Ask them about upcoming activities and read 

about their JOSS experiences in this newslet-

ter.  

This academic year your representatives are: 

 Valery Fuh NGWA  

 Edwin Njingti NFOR  

 Mohammed SALI DAUDA   

 Kassu Mehari BEYENE. 
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Who is SALI DAUDA Mohammed? 

I am SALI DAUDA Mohammes; Student 

of Masters Statistic (Epidemiology and 

Public Health Methodology), Undergra-

duate BSc in Medical Laboratory Scien-

ces from the Catholic University of Cen-

tral Africa. I am from Cameroon a coun-

try in the Central-West  part of Africa.  



 

 

October activity: 

Jenever Fest 

Leacky—Joss Board 

25th Edition of Hasselt Jenever festival… 

On October 18 and 19, the City of Hasselt 

was  abuzz with activities ranging from street 

marching bands, dancing, jugglers, snacks 

sellers amongst others- all in the name of 

marking the 25th edition of Jenever festival.  

JOSS chose to participate in this old tradition 

on Saturday the 18th . Most of the partici-

pants were at the agreed meeting  point in 

time, although  the rate at which latecomers 

kept trickling in would form a good research 

topic for queuing theory ‘lovers’. As had been 

promised by Sammy during the first year 

master students introduction day, the city 

was full of people of all backgrounds and on 

this particular day, it was evident there was a 

significantly higher number of smiling people 

in the streets compared to the other days of 

the year. 

The CENSTAT group’s Jenever tour started 

with a Joss sponsored drink, where every 

participant had the chance to try a drink of 

their choice. On offer were flavours such as 

cactus and waffle amongst others. There was 

also beer and soft drinks for the conserva-

tives or those who were doubtful of their al-

cohol tolerance levels. This was also an op-

portunity for quick introductions as the clus-

ters of acquaintances earlier observed quicky 

disintegrated. Some “Kodak moments’ were 

also in order. 

The hallmark of the event was of course the 

visit to the Jenever museum cumlinating in 

the unveling of the new Jenever of the year 

by the Hasselt City Mayor. Our well-informed 

Jenever historian a.k.a Martin Otava passion-

ately traced the history and process of mak-

ing Jenever from the grain to the bottle. De-

spite being initially upset by the structural al-

terations in the Jenever museum, he still was 

able to trace the chain of events with enthusi-

asm just as in the past  years, much to the 

awe of other museum visitors. 

Our museum tour guide finished the tour just 

in time for the unveiling of the new Jenever. 

We were all eager to taste it and share in the 

ambience of the small crowded arena- and 

enjoy we did. I must add that at this point 

there was evidence of some disappointed fac-

es both from ‘veterans’ who have attended 

past Jenever events and also ‘freshers’. The 

pure grain Jenever was a bit strong and sour 

for most people, with some African friends 

comparing is to some very strong local Afri-

can drinks they wouldn’t  normally touch back 

home. This did not however ruin the mood as 

was evident from the smiles during the group 

picture shoot right afterwards. 

The day would not have been complete with-

out a visit to the Borrelmanneke’s statue 

from which more Jenever would be flowing 

rather than water. After this, it was safe to 

assume everyone had had a good time. A 

quick check on the new students to confirm 

they all could recall their way home and tips 

on some more hangout joints and everyone 

was free to leave at their own pleasure. In-

deed the Quadranscentennial anniversary
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(silver jubilee J) of Jenever was successful 

and JOSS is proud to have been part of it. 

The day would not have been complete with-

out a visit to the Borrelmanneke’s statue 

from which more Jenever would be flowing 

rather than water. After this, it was safe to 

assume everyone had had a good time. A 

quick check on the new students to confirm 

they all could recall their way home and tips 

on some more hangout joints and everyone 

was free to leave at their own pleasure. In-

deed the Quadranscentennial anniversary

(silver jubilee J) of Jenever was successful 

and JOSS is proud to have been part of it. 

 

Go to the website www.censtat.be/

joss for more pictures of the 25th edi-

tion of the Jenever festival!! 
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http://www.censtat.be/joss
http://www.censtat.be/joss
http://www.jeneverfeesten.be/en/content/4522/program.html
http://www.jeneverfeesten.be/en/content/4522/program.html


 

 

November Activity: 

Bowling 

SALI Dauda MOHAMMED 

MSc Statistics (EPI) 

Talking about studies and nothing else but 

Statistics, here came a day not like any other 

day but the 6th November 2014. And what is 

so special about this day? Guess what; it is 

JOSS again, from what we know if we see 

JOSS members around our lecture hall, we 

know it is time to go catch some fun. As soon 

as the time was 17:15Hrs, all the members 

gathered at the Agora, since we all wanted to 

get some bit of the fun. Then we all moved to 

the fit link. Guess what? This one now was 

not the ordinary fun catching activity like any 

other ones we were used to: for example 

sightseeing, soccer, basketball just to name a 

few; It was ‘BOWLING…’ what I used to see 

on TV; Yes is in front of me and I will play 

myself not as a spectator but the main man. 

But I said to myself, ‘is it not only ball throw-

ing to hit some targets place at a certain dis-

tance, this is not going to be more than me’ 

but hey, seeing my name appear on the 

screen, this was my turn to play. After 

throwing the first ball, I came to realize; it 

was not all about ball throwing like any ordi-

nary one, it entails some techniques and 

mastery of the game. Playing a series of 

turns, it was so amazing, it became a com-

petition among peers in the same lane and 

there it goes competing among others on dif-

ferent lanes for a highest score bid; the 

cheering of good strikes of peers and ‘woo’ to 

losers, was the fascinating aspects of the 

game, and the funny projections on the 

screen for example ‘a Champaign or a Bravo 

for good strikes, a dead chicken for a loss of 

target’ splendid indeed. After a series of 

rounds with limits between (try an error and 

mastery), everyone could place his or herself 

to be a bowler or a looser; Added to the 

amazement, there come drinks; not just 

drinks but ‘free drinks’ and for everyone by 
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Ice Bucket 

Yannick—JOSS Board 

On the chilly evening of November the 

19th, the sitting JOSS president Yannick 

Vandendijck took his Ice Bucket Chal-

lenge (to be honest, it was more like wa-

ter bucket challenge) in front of the entire 

JOSS board. Yes, yes, it’s quite late... but 

they say, better late than never.  

 

Being conscious of the sense of urgency 

raised by the Ebola crisis, the board 

unanimously agreed to make a donation 

to the fight against Ebola. The donation 

will be channeled through the Save the 

Children Fund, who already have an Ebola 

response group. For more information on 

Save the Children, visit (http://

www.savethechildren.org/site/

c.8rKLIXMGIpI4E/b.9208421/k.244F/

Ebola_Response_in_West_Africa.htm)  

JOSS made a nice donation of 125 US 

dollars.  
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This plot displays the distribution of 

the scores on each lane. Each point 

represents a player. The average 

score was 79.94 (sd=24.77). The 

top 3 scores were all thrown at lane 

4 with respectively 136, 127 and 

126. However, as can be seen from 

the plot, the scores went wild on 

that lane. The players in lane 2 had 

the highest median score and the 

internal battle must have been excit-

ing. (Yannick JOSS president.) 

 

JOSS, that made my day. Standing on the 

lane for the last round, imagining when I will 

ever get the next opportunity to bowl this 

way again, came the concluding words from 

Leaky saying ‘We will look forward to future 

bowling opportunities for you guys, but that 

notwithstanding the bowling lanes are open 

to everyone for just a small token if you 

want to amuse yourselves any time’; That 

was reassuring and thanks to JOSS for initi-

ating us into this discipline of sports.   



 

 

Next activity -> Don’t miss it!! 

    JOSS 
Universiteit Hasselt 

Agoralaan 1 , 3590 Diepenbeek 

Joint Organization of Statistics 

Scholars 

Feedback: 

We welcome your comments and 
feedback on this newsletter. Please email 

your feedback to 
 

E-mail:  joss@uhasselt.be 

Contributions:  

If you would like to contribute an article 
or to let us know about a news item or 
an event in your life, please send an e-

mail to 
 

E-mail:  joss@uhasselt.be 

Web:  

www.censtat.be/joss  

-> Check out our new 

website!! 
and join us on facebook! 
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