
 
 
 

Diepenbeek, November 6, 2006 

 
NEWSLETTER - NEWSLETTER - NEWSLETTER 

 

 

 

Dear A²B²D members, dear students, 

  

It’s starting to get chilly outside, the clock had to be set back for one hour (one hour 

more to spend on your homework) …, autumn has arrived, winter is about to come.  

It’s time to get out your pair of gloves, and scarf and to hurry yet to another exciting 

lecture or working day.  But first, one more important thing to do: reading this 

newsletter.  Find out how your fellow-students of the ‘hotelschool’ got the new 

applied statistics students acquainted with Hasselt on the introduction day and who 

was imagining to have seen pink elephants on the Genever Feast.  As soon as you’ve 

read this newsletter, have a look at A²B²D’s website for the first steps of Tian Shu 

Yao on local television.  Will he follow Igwebuike Enweonye and become a local 

television celebrity?  

Wednesday November 8, the November graduation day for our Biostatistics students 

takes place (or maybe ‘took place’ by the time you read this).  For most of these 

students this ends their stay at our university.  We wish them good luck and a 

prosperous future and hope to keep in contact through our A²B²D newsletter and 

website.  

Finally, keep track of the first big event of the year: A²B²D’s Christmas party on 

December 21.  More announcements will follow on our website. 

 

Niel Hens 

Your president 

 

 

 

Alumni Applied, Biostatistics and Bioinformatics 
Diepenbeek (A²B²D) 
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Did you know ……… 
 

 

 

� That the Introduction Day for the new students was held last September 

29?  Read more about it in this issue. 

 

 

� That Roel Braekers got married last October 14?  Our congratulations to 

Roel and Elke and we wish them both all the best. 

 

 

� That membership for A2B2D is free?  But, in order to be on our members 

list, you will need to register online.  You may fill out the form online 

from A2B2D’s website or simply click on the following link: 

http://www.censtat.be/student/alumni/form.asp. 

 

 

� That some of our Applied Statistics students were interviewed on the 

local news during the Genever Festival?  You can read more about the 

festival in this issue and you can check out the newsclip at A2B2D’s 

website: ‘Applied students on prime time’. 

 

 

� That we are planning to have a Censtat t-shirt printed?  One idea is to put 

the top 10 reasons to be at Censtat….some suggestions are welcome! 
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Introduction Day 
by An Creemers 

 
 
 
At 10.00 on Friday September 29, 30 M.S. Applied Statistics students and the board 

of A²B²D gathered at Hasselt University to start the introduction day.  While drinking 

a cup of coffee, everyone listened to the welcome word of the new president of 

A²B²D, Niel Hens.  He explained a bit who A²B²D is and what we are doing.  After 

the welcome word, Dirk gave a presentation about the life on campus, about 

Diepenbeek, and about the activities of A²B²D.  This was quite a lot of information, so 

it was time for a small break, with more coffee. 

 

After this break, we were divided into groups, and started a tour through the 

university.  Board members told the students some useful information about the 

working of the university, like the copy machines, the IQ shop, the library etc. 

 

For the first year, the afternoon of the introduction day was organized by Hotelschool, 

a school in the center of Hasselt.  It started with a free lunch.  Thereafter, one by one 

the Applied Statistics students told something about themselves and about the country 

they come from.  There were students from all continents: Asia, Africa and America.  

Then, the students of Hotelschool showed a powerpoint presentation about the capital 

of Limburg, Hasselt, and after this presentation we explored this city by ourselves.  

The students of Hotelschool prepared a guided tour to show us some places like ‘De 

Post’, the train station, the police office, some stores, etc.  At the police office, there 

was even a policeman that told us how they are working.  Further, the use of free 

busses was explained and we passed by some statues, like the first inhabitants of 

Hasselt.  The end of the guided tour was in ‘t Borrelhuis, where we could taste some 

genever or beer. M.S. Biostatatistics students and other Applied Statistics students 

were joining us to end this day. 

 

We would like to thank the students of Hotelschool.  They organized a nice afternoon 

for the students. 
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Genever Feast 
by Jovanna Castro 

 
 

It was Saturday, October 21, almost 2 pm, and there were students of Applied and 

Bio- Statistics waiting in front of the Provincial Library.  The Applied students are a 

little shy, with a lot of expectation around the Genever Feast and, of course, they are 

ready to enjoy the day.  First task, to taste the Genever – for some of us it was our first 

cup of Genever following the 

tradition – and its flavor is really 

good.  After that, we went to the 

museum, there we got information 

about the production process, took 

some pictures with the machines, 

and the best part – drink more 

Genever, laugh at the show and 

take pictures with Miss Belgium 

and with the main authority of the 

city.  It was really great.  

 

But the day had more surprises and good moments for everyone.  Around 5 pm, we 

went the fountain which, for one hour once per year supplies Genever instead of 

water.  I filled my cup twice and it was not so difficult, although I have to 

acknowledge help of Dirk, 

who is much taller than 

me.  At the end of day I 

have drunk some cups of 

Genever, including other 

flavors like cactus and 

chocolate.  (Honestly, I 

cannot remember how 

many cups I drank this 

day, but that doesn’t 

matter.)  The goals were 

Jovanna having her first cup of Genever. 

That’s the mayor of Hasselt, Herman Reynders, on the left. 



 5 

achieved – enjoy the day, meet new people, and participate in one of the most 

important feasts.  I want to thank the Biostat students and the Hasselt community 

because the experience was really, really nice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Miss Belgium, Virginie Claes, with Censtat students.

 

Ivo Belet, Belgian politician and member of 
European Parliament, poses with the group. 

The mayor of Hasselt gets to know some of our students. 
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Activities 
 
Bowling 
 
Need a small break from all your schoolwork?  Come join us for a fun evening of 
bowling at Sportopolis on November 15 at 6 pm.  First game is sponsored by A2B2D! 
 
Ice Skating 
 
We are organizing an afternoon to go ice skating some time this month.  For those of 
you who have never tried it, this will a great time to do so.  Watch out for further 
announcements about this upcoming activity on our website. 
 
Soccer Games 
 
As part of the A2B2D sporting activities, it has become a tradition that Applied and 
Biostatistics students take time off every Friday afternoon for a football match.  This 
weekly event takes place in Fitlink sports centre from 6-7pm every Friday.  This is 
expected to be an interesting and particularly relaxing atmosphere.  And for free, you 
become physically fit.  Practical arrangements may be obtained from Arthur 
Kangombe, one of the Biostatistics students currently responsible for arranging 
games. 
 
Hope to see you there! 
 
Christmas Party 
 
Our annual Christmas party takes place December 21.  Keep an eye on our website for 
more updates. 
 
 
 
Informal Activities 
 
Students who would like to organize an activity, such as ice-skating, a movie etc. 
please feel free to contact Dirk and/or Philippe.  They will be happy to arrange the 
necessary equipment.  Ideas for other kinds of events are welcome too. 
 
 

Jokes 
 
Top ten reasons to be a statistician: 
 
1.        Estimating parameters is easier than dealing with real life.  
2.        Statisticians are significant  
3.        I always wanted to learn the entire Greek alphabet.  
4.        The probability a statistician major will get a job is > .9999.  
5.        If I flunk out I can always transfer to Engineering.  
6.        We do it with confidence, frequency, and variability.  
7.        You never have to be right - only close.  
8.        We're normal and everyone else is skewed.  
9.        The regression line looks better than the unemployment line.  
10.      No one knows what we do so we are always right. 


