
Foreword from the Vice-President 

Dear A²B²D members, dear students, 

 

In the name of the whole A²B²D board, I’d like to wish you a Happy New 
Year, une Bonne Année, Felice Anno Nuovo, Stastny Novy Rok, un Pros-
pero Ano Novo, and een Gelukkig Nieuwjaar!  We wish you and those 
close to you good health and all the best on both your personal and profes-
sional life, and of course, lots of success with the exams. 
 
Last week, Limburg changed into a nice white landscape with extremely 
cold temperatures, down to -21°C in Diepenbeek.  For most of you, this 
was the first time you experienced these weather conditions, but to reas-
sure you, also for Belgium this was exceptional.  And in the coming days, 
temperatures will go back to normal. 
 
With the exams taking place in this period, we know everyone is studying 
hard, but don’t forget to relax from time to time, by reading this newsletter 
for example.  You can find some nice stories and pictures about the bowling 
and ice-skating events, and the Christmas Market in Maastricht, where some 
of you went.  Students and board members who joined had a fabulous time 
at these activities. 
 
To keep up the good work, also in 2009, a few must-join activities will be 
organized.  Let me jump ahead to January 30th, since then, we officially cele-
brate the end of exams with our end-of-exams party.  In contrast to past 
years, you don’t have to be a sing-star to participate in the party.  We to-
tally changed the concept, and it will have a somewhat mysterious charac-
ter.  More information will follow soon.  Other activities that will be organ-
ized in the second term are the Adventure Day, the World Evening, and 
others, so keep an eye on your email inbox for the announcements. 
 
We look forward to seeing you on the 30th, and in the 
mean time: good luck with the exams! 
 
Happy New Year!!! 
 
 
An Creemers 
Your Vice President 

 

Some Highlights: 
 
 
• Who was the cham-
pion at the Bowling 
Event? 
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• Whose house did  
A2B2D get to visit in 
Maastricht? 
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♦ That a bowling activity was organized by A2B2D last November 18?  The event was quite 

successful and we’ve included an article about it here.  Find out how it went and who domi-

nated the lanes that day. 

 

♦ That the a group of our students went ice skating last December 5?  It was quite an experi-

ence, especially for the new students.  Read more about it in this issue.  

 

♦ That A2B2D visited the Christmas Market in Maastricht last Decemeber 18?  We’ve included 

an article about the event, along with some pictures, in this issue.  

 

♦ That one of our CenStat colleagues, Annouschka Laenen, successfully defended her Ph.D. 

thesis last December 12?  Congratulations to Annouschka, who will continue to work at 

CenStat. 

 

♦ That a CenStat T-Shirt is available?  For all our new students, the t-shirt features the Cen-

Stat logo and “Ten Reasons to Be a Statistician.”  You can get your shirts at room H10.  

CenStat “limited edition” coffee mugs are also available. 

 

♦ That former A2B2D board member Goele Massonnet and her husband, Ward, are very 

happy to announce the birth of their baby girl, Dorien, last January 10?  We wish them our 

heartfelt congratulations.  

Page 2 AAAA2222BBBB2222D D D D NewsletterNewsletterNewsletterNewsletter    

Volume 2008, Issue 2 



A2B2D Goes Bowling 
Osvaldo Loquiha 

Wednesday, 12/11/2008, a day to stay in my memory 
and the memory of some other students of Masters in 
Statistics.  A session of bowling had been scheduled by 
A2B2D at 5:15 pm of that day.  The main idea was to 
provide one more moments of amusement for the 
students, and the first game and drinks would be paid 
by A2B2D. 
 
So, at the scheduled time, I and a dozen students from 
the first and second year of Masters in Statistics were 
at the main entrance of Campus Diepenbeek awaiting 
the arrival of the remaining members of A2B2D.  The 
chosen place was the Health City, a "five star" place, 
which is located a few meters from the campus, just 3 
minutes on foot.  Once there, we divided ourselves 
into 4 teams and registered our names to start playing. We had to change our shoes because the game 
field is very slippery and for such Health City has special shoes. 
 
The game is very simple: bowling is a game in which players attempt to score points by rolling the 
bowling ball along the flat surface onto objects called pins.  A total of 10 pins are arranged in triangular 
shape.  The more pins knocked down, the greater the number of points earned.  You get a “strike” 
when you drop all pins at once.  For some of us, that was the first time playing this game and it was 
possible to observe in our faces some excitement and anxiety for the moment.  I and 3 more col-
leagues formed team 1 and we were competing among ourselves to see who got the highest number of 
points in 10 attempts.  In the beginning, the game seemed easy, but once we launched the first ball, we 
realized that it was necessary to practice and some techniques were needed to get all the pins to top-
ple at one time ... and we did. 
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Who do you think has the best form? 

Getting warmed up for the game. 



Bowling Stats 
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Students and board members alike enjoyed the “tournament.” 

NAME GAME 1  GAME 2 

Abel 111 65 8 26 

Carolina 71 59 25 27 

Chellafe 72 114 24 7 

David 84 102 18 10 

Doreena 56 73 28 23 

Emanuel

e 
92 97 14 12 

Francis 34 98 31 11 

Helen 43 NA 30 NA 

Jammba 103 NA 9 NA 

John 132 137 6 5 

Yovanna 79 88 21 16 

Kathy 88 81 16 20 

Osvaldo 55 83 29 19 

Philippe 170 153 1 4 

Saskia 94 92 13 14 

Tayo 76 NA 22 NA 

Tina 157 161 3 2 

OVERALL 

RANK  

STATISTIC GAME 1 GAME 2 COMBINED 

Mean 89.24 100.21 94.19 

Median 84 94.5 88 

Mode NA NA 92 

Std. Dev. 37.12 31.14 34.43 

Minimum 34 59 34 

Maximum 170 161 170 

N 17 14 31 



CenStat Students Go Ice Skating 
Edith Namulondo 

Since I came to Belgium, I had not participated in ice skating and so 
the 5th of December was my day of adventure.  Actually, when I 
look back at the past academic year, I bored myself by not travel-
ling around nor participating in activities.  So one of my resolutions 
for the current academic year was to maximize my free time and 
have as many entertainments as possible.  Maybe I did not have the 
interest before but this time I did get it. 
 
It was on the 1st of December that our entertainer for A2B2D 
(Emanuele) sent an email to students who were interested in the 
activity.  And guess what, my reply must have been the first.  I was 
so excited and eager for the day despite my ignorance about the 
activity.  The d-day came and immediately I stepped on the ice, I fell 
down.  Then I started walking while holding the walls around.  Ex-
perienced colleagues like Tanyia and Yovanna helped me to learn in 
the process. 
 
I couldn’t escape the laughter from the experienced little children.  
I think all my colleagues who were also learning had the same ex-
perience. 
 
Surely I was amazed; I should have done this before.  Meanwhile, 
my body was in total pain for the next two days.  Otherwise, I 
really appreciated and surely enjoyed the day to the extent that I 
planned to go skating at least once in a fortnight.  
 
Thanks to A2B2D for that wonderful experience. 
 
Thumbs up to Emanuele! 
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Getting to know the floor. 

The group looked like they were definitely enjoying themselves. 

Yovanna literally lends a 
helping hand to Edith. 



Maastricht Christmas Market 
Kim Van Kerckhove 

 
Thursday, the 18th of December, all were ex-
cited to visit the Christmas Market in Maas-
tricht together with our classmates.  Some of 
us already went to Maastricht before, others 
didn’t, but everybody was pleased with the 
company.  So together we waited in the rain 
for our bus to begin our trip, longer than we 
expected, but at least the bus arrived and the 
trip could really start.  After arriving in Maas-
tricht, we all walked together to the place 
where the Christmas Market was. 
 
The first thing we visited together was the 
house of Santa Claus.  Small as it was, we went 
in there all at once.  We saw the Christmas 
tree, his nice kitchen, but most exciting of all… 
we saw his bedroom.  Of course we couldn’t 
miss such an opportunity, to be on the bed with Santa Claus, so all together we sat on his bed.  Santa 
Clause was very friendly and at the end he wished us a Merry Christmas! 
 
Finishing our nice visit of this house some of us went for some glühwein, others went to buy food, 
some others discovered the market.  Since there was also an ice skating ring, some were so brave to 
try to go ice skating.  And they were lucky, the place was not too crowded so there was enough place 
to practice.  Others walked through the city itself. 

 
But as always when things are nice, it quickly 
came to an end and we had to come together 
again to take our bus.  Before finally going to the 
place where we had to take a bus, some ate 
some chicken or French fries, while some others 
kept amusing themselves by taking nice pictures.  
Together we walked again to the bus station, and 
discovered there that we still had to wait some 
time.  Lucky as we were, we had nice company 
and so the time passed fast. 
  
During our bus trip back to Diepenbeek, it was 
very clear that everybody was satisfied.  Some of 
us took a little nap, others kept on talking, but 
everybody seemed to be pleased! 
 
 

To all of you: A Merry Christmas! 

Kim 
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It was indeed fun to see Santa’s house. 

The group cozies up with Santa. 



Activities 

End of Exams Party 
 
On January 30, we will celebrate the 
end of exams (semester) with an 
“End of Exams” Party.  The party 
starts at 19h at UHasselt (Room J4), 
during which pizza will be served.   
A mystery game follows, and, of 
course, dancing.    
 
For a small price of €6, you get to 
enjoy pizza, free drinks, a nice at-
mosphere and lots of fun.  Every-
body is welcome, so invite your 
partners and friends too.  Bring 
your own CD’s as well, if you prefer 
to dance to your own music. 

 

To facilitate arrangements, we need 
to have all subscriptions in by 
Wednesday, 28 January.  (You 
can submit your registration forms 
to any board member at D3, D5, 
D56, D57, C12, C158 or H10). 
 
 

World Evening 
 
Every year, the CCG group organ-
izes World Evening, an event in 
which students from various coun-
tries get to showcase different as-
pects of their culture.  Last year, the 
evening featured different wedding 
traditions from all over the world.  
This year, on 11 March, it is going 
to be a World Evening of Dance.  
So keep this date open.  Details 
about the event will be sent to you 
be email within the next weeks .     
 

 

 

Soccer Games 
 
As part of the A2B2D sporting activi-
ties, it has become a tradition that 
students from the 3 programs take 
time off on Friday afternoons for a 
football match.  This weekly event 
takes place every Friday from 17–
19h at Fitlink sports centre.  You 
can expect an interesting and par-
ticularly relaxing atmosphere.  And 
for free, you become physically fit.  
If you are interested in participating 
in this activity, please feel free to 
contact Samuel Iddi 
 
samuel.iddi@student.uhasselt.be 

 
who is currently responsible for ar-
ranging the games.  Hope to see you 
there! 

NEXT ACTIVITY 
 
End of Exams Party 
 January 30 
 19h 
 UHasselt (Room J4) 
 
 Please register by 
Wed., 28 January. 

COMING SOON 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• World Evening 
of Dance 

 March 11 
More Activities… 
 
♦ March 11: World Evening of 

Dance at 17h30 in the agora of 
UHasselt  

 

      www.ccgdiepenbeek.be   
 
♦ Until March 31: Exhibition 

“The Terracotta Army of Xi’an” 
in Minorite Church, Maaseik  

 

     www.museamaaseik.be/Xian/  

EVERY FRIDAY 
 
 Soccer Games 
  17-19h 
  Fitlink 
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Membership 

 

For the benefit of our new students, we thought we 

would explain a little bit about our membership poli-

cies.  Firstly, membership to A2B2D is free.  All regis-

tered students of the 3 Master of Statistics programs 

(Applied Statistics, Biostatistics and Bioinformatics) 

are automatically members of A2B2D.  As such, you 

are on our current mailing list and you will receive 

information about our activities and our newsletter 

via your UHasselt student account.  Upon gradua-

tion, however, your student account will be termi-

nated, but if you still wish to be on our mailing list, 

all you have to do is to register and provide us with 

another email account.  You may do this by sending 

an e-mail to Aileen (qi.zhu@uhasselt.be) and she will 

include you e-mail address in our mailing list. 

Univeriteit Hasselt 
Agoralaan 1 

Diepenbeek 3590 

E-mail: abd@uhasselt.be 

Web:  
http://www.censtat.uhasselt.be/

student/alumni/default.asp  
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CenStat T-Shirts 
 

Still haven’t gotten your Censtat T-Shirt?  For a very cheap price 
of €12, you can avail of a high-quality tee, and, not to mention, a 
nice souvenir from your days at UHasselt.  You can purchase 
your t-shirt at room H10.  The shirt features the CenStat logo 
and “Ten Reasons to Be a Statistician.”  
 
CenStat Mugs 
 
Guess who? 
I can give you warmth, I'm round and I have one ear (that gets 
pulled a lot).  Yep, I'm the A²B²D coffee mug.  You can use me to 
drink something, to show off with the nice "CENSTAT" logo on 
my belly, or just as a souvenir of your nice stay in Belgium.  And 
this for only €5.  So, if you want to buy me, please hurry to any 
A²B²D board member, I will be waiting for you. 

A2B2D Collector’s Items 


