
Dear JOSS members, dear students, 
 
In name of the whole JOSS board, I’d like to wish you a Happy New 
Year!! We wish you and those close to you good health and all the best on 
both your personal and professional life, and of course, lots of success with 
the exams.  
 
For most of our first-year students, 2009 was a year with a lot of challenges. 
Coming to a foreign country, studying statistics with fellow students from all 
over the world, deal with snow and very cold temperatures for the first time, 
… But snow can be very fun, and some of you even made it to the local 
newsletter showing this.  
 
2009 was also a year with a lot of fun JOSS activities. This academic year 
started with an introduction day, we went to the jenever feast, had a bowling 
game, tried some ice skating, and we also visited two big cities in the 
neighborhood: Brussels and Maastricht. Also in 2010 JOSS will try to make 
your stay in Belgium as pleasant as possible by organising fun activities. 
The first upcoming activity is the yearly end-of-exams party on the 29th 
January. The concept of last year will be hold, with pizza, a mysterious 
game and a lot of dancing to celebrate the end of the exams. Don’t forget to 
register for this must-join activity! Details can be found in this newsletter. 
Further, city trips to Antwerp and Ghent, an adventure day, the world eve-
ning and snowboarding are on the plan. A lot of things to look forward to in 
this exam period. Keep an eye on your email inbox for the announcements! 
 
In the mean time you can relax from studying by reading this newsletter. You 
can find some nice stories and pictures about the bowling game, the city trip 
to Brussels, and the ice skating. Students and board members who joined 
had a fabulous time at these activities. 
 
We look forward seeing you on the 29th, and in the 
mean time: good luck with the exams! 
 
Happy New Year!!! 

Foreword from the Vice-President 
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Bowling in November with JOSS 
By Yonas Ghebremichael  

 November 10, 2009 17:00hr BOWLING HEALTH CITY is what was 

written in my agenda as part of my program for the day. According to my 

programme I went to health city and found everybody was happy, smiling and 

eager to play the game.  

As for me, although I knew the game exists 

(even in my home country, Ethiopia), I had 

never played it before. I didn’t even know how 

the ball looks like. I just decided to play having 

the hypothesis in my mind that the game is in-

teresting. 

The game started at around 17:15 with five 

teams of 5 players each. Before my turn reached 

I started exploring how I should play the game: 

how the ball should be thrown, how many steps 

I have to take before throwing, if there is a need 

to be physically strong, left handed or right 

handed?.  

From my observations there were dif-

ferent ways of throwing the ball al-

though there were some new players 

throwing like a basket ball. There seem 

to be no need to be physically very 

strong because there were some play-

ers who are not huge but were scoring 

highly. Moreover there seem to be no 

difference between left and right 

handed.  

 

J O S S  N e w s l e t t e r  

Choosing and carrying the ball… 

What a challenge!! 

Check the per-

formance of the 

players in the last 

page of this issue 



Bowling in November with JOSS (con’t.) 
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By Yonas Ghebremichael 

 

Then came my turn to play. I had to take care not to 

change the game to volleyball, and try different ways of 

playing on the basis of my observations. After trying dif-

ferent ways (models), I got the best one by which I 

dropped all the pins. Then I decided to play with the 

same method to be the winner. But the bad news is I 

dropped 10 of the pins in the 10th (final) round, and the 

good news is I stood third in my team in the first game of 

my life.  

 

Well, on that day I didn’t stop playing. I was playing and 

dropping all the pins in all rounds the whole night in my 

dreams. Which showed how interesting the game is and 

was confirmed to be significantly interesting by the fact 

that my hobbies increased by one.  

One way to throw the ball…. 

During the break to take some pictures and have a drink. 
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Citytrip to Brussels 
By George Agogo 

 

I hadn’t known the hidden treasures and magnificent features of Brussels 

City also referred to as   the European Capital until the 28th Day of No-

vember 2009 when I got the opportunity to have a tour and explore this 

great city. It was very cold but my high expectations and excitement made 

me overcome the cold weather.  

We departed from the University at 8.20am 

being updated and guided through at every 

point of the journey by Professor Patrick De 

Groote. I congratulate the Professor for his 

impeccable and excellent duty by ensuring 

that we were all safe and briefed at every 

stage of the trip; he made the trip more in-

teresting and lively to everyone. 

I could not believe my eyes as we arrived at 

the city as the atmosphere was conducive 

with the magnificent buildings such as The European Parliament, picturesque 

medieval 

Streets, architectural designs, statues and striking monuments, well organ-

ized transport system, people of various races speaking various languages. 

Everything was striking, captivating and everyone was busy taking photo-

graphs of whatever could be captured. 

The first place we visited was the information center where we were given 

a warm welcome with a short introduction followed by a short guided tour 

within the building. It was awesome!  

We had the opportunity to visit Magritte Museum with 

excellent artistic work including pictures of various fa-

mous people in history including scholars, inventors, sci-

entists ,leaders just to mention a few. Everything was or-

derly, well organized and with tight security. It was edu-

cative and informative moment but some exhibitions re-

quired a lot of skills in artistry to interpret and a bit of 

thinking though. From the museum then came the photo 

taking moment with friends, outstanding buildings, monu-

ments among other things and a bonding moment too.  

J O S S  N e w s l e t t e r  

In the bus,  

departing from  

Diepenbeek 

Walking in the  

center of Brussels 

In the bus,  

departing from  

Diepenbeek 



Citytrip to Brussel (con’t.) 
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By George Agogo 

Hardly as we went along the streets with everyone busy taking photos, conversing, having sight 

of anything that could be seen when we suddenly bumped into the statue of this little boy who 

was busy  doing his thing; I was  a little bit surprised as everyone was struggling to photograph 

‘him’. The famous Manneken Pis statue! 

The Market Square visit was very nice 

comprising of very beautiful buildings, 

the glittering Xmas tree among things 

which were quite peculiar to me. We 

also had time to bond and know one 

another mainly with the senior stu-

dents. After lunch we regrouped in 

preparation for the trip to the famous 

Atomium. 

The Atomium visit was the climax of 

the entire trip; the unique European 

landmark. It  was actually the peak  of 

the journey as everyone was overjoyed 

when we set our eyes on one of the 

world’s best  creation in the history of architecture and the emblematic vestige of the World 

Fair Expo 58 .We could have  spectacular  view of the city of Brussels ,the traffic flow while in-

side this great structure .  

The special show of this structure 

was unbelievable as it was getting 

dark and all the nine spheres were lit 

with the nice colours emanating from 

them. We had the opportunity to 

take photos, explore all sections of 

the spheres and to see all the dis-

plays. It was a great pleasure for me 

to visit this prestigious and globally 

recognized structure that I’ll live to 

remember as everything went well as 

was anticipated. I mean it was real 

fun and a trip well enjoyed. 

As it’s said that everything that has a beginning must have an end so we had no option but to 

return back to the University. 

 I thank the International office, The University administration and the student societies who or-

ganised the trip and made it what it was. It was beyond my expectation. Kudos to you all!  

Inside the atomium… enjoying the view 

Some of the students in Place Royale 
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Ice Skating 
By Bedilu Alamirie 

 

I do not know really from what I start to write since all things 

what I see in the Ice-skating program were surprising and un-

believable for me. The reason is that I come from Ethiopia and 

until today in my life I do not see such type of entertainment 

or events except television window.  

The JOSS board guide us up to the ice skating place indoor ice-

ring 'De Schaverdijn' in Hasselt and cover all the expenses for 

this program. The only thing 

that needed from us is that 

go on time and enjoy. After reaching the 

place we receive a shoe that wear in the 

ice-skating game (skates). Even if it is diffi-

cult to walk with that shoe for me. 
 

To run in the ice–ring it needs code like 

SAS and R statistical software. But first of 

all before writing the code in the ice-ring 

to run the program (move on the ice 

skate) you should install first ice-skate 

shoe, a scarf and gloves in your body. Do 

not forget you plan to play on the ice, so 

it is too cold.  
 

After installing the necessary things on your physi-

cal body to run the program (to move on the ice-

ring) it needs again experience else the program 

collapse and you fail on the playing space many 

times until you 

fulfill the re-

quired experi-

ence to move on 

it.  

 

J O S S  N e w s l e t t e r  

Arriving to the 

Ice Ring 

Of course falling down is part of 

the fun!! 

Keep on  

trying that’s 

the attitude 

The border is always safe!! 



The experts on action. 

Ice Skating (con’t.) 
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By Bedilu Alamirie 

For instance, even if the vice president of  

Joss train me for few minutes how can I run 

the program (move on the ice-ring) and she 

told me also some of the codes I fail three 

times. Do not worry for beginners failure is 

success for ice skating game and except you 

and other beginners others may not laugh 

more by your failure. After you fail by apply-

ing all forces what you have you try to stand 

up but most of the time (>90% ) you fail 

again and goes to the nearest corner of the 

ice ring to hold some thing and to save your-

self. Looking repeated failure on one individual makes a fun and I enjoy more by such actions. 

 

The other thing what I see there is that somebody new 

for this event like me they also could not stop correctly 

on the center of the ice-ring but the others can show dif-

ferent  and interesting movements like dance inside the ice

-ring. 

Finally, on myself I love the ice skating like my book 

(Applied Linear Model. Neter), my bicycle (which carry 

me from my house to University), my heater (it removes 

the cold weather from my room), my student mail address 

(which give me new information) and VLIR who sponsor 

me to attained my MSc. in biostatistics.  

 

 

 That John Maringwa (former colleague of Censtat) and his wife Emelda have welcome 

Mazvita? She was born during the past Christmas break.  Congratulations to both of you! 

 

 Ivy Janssens (president of JOSS 1999-2002 and former colleague of Censtat) and her hus-

band have also welcome Kaat last November. Congratulations also for them! 

 

 JOSS is preparing an exciting party to celebrate the end of exams?  Be ready because 

there will be a lot fun on January 29, 2010.  More details in this issue. 

Did You Know... 

Fortunately there were trainers available!! 

Patwary and board members  

posing for the camera 
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Activities 

 

City Trip to Antwerp 

 

 JOSS, in cooperation with the International Office, is organizing 

the next city trip to the city of Antwerp on February.  More infor-

mation will follow soon... Keep the eye in your e-mail. 

 

 A little bit of history... According to folklore, and as cele-

brated by the statue in front of the town hall, the city got its name 

from a legend involving a mythical giant called Antigoon who lived near 

the river Scheldt.  

 

 He exacted a toll from those crossing the river, and for those who refused, 

he severed one of their hands and threw it into the river Scheldt. Eventually, the 

giant was slain by a young hero named Brabo, who cut off the giant's own hand 

and flung it into the river.  

 

 Hence the name Antwerpen, from Dutch hand werpen—akin to Old Eng-

lish hand and wearpan (= to throw), that has changed to today's warp (Wikipedia 

2010)  

J O S S  N e w s l e t t e r  

The winner team of 

last year 

End of Exams Party 

 

 Finishing the first semester gives you a relief, you are half way of 

the school year and that deserves a celebration, so JOSS cordially invite 

you to the End of Exams Party next January 29, 2010 

 

There will be:  

Pizza, Drinks, game and of course good music to dance and have fun. 

 

To take part in the party, you should download and fill in the registration 

form and pay 6 euros (in cash) in one of the offices of the JOSS board 

members (C12, C158, D3, D5, D57 and H10) 

 

Register until January 22, and be ready to have fun. 

Het Steen (The 

Stone) the re-

mains of the for-

mer citadel 

Dance and  

share a drink 

with your 

friends, you can 

not miss it!! 



Universiteit Hasselt 

Agoralaan 1  

3590 Diepenbeek 

E-mail:  joss@uhasselt.be 

Joint Organization of 

Statistics Scholars 

Web:  

http://www.censtat.uhasselt.be/ 

student/alumni/default.asp 

JOSS 

EVERY FRIDAY 

 

Soccer Games 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OTHER ACTIVITIES 

Intermezzo CCG 

2 Feb., 2 Mar. 17h30 at CCG 

room J12

(www.ccgdiepenbeek.be) 

 

English mass the first Sunday 

of the month (Diepenbeek) 

7 Feb. Sisters Ursulinnen 

Wijkstraat 16, Diepenbeek 

NEXT ACTIVITY 

 

End of Exams Party 

 

 

 

 

 

January 29 

J O S S  N e w s l e t t e r  

Item Collection of Censtat 

 

I can give you warmth, I'm round and I have one ear (that 

gets pulled a lot). 

Yep, I'm the JOSS coffee 

mug. 

You can use me to drink 

something, to show off with 

the nice "CENSTAT" logo 

on my belly, or just as a 

souvenir of your nice stay in 

Belgium. And this for only 5 

euro. 

So, if you want to buy me, 

please hurry to Emanuele, 

room H10, I will be waiting for you.  

 

 

The printed CenStat t-

shirts with the CenStat 

logo and "Ten reasons to 

be a Statistician" are now 

available. For a very 

cheap price of 12 euro's, 

you can avail of a high 

quality tee, and, not to 

mention, a nice souvenir 

from your days at UHas-

selt. You can purchase 

your t-shirt at room H10  

http://www.censtat.uhasselt.be/student/alumni/default.asp
http://www.censtat.uhasselt.be/student/alumni/default.asp
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J O S S  N e w s l e t t e r  

Bowling Stats  

 Statistic First Second 
Com-
bined 

N 36 32 68 

Mean 87.694 91.813 89.632 

Median 83 88 87 

Mode 83 88 88 

Std Dev 27.806 21.299 24.861 

Percentile 25 68.5 79 73 

Percentile 75 103 106 104.5 

Minimum 47 58 47 

Maximum 194 143 194 

BOTH GAMES 

Our president 

got the highest 

score , definitely 

a good outlier 


