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The faculty of Rehabilitation Sciences at UHasselt provides an educational program that consists of a 3-year academic bachelor and a 2-year academic master program in Rehabilitation Sciences & Physiotherapy, reaching about 850 students. The faculty participates in the Flemish inter‑university master program on Occupational Therapy Sciences. The faculty organizes evidence‑based courses for health care professionals in the REVAL ACADEMY program. 
REVAL is an interdisciplinary and translational research group performing research in the domain of pediatric, neurological, musculoskeletal rehabilitation, biomechanics, health psychology and rehabilitation of internal disorders. Within the perspective of a "civic university", the RELAB platform facilitates the provision of evidence‑based services to the community of persons with disabilities, health care professionals and centers as well as companies.

The faculty is composed of >70 FTE (excluding externally funded staff) and >150 (part-time) staff members (professors, post-doctoral researchers, PhD students, teaching assistants, administrative staff) with backgrounds in physiotherapy, occupational therapy, medicine, biomedical sciences, kinesiology, health psychology and other domains. The faculty supervises >50 PhD students in Rehabilitation Sciences in collaboration with the doctoral school of Health & Life Sciences.
DEGREES
· PhD in Rehabilitation Sciences and Physiotherapy (2004), KU Leuven

· MSc in Neurological Rehabilitation (1995), KU Leuven

· MSc in Motor Rehabilitation and Physiotherapy (1994), KU Leuven

· MSc in educational studies in Motor Rehabilitation and Physiotherapy (1996), KU Leuven

PROFESSIONAL POSITIONS
Leadership
· Dean of a the newly established faculty of Rehabilitation Sciences at UHasselt 2018-22
Full Professor in Rehabilitation Sciences & Physiotherapy, Neurorehabilitation
· Chair of the department of Rehabilitation Sciences & Physiotherapy, within the faculty of Medicine and Life Sciences at UHasselt 2015-18

Education

· Chair (4 years) and committee member of the bachelor and master educational program in Rehabilitation Sciences and Physiotherapy at UHasselt since 2011. 

· Professor in neurological rehabilitation at UHasselt since 2007, including courses in bachelor and master in rehabilitation sciences & Physiotherapy (including inter-university collaboration), and the master in inter-university master in occupational sciences. I also teach courses in technology-supported rehabilitation and health systems organization, policy and ethics.
· Chair (2 years) and committee member of OVUNOKI, inter-university steering committee of the master(s) in rehabilitation sciences & physiotherapy in Flanders since 2009. Responsible for ‘clinical placements’ during 2 years.
· Committee member of the inter-university committee of the master in occupational sciences since 2014.
· Lecturer in physiotherapy in the ‘PARNAS’ Dilbeek, 1996.
· Lecturer at the College University PHL, Hasselt from 2007-2009.
Research

· Head of REVAL research center, and representative in the university research council 2015-18.
· Member of the university research council 2022-26 and university ‘innovation and valorization council’ (2022-27)
· Expert panel member of the FWO Fund for Science, Flanders, panel MED8: 2018-22
· Principal Investigator on Rehabilitation studies since 2008 at PHL and UHasselt

· Post-doctoral fellow of the FWO Fund for Sciences, Flanders 2004-08 at KULeuven

· PhD student at KULeuven, funded by a MS non-for-profit organisation

Project collaborator

· Research fellow in European and Flemish projects in technologically-supported rehabilitation at the National MS center 1998-2000
· Expert at the KCE Federal knowledge center for Health Care (governmental  advisory body, evidence-based recommendations), Brussels 2006-08

Clinical physiotherapist 
· Germany (private praxis) in 1994

· Switzerland (Bürgerspital Solothurn) in 1995

· Belgium (private praxis, university hospitals Leuven, National MS center Melsbroek) in 1996-2000
INTERNATIONAL POSITIONS
Professional organization in MS Rehabilitation 
President, secretary and chair 2008-17
I was president of RIMS (Rehabilitation in MS; www.euRIMS.org), a European network of best practice and research during 2011-17 after having served as chair of the special interest group on mobility (2008-11) and secretary in the executive board (2008-11). The European network comprises MS clinical centers, MS specialized health care professionals, MS societies and MS research centers. Amongst others, collaborative multi-center research on psychometrics of mobility and upper limb measures, and innovative interventions were established as well as other (educational) projects facilitated related to the access and content of physiotherapy in Europe. In addition, APPECO – Applying evidence with confidence (https://www.appeco.net);  a living documentation system with evidence grouped according to the ICF classification of functioning was realized.

PMSA steering committee member of the section ‘wellbeing’ since 2019
PMSA stands for the progressive MS Alliance, which is an international global network dedicated to accelerating research and research implementation in the field of the progressive form of MS. One of the three pillars is ‘Rehabilitation’. PMSA is driven by all major MS societies and organized conferences while providing (seed and major) funding for international innovative collaborations. It sets the agenda worldwide for rehabilitation research. See https://www.progressivemsalliance.org/.
PROMS – patient reported outcome measures in MS, a global multistakeholder initiative of the Charcot Foundation and MSIF- international MS federation since 2020
Member of the working group ‘Research validation and development’ 2020-2022
SRRR.  Stroke Recovery and Rehabilitation Roundtable (SRRR) since 2022
major international collaborative effort that set the scene for new directions for recovery research. Member of the third SRRR taskforce titled “Taking control of the control intervention in stroke recovery and rehabilitation”.
World Health Organisation  -  Expert volunteer 2017-18

In January-July 2018, I contributed actively to WHO’s Rehabilitation Action Plan 2030 as a voluntary part-time consultant based at headquarters in Geneva. This work is embedded in the Department for Management of Noncommunicable Diseases, Disability, Violence and Injury Prevention, specifically the group on ‘Disability and Rehabilitation’ led by prof. dr. A. Cieza. 
· I contributed to the ‘package of priority rehabilitation interventions’ project, especially to the overall methodology to identify the evidence base of effective rehabilitation interventions (see acknowledgements in Rauch,  Negrini, Rauch published in APMR 2019). Final outputs are expected in 2020.
· I participated in the ‘Rehabilitation 2030 in the Southeast Asia multi-stakeholder meeting’ (16-17/4/2019) and the technical workgroup meeting on ‘Package of Priority Rehabilitation Interventions’ (18-20/4/2019) in Ramaiah Medical College, Bengaluru, India.
Participant in various WHO conferences and workshops:
· First ‘WHO Rehabilitation Action 2030’ meeting, 6-7/2/2017
· Focus meeting on behalf of WCPT,  29-30/6/2017
WHO Framework of Rehabilitation Services
· Expert Meeting (professional organisations, NGOs), 10/1/2018
WHO Framework for Rehabilitation Monitoring & Evaluation 
· Stakeholders consultation, 11-12/1/2018
WHO Rehabilitation 2030: priority activities of the secretariat 2018-2020
· Attendant of ‘WHO Regional Advisors meeting’ at 11-12/6/2018
· Training workshop for consultants, 13-15/6/2018
WHO Rehabilitation Support Package (for country evaluation)
· Second ‘WHO Rehabilitation Action 2030’ meeting 8-9/07/2019
· Meeting, 10-11/07/2019
Health Policy and Systems Research Agenda for Rehabilitation
FURTHER DETAIL ON ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENTS
Leadership
As dean of a new faculty, I was supervising the innovations in education, research and civic community services. Strategic plans are being prepared to further increase quality of performances, and to build strong and sustainable networks. 
I would like to emphasize the faculty’s particular focus on establishing networks in low- and middle-income countries for education, clinical placements and research. Currently, we have active collaborations with universities and clinical services in Pakistan, Chile, Portugal, Brazil, Nepal, Ecuador, Turkey, Ethiopia, Russia and South Africa. We were organizing summer schools and intensive course/internships, for example, in summer 2019 for bachelor students of FUIRS Islamabad and therapists of MENACTRIMS (Middle Eastern and Arab countries, treatment in MS). We also have joint PhD programs, for example with 3 PhD students currently enrolled from UParakou, Benin.
Education
I was leading or involved in three curricular reforms at PHL/UHasselt
· In 2008, a 3ba + 2ma was installed following a 3ba + 1 ma. The bachelor program was restructured following evidence domains while the master program included collaborations between Flemish universities. I led the transformation for neurological rehabilitation.

· In 2015, under my leadership, a curricular reform of the master program was established with provision of elective courses. 
· In 2018, we embarked on the implementation of a curricular reform of the bachelor program, which will gradually affect all 5 years of education. It is a drastic change in educational formats and approaches with full focus on active learning methods including preparatory digital on-line materials (with various learning methods and including self-testing) and flipped classrooms methodologies. It also conducts incorporate competence development, instrumented by the CANMED model.
I contributed to the establishment of ‘REVAL ACADEMY’ which is focused on providing  ‘bridging training’ for clinicians, based on newest scientific insights.

I am a member of the Flemish ‘accreditation council’ installed by the government.

Research

I supervise inter-disciplinary research focused on the assessment and rehabilitation for gait and upper limb function in persons with neurological conditions. It includes investigations of pain, motor fatigability, music-based entrainment and sonification, upper limb training, cognitive-motor interference, technology-supported training, and community self-directed training. Neuro-imaging is performed to understand the impact of interventions on neural function and structure. The research is performed in persons with Multiple Sclerosis but also stroke, CP and DCD, and always includes ICF as framework. 
Another interest is contributing to the establishment of large databases that contain MS rehabilitation data besides medical and lifestyle information. After seed funding of the PMSA, contributions are currently made to the MSDATACONNECT initiative.

Funding was obtained via different channels (university, Flemish fund for Sciences, MS Society, Charcot Society, Promobilia, Interreg EU funding, PMSA and other. I’m currently supervising 6 PhD students in neurological and pediatric rehabilitation. I have published over 175 A1 peer-reviewed articles in international clinical neurological, imaging, and rehabilitation journals, besides conference proceedings and book chapters. H-index is 31. See documentation at Pubmed or ResearchGate.  Peter Feys is ranked as nr 3 of Belgian experts in MS on Expertscape.
International academic functions & networks. I am an editorial board member of ‘Multiple Sclerosis Journal’(Q1 Clinical Neurology) & ‘Neurorehabilitation and Neural Repair’ (Q1 Rehabilitation) as well Frontiers in Rehabilitation Sciences (young journal).  Previously, I served as management committee member in the COST action TD1006 (European  Network on Robotics for NeuroRehabilitation, 2011-15) and is substitute management committee member of COST action CA16116 ‘Wearable robots for augmentation, assistance or substitution of human motor functions’.  
Invited speaker at international conferences & symposia. In recent years, I have been invited as speaker to all major international conferences by international professional, research and patient networks in multiple sclerosis (RIMS, ECTRIMS, RUCTRIMS, MSIF, EMSP, ECF, PMSA, CMSC-Gait & Balance), and other societies in (neuro)rehabilitation.
Some recent publications (last 5 years, period 2015-current)
Soler B, Ramari C, Valet M, Dalgas U, Feys P (2020) . Clinical assessment, management, and rehabilitation of walking impairment in MS: an expert review. Expert Review Neurotherapeutics. 2020 Aug;20(8):875-886. (IF 3.7)
Moumdjian L, Maes PJ, Dalla Bella S, Decker LM, Moens B, Feys P, Leman M. (2020) Detrended fluctuation analysis of gait dynamics when entraining to music and metronomes at different tempi in persons with multiple sclerosis. Science Reports. 2020 Jul 31;10(1):12934. doi: 10.1038/s41598-020-69667-8. (IF 3.9)

Motl R,  Sandroff B, Kwakkel G, Dalgas U, Feinstein A, Heesen C, Feys P, Thompson A (2017) The Benefits of Exercise in Patients with Multiple Sclerosis (2017), Lancet Neurology 16: 848-56. (IF 26,2; Q1=Number 1 in category ‘Clinical Neurology)
Feys P, Moumdjian L, Van Halewyck F, Wens I, Eijnde B, Van Wijmeersch B,  Popescu V,  Van Asch P. (2017) Effects of an individual 12 weeks community located ‘start-to-run’ program on physical capacity, walking, fatigue, cognitive function, brain volumes and structures in persons with Multiple Sclerosis. Multiple Sclerosis Journal. (IF: 5,2; Q1 in ‘Clinical Neurology’)
Baert I, Smedal T, Kalron A, Rasova K, Heric-Mansrud A, Ehling R, Elorriaga Minguez I, Nedeljkovic U, Tacchino A, Hellinckx P, Adriaenssens G, Stachowiak G, Gusowski K, Cattaneo D, Borgers S, Hebert J, Dalgas U, Feys P (2018). Responsiveness and meaningful improvement of mobility measures following MS rehabilitation. Neurology. 2018 Nov 13;91(20): e1880-e1892. doi: 10.1212/WNL.0000000000006532. Epub 2018 Oct 17. (Q1 Clinical Neurology. IF >8)
Moumdjian L, Moens B, Vanzeir E, De Klerck B, Feys P, Leman M. (2019). A model of different cognitive processes during spontaneous and intentional coupling to music in multiple sclerosis. Ann N Y Acad Sci. 2019 Mar 13. doi: 10.1111/nyas.14023. (IF = 4,2)
Leone C, Severijns D, Doležalová V, Baert I, Dalgas U, Romberg A, Bethoux B, Gebara B, Santoyo Medina C, Maamâgi H, Rasova K, Maertens de Noordhout B, Knuts K, Skjerbaek A, Jensen E, Wagner J, Feys P, (2015). Prevalence of walking-related motor fatigue in Persons with Multiple Sclerosis: decline in walking distance induced by the Six-Minute walk test. Neurorehabilitation and Neural Repair 30(4):373-83. (IF: 3.976, Q1 Rehabilitation)
 

Moumdjian L, Moens B, Maes PJ, Van Nieuwenhoven J, Van Wijmeersch B, Leman M, Feys P. (2019) Walking to Music and Metronome at Various Tempi in Persons with Multiple Sclerosis: A Basis for Rehabilitation. Neurorehabil Neural Repair. 2019 May 13:15. (IF 2018 3,7; Q1 Rehabilitation)
Leone C, Feys P, Moumdjian L, D’Amico E, Zappia M, Patti F (2017). Cognitive-motor dual-task interference: a systematic review of neural correlates. Neurosciene & Biobehavioral reviews 75:348-360. (IF=8,29. Q1 – Top 10% in category Neurosciences)
Veldkamp R, Romberg A, Hamalainen P, Giffroy X, Moumdjian L, Leone C, Feys P. Test-Retest Reliability of Cognitive-Motor Interference Assessments in Walking With Various Task Complexities in Persons With Multiple Sclerosis. Neurorehabil Neural Repair. 2019:1545968319856897. 
(IF 2018 3,7; Q1 Rehabilitation)
Stepanova Alexandra, Makshakov Gleb, Kulyakhtin Alexey, Kalinin Ivan, Feys Peter and Evdoshenko Evgeniy. (2022) Improvement of gait and balance in patients with multiple sclerosis after in-patient multidisciplinary physical rehabilitation: analysis of real-world data from the specialized MS center in Russia; MSARD
(IF 2021: 4.2; Q1 Clinical Neurology)

Research financing obtained in the last 5 years (2014-current)
· Interregional EU project (IVA-VLANED-1.14): ‘Autonomous and personalized use of the I-TRAVLE concept in persons with MS and stroke”. (500.000 euro, 2012-2014)

· RIMS “Physical Rehabilitation for persons with MS: towards transparency and evidence-based practice in Europe” supported by an unrestricted educational grant of NOVARTIS. Lead: UHasselt. Multi-center joint data collection studies on effects of rehabilitation on mobility measures) (120.000 euro, 2012-2015)
· Progressive MS Alliance (international network of MS Societies) 5997709 - Infrastructure Awards for Progressive MS Research (PMSA, www.endprogressiveMS.com). 6001981 (37.500 euro, 2014-2015)

· 5997509-6002051- Challenge Awards for Progressive MS Research (PMSA, www.endprogressiveMS.com). “Oculomotor re-training on upper and lower limb function in progressive MS : A proof of concept study”.  PI. John Marsden (Plymouth Univeristy, UK)
 Co-PI. Peter Feys (Hasselt University, B) (35.000 euro, 2014-2015)

· IWT TETRA project, http://www.flanderscare.be/en/node/840): “Een open intelligent revalidatie framework voor cliëntgerichte functionele therapie m.b.v. bewegingsdetectiesystemen” PXL-HOWEST-UHASSELT.  Co- PI. P. Feys (UHasselt) (2014-2015)

· Move to Sport, non-for-profit organization Flanders (www.movetosport.be)  
MS RUN commissioned study. ‘The impact of a home-based exercise program on clinical and brain measures in persons with Multiple Sclerosis’. (30.000 euro, 2014-2015)

· MS Liga (society) – Steunfonds with involvement of all Flemish MS centers 
‘Cognitive motor training for persons with MS’ (20.500 euro, 2014-16) 

· ProMobilia. Co-funding for the CMI project of the Flemish MS Society. (250.000 SEK, 2016), funding for projects on ‘pain in MS’ (2021), ‘attentional control of walking in MS’ (2021, Cintia Ramari), ‘auditory-motor coupling in MS’ (2020 Lousin Moumdjian).
· RIMS European network for MS rehabilitation (www.euRIMS.org) ‘Cognitive-motor interference in persons with multiple sclerosis: dual task training’. Project leaders: Peter Feys from Belgium and Päivi Hämäläinen from Finland. Centers involved:  UHasselt and University of Catania, Italy; Masku neurological rehabilitation center Finland; Tel-Aviv  university and MS center. (126000 euro, of which 80.000 euro UHasselt, 2015-2016)
· European Cost Action “Wearable Robots for Augmentation, Assistance or Substitution of Human Motor Functions”(CA16116)  Funding for travel costs (2016-2020)
· MS Society of Canada & the MS Scientific Research Foundation
Collaborative team grant: “Improving cognition in people with Progressive Multiple Sclerosis: A Multi-Arm, Randomized, Blinded, Sham Controlled Trial of Cognitive Rehabilitation and Aerobic Exercise”. The total amount of funding is $5M Canadian dollar. Budget UHasselt is 250.000 euro.
June 1st, 2018 – May 30th 2022)
· European Cost Action TD1006: ‘European Network on Robotics for NeuroRehabilitation’ (CA TD1006) Funding for travel costs (2011-2015)
· BOF UHasselt 
· With UGent. PhD project Lousin Moumdjian (promotor). ‘Entrainment and sonification as music-based methodology to impact on walking and cognition in persons with Multiple Sclerosis’. Promotors: Prof. P. Feys & Prof. M. Leman (IPEM, UGent – joint PhD). (100.000 euro,2016-2020); 
· PhD project Renee Veldkamp (200.000 euro, 2017-2021); 
· Project. Lieke Brauers (200.000 euro, 2017-2021); 
· With Universiteit Maastricht: Theunissen K.; (100.000 euro, mirrored at University Maastricht
2017-2021); 
· PhD Project Mieke Goetschalckx (200.000 euro, 2019-23)
· Mobility funding & joint doctorates: Zuhal Abasiyanik (Izmir Turkey), Inès Noukpo (University of Parakou, Benin), Renaud Amazonwe (University of Parakou, Benin)
· Charcot Grant 2020: purchase of fNIRS (62013 euro) for the project entitled ‘Implicit and explicit learning strategies for improving mobility-related cognitive-motor dual task performance in MS. 
· MS Liga Vlaanderen, Steunfonds 2020-22. ‘Walking fatigability in MS’ (18750 euro)
· Claire Fouconnier 2020. ‘Walking fatigability in MS’ (49500 euro)
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