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COMING UP:  

October 

 17th Jenever feast 

 

November 

 Ice skating* 
 

December 

 HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
 

* Exact date follows, keep reading! 

Dear JOSS-members, Dear students,  

First of all, I would like to welcome all new students enrolled in 

the Master of Statistics at Hasselt University. With the help 

from some internet search machine, I managed to include wel-

kom, welcome, bienvenue, benvenuto, vítáme tĕ, huānyíng, 

kalōs orisate, shalom, karibu and likamboté. I am sure I’ve 

missed some languages in the list above, so feel free to tell me 

on one of our next meetings ;-). Off course, also a renewed 

welcome to those second-year students who survived the first 

year and to the staff and alumni. 

With the new students arriving, we also had to say goodbye to 

the graduated students. Once again, congratulations to all stu-

dents who defended their thesis with success! I wish you the 

best of luck in the future.  Let me introduce myself, I am Stijn, 

since three years the vice-president of JOSS. In full, JOSS is the 

Joint Organization of Statistical Scholars. A first nice feature of 

JOSS is that there are no cumbersome subscription procedures. 

All students of the master program are automatically part of 

JOSS. You could have figured this out yourself already since 

you are reading our first newsletter. You will get to know the 

other members of the JOSS-board through reading this news-

letter and by regular meetings on one of our activities. 

Indeed, one of the main tasks of JOSS is to make your stay in 

Belgium as fun as possible. In addition to studying many hours 

(really many hours) on the courses and work until midnight (or 

even later) for the homeworks..., there will still be time to relax 

and enjoy your stay. You can of course do this on your own or 

join JOSS on our activities. 

In this newsletter you will find reports of some of our past ac-

tivities. You can find articles on the football tournament, the 

karting and running activities. These sports events will normally 

be held again this year. We from the board are already looking 

forward to face the first and second year students in the soccer 

tournament, where we will try our best to regain the cup once 

more. Throughout the newsletter, you can find some nice pic-

tures of the activities, more of which are included on the web-

site. For a first upcoming event of JOSS you only have to wait 

for a couple more days. On Saturday, October 17, JOSS goes to 

the Jenever Feast. The spirit of Hasselt! Other activities in 2015 

will be bowling and ice-skating. So check your mail regularly to 

get information on the upcoming activities!  

If you have any suggestions for the board, other activities, etc., 

don’t hesitate to contact us.  

Hope to see you at one of our activities!  

Good luck to all of you! 

Stijn Jaspers 
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JOSS-Activities 

Lisa —Joss Board 

We say goodbye to Thomas and Martin. We 

would like to thank them for their hard work 

the past years. You will be missed..  

But when some are leaving, new spirits join 

our group: Welcome Rudradev and Kim !! 

JOSS-board Structure:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*http://www.uhasselt.be/UH/censtat/JOSS 

Each year we organise a lot of nice activities 

for all of you. The list below gives you already 

an idea. The first one coming up is the 

Jenever feast, October 17th.   

 

 October: Jenever Feast 

 November: Bowling 

 December: Ice skating 

 January: End of Exams Part 

 February: City Trip 

 March: Karting 

 April: Soccer 

 

Besides these monthly events, there is also 

the weekly Friday football in the Fitlink, which 

starts already on October 9, 17h-19h.  

 

Read our e-mails carefully if you don’t want 

to miss it!! 
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Position 2015-2016 

President Yannick Vandendijck 

Vice President Stijn Jaspers 

Treasurer Robin Bruyndonckx 

Secretary Eva Santermans 

Scriptor Lisa Hermans  

Entertainer Rudradev  Sengupta 

Kim Hendrickx 

PR Leacky Muchene 

Sports Coordinator Rudradev  Sengupta 

Website* Hilde Pirard 

Photography Trishanta Padayachee 



 

 

End Of Exams-Party 

Caroline Osoro—Master Student 

It turns out that Wintergarden is just a fancy 

name for the university cafeteria. This shock-

ing revelation came to me on the evening of 

Jan 30th. I was prepared to board a bus and 

head for a high end restaurant in Hasselt for 

the JOSS end of exams party. Having consid-

erably lowered my expectations, I humbly 

made my way to the cafeteria. People were 

slowly trickling in and cramming around ta-

bles with familiar faces. It is funny to observe 

the nervousness at the beginning of a party 

when people are shy and stiff but usually at 

the end of the night, they are laughing and 

talking with almost everybody.   

I had just emerged from what I wanted to 

believe was an ‘intelligent conversation’ with 

my supervisors on my PLFD project. The 

nightmare that had been statistical software 

was still lingering and the horror show known 

as Regression was haunting. Regardless, I 

was determined to have a greatest distinction 

at the party.   

The pizzas soon arrived and the atmosphere 

began to relax. You can never go wrong with 

loads of food and drink. People were downing 

the alcohol like it was about to expire and the 

effects were soon noticeable. There was more 

mingling and louder laughter. There were 

various entertainment options available: Kar-

aoke, board games like Jenga (as a patriotic 

Kenyan, I need to point out that this is SWA-

HILI for Build) and dancing.  

It is now official that majority of JOSS mem-

bers can sing. However, there are a few outli-

ers who I strongly urge to take their Biosta-

tistics course even more seriously because 

they have no career in music. But, I guess it’s 

the fact that they even tried that counts, 

right? The board games were quite popular 

too. Jenga seemed to steal the lime light from 

the other games. The participants could not 

even breathe as they moved their building 

blocks over their foot-long models. 

The true test of a great party is the presence 

of gate crashers. I can report that gate crash-

ers were spotted. One of them even went as 

far as participating in the karaoke. As the 

night drew to a close, the DJ changed to 

dance music and soon a good number of peo-

ple were on the dance floor. It was a sad mo-

ment when the party came to an end. I was 

ready to dance and sing till morning. 

It was the best JOSS party ever (sample 
size 1). 
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Cologne City Trip 

Trishanta—Joss Board 

On the 21st of February,  approximately 80 of 

us embarked on a City Trip to Cologne which 

was organised by JOSS. Upon arrival in Co-

logne we were split into three groups outside 

“The Dom” and each group was greeted by 

their respective City Tour Guide. It was great 

to see the beautiful Hohenzollern Bridge and 

learn the history surrounding the initial con-

struction, destruction and reconstruction of 

the bridge. When we looked closely we saw 

that there were thousands of padlocks which 

were attached to the railings of the bridge – 

which bears close resemblance to the popular 

“Lovers Bridge” in Paris. 

We proceeded to walk alongside the Rhine, 

passing several equestrian statues and mon-

uments. My favourite part of the tour was ex-

ploring the Old Town with its quaint and col-

ourful Medieval styled houses and narrow 

streets. We, possibly strategically, ended up 

at the Town Hall at 11.50am where our tour 

guide delivered a detailed description of the 

symbolism of the various sculptures which 

adorn the Town Hall. We were all captivated 

by Platzjabbeck (a grotesque wooden face), 

and waited patiently for the clock to strike 

the hour so that we may see him move for-

ward and stick out his tongue.   

Opposite the town hall was the Farina fra-

grance museum. It was only at this point that 

I realised the name of the city “Cologne” 

does not coincidentally form part of  the well 

known “Eau de Cologne”. Our walking tour 

ended at The Dom, the largest and most 

magnificent Cathedral I had ever seen.  Dur-

ing our free time after the tour I chose to un-

dertake  my own “Taste Tour” during which  I 

sampled Schnitzel, pretzel, braadworst and  

German beer while taking in the view of the 

Rhine river. I also seized the opportunity to 

experience shopping in a European city other 

than Hasselt. As a chocolate lover of note I 

would have liked to have visited the Choco-

late Museum but will have to save that for my 

next visit to Cologne! In short, I would de-

scribe Cologne as a colourful city full of con-

trast, where the old and new co-exist in per-

fect harmony. The trip to Cologne also result-

ed in me adding to my previously non-

existent German vocabulary. 
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After the huge success of last year, the kart-

ing activity was held this year for the second 

time in a row. On April 15th, we gathered at 

the agora to leave for Action Kart in Kiewit. 

Since it was the first karting experience for 

many amongst us,  some safety and driving 

instructions were considered useful. Appar-

ently, in contrast to last year, the instructions 

seemed to be much clearer since almost no 

crashes were observed. Nevertheless, the 

battle for the fastest lap was extremely excit-

ing.    

Many of you will not know, but that Wednes-

day was a special day since the current 

president of JOSS celebrated his 27th birth-

day. Unfortunately for him, he was not 

granted the victory, as JOSS-karting-

specialist Thomas drove the fastest  lap (just 

like he did last year). Or didn't he? On the 

final score sheet, there seemed to be an 

outlying value.  7 seconds for one lap: it 

seemed impossible. After a while, it became 

clear that this outlier was the result of a 

ghost-driver, who had taken a wrong turn at 

the start of the race. Thanks to a swift reac-

tion of the instructor, no-one got hurt and all 

riders could enjoy their race ;).  

Despite of this minor incident in the begin-

ning, we all had a fun afternoon filled with a 

lot of speed.  We all felt a bit like the Hamil-

tons and Vettels of this world and I think 

everyone enjoyed it.  For everyone who got 

caught by the need for speed: keep an eye on 

the announcements of our upcoming events 

as we will most certainly race again this year! 
Karting 

Stijn—Joss Board 
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Football 

Martin —Joss Board 

On Friday, 24th April 2015, the annual JOSS 

football cup took place in Fitlink. Besides the 

teams, large crowd has gathered to support 

their favourites in the struggle for JOSS cup. 

Second year students were eager to compen-

sate for the last year when they were so close 

to the first place, but they lost to their seniors 

by one goal. First year students build the 

strong team and hoped to surprise their op-

ponents by novel tactics. JOSS members 

were terribly humiliated by both students’ 

teams previous year, so they were highly mo-

tivated to show that it was just one bad day 

and not usual performance.  



 

 

The match started with first year against 

staff. The beginning was rather defensive, 

both teams were trying to warm up and the 

performance was rather balanced.  However, 

eventually, first year scored own goal and 

their morale was severely hit. Staff felt its 

chance and scored several goals in fast pace, 

leaving the game with final score of 4:1.  

After short rest, the JOSS staff played against 

the second year and it was clear from the be-

ginning who was the favourite team there. 

Second year players were faster and stronger 

and soon they were leading the game with 

4:2. Staff members caught the second breath 

and adapted their game pace. Slowly the ad-

vantage on field shifted towards them and 

the game ended with the score-line tied-up at 

4:4.  

So, the title of champion was in hands of sec-

ond year now. If they win by less than 3 

goals difference, staff team will win. If the 

score is higher, the cup is theirs. They felt 

very confident, but first year students did not 

want to lose again so much. They mobilized 

all their remaining forces and with the sup-

port of audience, they were able to resist for 

most of the game. The game was very fast, 

very physical and both teams played at the 

edges of their abilities. It looked for long time 

it will end up with low scores, but eventually, 

just few minutes before the final whistle, 

when the first year team did not have any 

energy left, Second year team scored one 

goal after another and finished the game with 

4:0, the minimum score needed for them to 

be the Champions for the academic year 

2014-2015..!!   

Congratulations!  

On Thursday April 25, 2015 the 6th UHasselt 

Campusrun was organized. A record number 

of people joined this edition! About 700 run-

ners participated in the 3.4km or 10km run 

from the UHasselt Campus in Diepenbeek to 

the Kapermolenpark in Hasselt. Besides an 

excellent health training, the runners also 

supported the fight against cancer, since all 

entry fees went to the organisation ‘Kom op 

Tegen Kanker’. For this edition, JOSS paid 

the entry fee of the first 10 Master of Statis-

tics students that registered in the Cam-

pusrun. So many thanks to: Trung Dung 

Tran, Huong Ly Le, Mary Wambu, Kassu Me-

hari Beyene, Lei Du Cuny, Olympia Tumolva, 

Van Thang Hoang, Armel Maurice Cheugoua, 

Fridah Wanjala, Tesfaldet Weldeselassie, Mai 

Phuong Thao Tran. 

And an extra round of 

applause to Lei since 

she ran the 10km. 

So thanks again for 

putting on your run-

ning shoes and support 

the fight against can-

cer! 

 

 

Pictures on: http://www.uhasselt.be/UH/
Fotoboek/Fotoboek-2014-2015/Fotoboek-
2014-2015-Campusrun.html 
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Campusrun 

Yannick —Joss Board 



 

 

Proclamation 

Lisa —JOSS Board 

On September 14, 2015  a fresh 

load of students obtained the 

Master of Statistics. Congratula-

tions to all and good luck in your 

future professional careers!! 
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At the end of the exam period in June, tradi-

tionally a BBQ is organised for all students 

and staff members.  

This year, due to some circumstances, the 

BBQ was shifted to September 11th. It was a 

very nice evening with good food and espe-

cially great company. Students, professors 

and others come together to celebrate the 

end of one academic year and the beginning 

of another.  

JOSS-BBQ 

Lisa —JOSS Board 



 

 

Next activity -> Don’t miss it!! 

    JOSS 
Universiteit Hasselt 

Agoralaan 1 , 3590 Diepenbeek 

Joint Organization of Statistics 

Scholars 

Feedback: 

We welcome your comments and 
feedback on this newsletter. Please email 

your feedback to 
 

E-mail:  joss@uhasselt.be 

Contributions:  

If you would like to contribute an article 
or to let us know about a news item or 
an event in your life, please send an e-

mail to 
 

E-mail:  joss@uhasselt.be 

Web:  

www.censtat.be/joss  

-> Check out our new 

website!! 
and join us on facebook! 
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