
 
 
 

Diepenbeek, December 5, 2006 
 
 
 

NEWSLETTER - NEWSLETTER - NEWSLETTER 
 

 

Dear A²B²D members, dear students, 

  

Welcome to what will be the last newsletter of 2006.  This issue will be your guide for 

the next two(!) months, so read it slowly and carefully, since a lot of very important 

information is in it.  Of course, the most important item to read is the announcement 

for the Christmas party.  This long-lasting A²B²D tradition guarantees heaps of fun 

and a gathering of both staff and students to celebrate the end of the first term.  For 

you Biostat students out there, this will mean celebrating the end of the exams, while 

the Applied students can celebrate that there were no exams yet.  Obviously, the more 

the merrier, so don’t hesitate and register as soon as possible!  

 

If you are hoping to enjoy a real, white Christmas in Belgium, don’t get your hopes 

up.  The last white Christmas dates back to 1986 (indeed the magical year that 

Belgium almost won the Soccer World Championships), and before that we have to 

go back to 1964.  

 

Before you go back to studying, don’t forget to read the stories from the ice-skating 

and bowling events.  Both turned out to be a lot of fun! 

 

So, good luck with the exams and see you all on December 21st at the Christmas 

party.  Don’t forget your good mood! 

 

Philippe Haldermans 

Your vice-president 

 

Alumni Applied, Biostatistics and Bioinformatics 
Diepenbeek (A²B²D) 
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Did you know ……… 
 
 
 
� That A2B2D went bowling at Sportopolis last November 15?  See some 

pictures and read more about it in this issue.  We’ve also included the 

“raw data” along with some descriptive statistics.  ☺  

 
 
 
� That many students went ice-skating, some for the first time, last 

November 30?  Read further to see how it went. 

 
 
 
� That preparations are now being made for the Annual Christmas Party?   

It will be on December 21, 2006 at 8:30 p.m. (after the city walk 

organized by CCG).  The deadline for registration is the 14th of 

December.  You may register online at: 

  http://www.censtat.be/student/alumni/Christmas.asp.  

 
 
 
� The Censtat t-shirt will be available very soon?  We will try to have them 

out before the Christmas holiday.  Stocks are limited … so buy early! 

 
 
 
� That this year’s city trip will be Paris?  The dates for our trip will 

tentatively be either 12-15 April or 21-24 April.  More details shall 

follow in the coming months, so please check your email and the website 

regularly to keep updated about this.     

 
 
 
� That we are still waiting for you to register for membership to A2B2D?   

Registration is free, but you do have to fill up the form available online 

from A2B2D’s website or simply click on the following link: 

   http://www.censtat.be/student/alumni/form.asp. 
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Ice Skating 
 

 

 

Last November 30, a group of 21 Censtat students and some A2B2D board members 

went ice-skating at the indoor ice-skating rink in Hasselt.  This activity has always 

been quite fun, since many of our students usually only get to try this sport for the 

first time during A2B2D’s ice-skating activity.  This year was no different – it was an 

evening of fun, falls, and even more falls. 

 

They say: “A picture paints a thousand words…”  So we decided to narrate the 

evening through pictures.  Here’s our 20,000-word article. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The “stand-alones” . . . . . . . . . . 

The rail “hangers-on” . . . . . . . . . . 

The trainer-rack “hangers-on” . . . . . . . . . . 
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The jumpers and a kneeler . . . . . . . . . . 

The whole gang. 

The birds . . . . . . . . . . huh??? 
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Bowling 
by Usman Muhammad 

 

 

On the evening of 15th November 

2006, A2B2D arranged a bowling 

activity on campus (Sportopolis) for 

the all the students of Censtat.  It was 

an extremely nice experience to be 

there with the organizing team. 

 

 
Since most of the M.S. Applied 

Statistics students still don’t know the 

facilities and activities available on 

campus, they got an opportunity to know 

lots of new things about sports and 

activities on campus.  

 
 

 
We played two games but more than that we had lots of fun there because for 

many students it was a very first experience to play this game.  We ended with 

drinks and the hope that in the future we will see many more of these kinds of 

activities.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Censtat students take a break from bowling to pose for the camera. 

Players warming up for the game. 

Good form!  Will it be a strike?   
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Since we are statisticians, we thought it might be fun to 

actually present some “statistics” here.  You will find 

below the scores from both games, the ranking per 

game, and the overall ranking.  Feel free to conduct any 

type of valid “statistical analysis” you wish. 

 

GAME 1 GAME 2 
NAME 

Score Rank Score Rank 

Overall Rank 

An 93 10   16 
Aurthur 119 4   5 
Bruce 110 6 110 4 9 , 9 
Dapsy 72 15   23 
Dirk 99 8 82 8 13 , 20 
Edward 85 12   18 
Feng 53 21   31 
Gafe 70 17   25 
Greet 66 19 112 3 28 , 8 
Jovanna   54 10 30 
Mark 142 1 70 9 2 , 25 
Mervic 63 20   29 
Nana 72 15   23 
Niel 118 5   6 
Nzumu 73 14   22 
Philip 102 7   11 
Philippe 122 3 99 6 4 , 13 
Sofie 70 17 118 2 25 
Timothy 81 13   21 
Tina 130 2 148 1 3 , 1 
Usman 97 9 85 7 15 , 18 
Vishca 89 11 102 5 17 , 11 
Zhu Qi 27 22 35 11 33 , 32 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STATISTIC VALUE  
Mean 89.94 
Standard Error 4.98 
Median 89 
Mode 70 
Standard Deviation 28.61 
Sample Variance 818.43 
Kurtosis -0.2144 
Skewness -0.0736 
Range 121 
Minimum 27 
Maximum 148 
Sum 2968 
Count 33 
Largest(1) 148 
Smallest(1) 27 
Confidence Level(95.0%) 10.14 
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Activities 
 
 
Christmas Party 
 
Our annual Christmas party takes place December 21.  We are planning to have karaoke 
during the program.  The subscription fee for A2B2D members is €12, which is inclusive 
of the food and drinks that will be served that evening.  To help us in organizing this 
successfully, we need to know how many persons to expect.  Please register online via 
the link http://www.censtat.be/student/alumni/Christmas.asp before the 14th of December.  
After online registration, payments can be made to any board member or by bank transfer 
to our A2B2D account (011-2674376-65). 
 

KaraokeKaraokeKaraokeKaraoke (from the Japanese words: karakarakarakara, meaning "empty" or "void", and 
ōkesutorakesutorakesutorakesutora, meaning "orchestra") is a form of entertainment in which an 
amateur singer or singers sing along with recorded music on a microphone.   

 
 
New Year’s Reception 
 
In celebration of the New Year, the city of Hasselt treats everyone to free drinks and food 
on January 7, 2007 at 3 p.m.  If you missed meeting the mayor at the Genever Feast, now 
is your chance to meet him.  We will send an email about the details for this soon.   
 
 
City Trip 
 
Each year, A2B2D organizes a city trip for the students.  In the past, we have gone to Paris 
and Amsterdam.  This year, it will be “Paris in the springtime.”  It’s a great opportunity to 
see one of the most famous cities in the world.  Although we are still in the planning stage 
for this trip, we are considering the following dates in April: either between the 12th – 15th 
or between the 21st – 24th.  We shall keep you updated about the details of the trip in the 
coming months, via email and the website. 
 
 
Soccer Games 
 
As part of the A2B2D sporting activities, it has become a tradition that Applied and 
Biostatistics students take time off every Friday afternoon for a football match.  This 
weekly event takes place in Fitlink sports centre from 6-7 p.m. every Friday.  This is 
expected to be an interesting and particularly relaxing atmosphere.  And for free, you 
become physically fit.  Practical arrangements may be obtained from Arthur Kangombe, 
one of the Biostatistics students currently responsible for arranging games.  Hope to see 
you there! 
 
 
 
Informal Activities 
 
Students who would like to organize an activity, such as ice-skating, a movie etc. please 
feel free to contact Dirk and/or Philippe.  They will be happy to arrange the necessary 
equipment.  Ideas for other kinds of events are welcome too. 
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Jokes 
 

There was once a group of Biostatisticians and a group of 

Epidemiologists riding together on a train to joint meetings.  

All the Epidemiologists had tickets, but the Biostatisticians 

only had one ticket between them.  Inquisitive by nature, the 

Epidemiologists asked the Biostatisticians how they were going 

to get away with such a small sample of tickets when the 

conductor came through.  The Biostatisticians said, "Easy.  We have methods for 

dealing with that." Later, when the conductor came to punch tickets, all the 

Biostatisticians slipped quietly into the bathroom.  When the conductor knocked on 

the door, the head Biostatistician slipped their one ticket under the door 

thoroughly fooling the layman conductor. 

 

After the joint meetings were over, the Biostatisticians and the Epidemiologists 

again found themselves on the same train. Always quick to catch on, the 

Epidemiologists had purchased one ticket between them.  The Biostatisticians 

(always on the cutting edge) had purchased NO tickets for 

the trip home.  Confused, the Epidemiologists asked the 

Biostatisticians "We understand how your methods worked 

when you had one ticket, but how can you possibly get away 

with no tickets?"  "Easy," replied the Biostatisticians smugly, 

"we have different methods for dealing with that situation."  

 

Later, when the conductor was in the next car, all the Epidemiologists trotted off 

to the bathroom with their one ticket and all the Biostatisticians packed into the 

other bathroom.  Shortly, the head Biostatistician crept over to where the 

Epidemiologists were hiding and knocked authoritatively on the door.  As they had 

been instructed, the Epidemiologists slipped their one ticket under the door.  The 

head Biostatistician took the Epidemiologists' one and only ticket and returned 

triumphantly to the Biostatistician group.  Of course, the Epidemiologists were 

subsequently discovered and publicly humiliated. 

 

MORAL OF THE STORY: Do not use statistical methods unless you understand the 

principles behind them. 


