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NEWSLETTER - NEWSLETTER - NEWSLETTER 
 

Dear A²B²D members, dear students, 

 

In name of the A²B²D board, I’d like to wish you xin nian kuai le, gelukkige nuwejaar, šťastný 

nový rok, une bonne année, С Новым Годом, feliz año nuevo, yeni yiliniz kutlu olsun…  We 

wish you and those close to you good health and all the best on both your personal and 

professional life, and of course, a lot of statistical joy.  

 

We closed 2006 with our annual Christmas Party which was a success with over 50 participants.  

We had the honour to present our new CenStat T-shirt, a souvenir which reminds you of the time 

spent at this university and CenStat.  As a by-product of the karaoke, some censtatisticians even 

had a great idea to form a band.  Will 2007 be their breakthrough year?  

 

Looking forward to 2007, A²B²D has planned a lot of exciting activities.  We have our mind-

boggling Easter quiz, our city trip to one of the most famous cities around the world: Paris, and 

finally, our annual barbeque in June.  As you read through this newsletter you will find more 

information on all these events.  

 

May we remind you that also this year there is the world evening organized at our university?  

Following last year's big success (have a look at http://www.ccgdiepenbeek.be/afrika-

avond.htm) our students will again offer us an evening of appetizers, workshops, meals and a big 

multicultural show from several different countries and cultures on Wednesday, March 7, 17 h at 

our Agora.  Unfortunately, there is a clash for the biostatistics students with a project deadline.  

So we encourage the applied statistics students to put in extra effort to make us familiar with 

their native dishes, etc.  

 

Happy New Year!!!  

Niel Hens  

Your President 

Alumni Applied, Biostatistics and Bioinformatics 
Diepenbeek (A²B²D) 
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Did you know ……… 
 

 

� That the Annual Christmas Party last December 21 was a huge success?   

With everyone singing Karaoke.  See the story and some pictures in this 

issue.  

 

� That A2B2D went ice-skating again last January 18?  As in the past, it 

turned out to be a very fun-filled evening.  Read on to find out how it 

went and to see some photos of that night. 

 

� That we are featuring, in this issue, a letter from a former M.S. 

Biostatistics student?  Read more about his touching experiences in 

Belgium in the Feature section. 

 

� That John Maringwa, A2B2D’s sports coordinator, got married last 

December?  Our congratulations and best wishes to John and his bride, 

Emelda.  

 

� That this year’s city trip to Paris has now been set for April 13-15?  The 

absolute deadline for registration (and payment) is February 16.  Find 

out more details at http://www.censtat.be/student/alumni/Paris.pdf.  

Don’t delay … subscribe now at room D5. 

 

� The CenStat T-Shirt is now available?  The shirt features the CenStat 

logo and “Ten Reasons to Be a Statistician.”  Hurry and get yours while 

stocks are still available. 

 

� That we are still waiting for you to register for membership to A2B2D?   

Registration is free, but you do have to fill up the form available online 

from A2B2D’s website or simply click on the following link: 

   http://www.censtat.be/student/alumni/form.asp. 
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A2B2D Christmas Party 
by Arthur Ricky Kang’ombe 

 

 

Sometimes when you miss on something, you hope for a repetition, that, as we are all 
aware statistically, may not be organized exactly in the same way as before.  Make hay 
while the sun shines, especially with the Belgian sun, was the story of the day as 
A2B2D surprised its crew of statisticians and professors with another sizzling 
Christmas party on the night the sun entered the tropical of Capricorn last year.  
 
What was surprising was the pace with which the party progressed.  The party started 
slowly as the party-goers organized themselves in small groups in the Agoralaan 
vestibule, probably discussing the surprising package that the just-ended biostatistics 
exams had brought and getting to know each other.  Amidst the jokes and laughter, the 
population of soft drinks and beer was decaying exponentially.  The cute and amazing 
DJ was testing his equipment with nice music as those with angel voices fumbled with 
the karaoke notebooks for songs, albeit most being old 
songs.  It was a trying and tempting moment as fun-
lovers searched for new voices.  The atmosphere was 
cozy with two heaters warming the surrounding air.  
On the other hand, the A2B2D marketing crew was 
busy selling the new A2B2D T-shirts at €12, to which 
other statisticians muttered expensive, who cares!  
Students bought in multitudes, true D?  What’s more 
motivating was the self curriculum vitae at the back of 
the T-shirts that summarized the ten reasons for being 
the so famous statisticians.  Hey Fisher, on a bike in 
Diepenbeek, see what you started. 
 
Then from the corner of my eye saw something conspicuously appetizing, holy nuns!  
Hot pizza.  It was expected, yeah, but the way it was introduced was extra special, as 
the pizza men walked religiously with it to the table.  So it was pizza time, choose 

your type.  Not only was it pizza time but also time to take pictures 
with our professors and probably discuss exam results.  The mood 
was so elegant that the DJ couldn’t hold it any longer, so it was 
karaoke time.  No one, and absolutely no one, dared dampen the 
mood as the Celine Dions of our campus entertained us to touching 
music.  Captivated by the beauty of it all, it was therefore not 
surprising that I momentarily nursed the thought of ever forming 
A2B2D Chi-square band. 

  
Then came time for an ankle-breaking dance that left 
nobody watching.  The DJ took the house by storm.  As we 
squirmed to the stunning songs, the site was celebratory and 
will go a long time in memory.  Participants continued to 
dance and “karaoked” even more beautifully as if 
unshackled by the group dance.  What a beautiful sight to 
behold! 
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That was not all, take home pizza.  Remember the feeding of the five thousand.  I must 
admit this was more than we bargained for.  But what?  That’s the spirit.  That just 
shows the precision with which the party was organized, maximum fun.  
Congrats organization crew.  After the take home pizza, the famous party 
came to an end, what a good way to start the festive season of the birth of 
Our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Chinese contingent shows their stuff. The African nations won’t concede. 

Our very own past president, 
Herbert Thijs, belts a few notes. 

Looks like a pro, complete with a 
couple of back-up singers. 

CenStat professors take time out to enjoy the party. 
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Skate warsSkate warsSkate warsSkate wars    

Episode 2Episode 2Episode 2Episode 2    
 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introducing a new set of characters . . . the floor scrapers. 
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 Members of the Galactic Senate. 

Hmmm … the “birds” and the “jumpers” seem to have cloned each other. 

Some remnants of the “rail hangers-on.” 

Jedi knights or the Olympic figure-skating team? . . . . . . NOT!!! 

Count Dooku, Padme and Dormé. 
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Activities 
 
City Trip 
 
As you may already know, this year’s city trip will be to Paris from April 13-15.  
There are only a limited number of slots for this trip, and therefore, we urge you to 
subscribe early.  The deadline for registration is February 16 and the subscription 
price is €150, which includes: 2-night accommodation at a 2-star hotel, transportation 
cost (to and from Diepenbeek) and breakfast.  You can subscribe with Liesbeth 
Bruckers at room D5.  Read more about beautiful Paris and the details of our trip at: 
http://www.censtat.be/student/alumni/Paris.pdf. 
 
Snowboarding 
 
On February 13th at 6 p.m., A2B2D goes snowboarding.  This activity will take place 
at Snowworld, which is one of the biggest indoor ski-pistes of this region.  If you are 
interested in joining, you need to register immediately by sending an email to our 
entertainment crew.  The subscription fee is €21.50, which is inclusive of 
transportation costs, entrance fee for 4 hours and equipment rental.   
 

Snowboarding Snowboarding Snowboarding Snowboarding : gliding over snow with a board 
 
Soccer Games 
 
As part of the A2B2D sporting activities, it has become a tradition that Applied and 
Biostatistics students take time off every Friday afternoon for a football match.  This 
weekly event takes place in Fitlink sports centre from 6-7 p.m. every Friday.  This is 
expected to be an interesting and particularly relaxing atmosphere.  And for free, you 
become physically fit.  Practical arrangements may be obtained from Arthur 
Kangombe, one of the Biostatistics students currently responsible for arranging 
games.  Hope to see you there! 
 
 
 
Informal Activities 
 
Students who would like to organize an activity, such as ice-skating, a movie etc. 
please feel free to contact Dirk and/or Philippe.  They will be happy to arrange the 
necessary equipment.  Ideas for other kinds of events are welcome too. 
 
 

Others 
 
CenStat T-Shirts 
 
The newly printed Censtat T-Shirts with the CenStat logo and “Ten Reasons to Be a 
Statistician” are now available.  For a very cheap price of €12, you can avail of a 
high-quality tee, and, not to mention, a nice souvenir from your days at UHasselt.  
You can purchase your t-shirt at room H10. 
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Feature 
 

 

I was born in 1974 in the small village of Morcellement St André in the north of the 

island of Mauritius. My country is mostly known for its tourist attractions: blue and 

calm lagoon, sandy white beaches, sunshine all year round and smiling faces. 

Though we lived very modestly, my father being a sugarcane planter and my 

mother a housewife, I had a very happy childhood.  I used to play with my cousins 

and friends in the sugar fields after school. Later on as teenager I hang around with 

them. The only sad event was the death of my elder brother at the age of ten for 

some unknown reason. This was the only sorrow, which I learned to live with.  

 

After secondary school, I wanted to study statistics which was not possible in my 

country. I gained admission in a French university unfortunately this was too 

expensive for my parents. So I enrolled for a Programme in Agriculture the 

University of Mauritius.  The course did nothing but increased my liking for 

statistics. Afterwards, I started working at the Ministry of Agriculture where I was 

also involved in statistical analysis until I came across an advertisement for the 

VLIR scholarship in Biostatistics at the former Limburgs Universitair Centrum 

(LUC). I remember my heart pounding when I saw it as this represented a golden 

opportunity for me to study statistics. I did not get the scholarship but I was 

granted admission to the programme with some reservation because of my 

academic background. Still I believed I could make it and obtained an education 

loan to finance my studies.  

 

My story in Belgium started in October 2000. At the beginning life was very hard, 

tough courses, cold weather, some language problem and, of course, nostalgia for 

my country and family. With the support of my very good friends Dominik from 

Germany and Valerie from Belgium, my landlord, Luc, and my classmates Lisa, 

from China and Alfred from Cameroon, I started to make it through. In addition I 

had the support of all the staff, without exception, of the Censtat of LUC and the 

Department of Statistics, who were constantly encouraging me in this field, 

provided the conducive environment for me to perform. I was very happy at that 

time because I was studying something I have always dreamt of and it was working 

perfectly. Then came March 2001, when I came back late after taking an exam and 

preparing for another, Dominik and I hardly started to have dinner, when I 

suffered from an epileptic crisis. Dominik immediately called the ambulance and 

brought me to hospital where I was told that I had a tumour in my brain.   
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At the hospital, the doctor told me that after the surgery I would probably lose half 

of my memory. Life suddenly had no meaning for me but yet it became so precious. 

It was quite hard for me to inform my parents and especially my girlfriend, Doreen, 

who were physically so far away from me. Upon the advice of Luc, and Valerie’s 

parents, who very kindly took the complete responsibility for my treatment, though 

I was a stranger to them, I went to another hospital for surgery, which was 

successful. However, another problem cropped up. In fact, just after the surgery, the 

cranial fluid was dropping out though my left nostril and after many scans, it was 

found that this was due to a crack in the skull.  There was a second surgery which 

also went well. 

 

As would say, Professor Geert Molenberghs, “there is no free lunch”, I had to bear 

the costs of hospitalisation, and they were quite expensive. The more so for someone 

coming from Developing Countries like mine. During my stay in Belgium, I only 

could afford having an insurance which however to me, could only partially cover 

the costs of my surgical operations. It was very hard for my parents to cover the 

supplementary costs. Fortunately, the rest was covered by the fund-raising 

activities which the staff and students (and all members of the A2BD) of the 

Statistics Department of the former LUC undertook, and I would like to write a little 

more on this as it was really a heart-touching action, which I keep on talking about 

and would never forget.  

 

In fact, I remember very well, one of my Professors from the Statistics Department 

asked me if I was agreeable to the fund-raising activities in order to help me paying 

the costs incurred in the surgical operations. Given the high costs of two subsequent 

surgical operations, this request was like another gift from God (after first saving 

my life!), and I was really amazed by this thought. Without much delay, all the staff 

and students of the Statistics Department together with the A2BD  did endeavour to 

organise different fund-raising activities, and in so doing we discovered so many 

hidden talents. For example, one friend from Cuba was an expert in Salsa Dance, 

and he was teaching this dance at a token fee to be contributed to the fund. Another 

very good friend, Kim, from Belgium was found to be not only a good cook but also 

very good in marketing! In fact, she prepared delicious pancakes and was selling 

them at the University, in the buses, at railway stations in Hasselt, again at cheap 

price to be contributed to the fund. Others were organising and managing “bring 

and buy” type of fair at the University, whilst others communicated with the local 

newspapers and advertised the fund-raising activities, where the public, in general, 
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was invited to make donations. And like these were so many initiatives that were 

taken for the fund-raising activities, and I don’t mention any names so as not to 

leave out anybody. This allowed me to pay all my hospital fees and purchase 

medicines.   

 

I must say the people in Belgium were really fantastic. They have been all so kind 

and supportive, all the neighbours, the lady in the “apotheek” and others. 

 

After successfully completing my studies, I returned to Mauritius, I got a better job 

and got married to Doreen. Now both of us are settled and enjoying our life 

peacefully in our small island. And this has only been possible thanks to the endless 

support, both moral and/ or financial, which my Professors and friends (and all 

members of the A2BD) of the Statistics Department of the former LUC, and Luc my 

former landlord (now my good friend) and his parents have ever expressed.  

 

I could go on writing but words are not enough to express my gratitude towards all 

those, who in one way or the other, contributed during my difficult times. I remain 

thankful to so much support and friendship from all the people I have met during 

these hard times in Belgium. I just wish to tell you keep being great, you mean very 

much to me. 

 

This article is a small Christmas gift to you, …… be merry and love each other, 

tomorrow we never know! 

 

Those days the Statistics Department was a true family and I sincerely hope that 

this spirit does not get lost along the way because there is nothing more important 

than true friendship in this life………..maybe not even Statistics.   

 

 

Mr. Shyamduth Ramrekha 

Royal Road 

Morcellement St. André 

Plaine des Papayes 

Republic of Mauritius 

 

 

 

 


