
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Diepenbeek, June ‘08 

 

Dear A²B²D members, dear students, 

  

The academic year 2007-2008 is coming to its end.  We hope you’ve enjoyed 

the ‘regular’ academic year and by the time you read this newsletter also the 

annual A²B²D-BBQ.  As a student of our master program, you learned about 

statistics, bioinformatics and many more.  However, for some of you, this is not 

the end, since thesis time is here.  During two months, you will experience 

what doing statistics is all about: managing data; browsing literature; 

developing methods; applying them to data.  Sounds like fun! 

 

While we approach the end of an academic year, the new one is not far away.  

The A²B²D board is also thinking ahead and some of its current members have 

decided to pass on their duties to other and new members.  Together with me, 

Dirk and Kris say goodbye to you and we hope to meet you as regular 

participants at A²B²D activities.  We welcome new candidates to join the board 

and at this moment we are very happy to announce that Emmanuele, Kasim, 

Arthur and Setia will join the board.  As A²B²D president, I would like to thank 

all of you who contributed and will contribute to A²B²D, and thus, for adding to 

the well-being of all students.  

 

Your president  

Niel Hens 
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Did you know ……… 
 

 

� That the yearly football match between CenStat staff and students 

from the M.S. programmes was held last March 21st?  See some 

pictures and read more about it in this issue. 

 
 

� That A2B2D joined Adventure Day last May 17th?  See some 

pictures and read more about it in this issue.     

 

 

� That the Annual A2B2D Barbecue was held last June 30th?  The 

event was a success?  Read further to know more about the evening 

and to see some pictures.  

 

 

� That yet again there has been another addition to the pool of 

CenStat babies?  Marte, the 2nd daughter of Christel Faes, was born 

last April 21st.  Congratulations to Christel, Sven and Hanne. 

 

 

� That the Chinese students of UHasselt (including many in our 

programs) organized a fundraising activity last June 6th for the 

earthquake victims of Sichuan, China?  Check out our Feature 

section to read more about this effort. 
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CenStat Soccer Fiesta 
By Samuel Iddi 

 
 
I am convinced that anyone who missed the action after 
reading this piece will be disenchanted for not showing up 
for the soccer tournament that was organized by CenStat 
and held at Fitlink.  It was a wonderful tournament 

characterised by astonishing discoveries.  The two hour soccer match started at 
0300hrs on 21/05/2008.  The atmosphere before the games was electrifying as the 
players from the participating teams warmed up to face the battle.  Every player was 
putting on a display that was capable of scaring the opponents and even an ant to run 
into its hole.  The spectators were also engaged in fervent argument over which team 
was going to carry the day.  But as the saying goes, the end justifies the means.  
 
The first match of the day was supposed to be played between CenStat (PhD students 
and lecturers) and the second years (Biostatistics as they were referred to).  The 
referee had whistled and signalled for the players of the second year to show up but 
his efforts were in vain.  It was disappointing as the CenStat players were waiting to 
thrash them because they were tagged as the favourites for the tournament.  After 10 
minutes, the referee called off the game awarding all 3 maximum points to the 
CenStat team with 2 goals. 
 
There was no time to waste and the second match had to begin.  The first years were 
eager to make an impression for this match was their first ever outing.  Unfortunately 
for their team, they were missing their midfield dynamo in action due to injury and he 
had taken up the refereeing position.  The CenStat players were all poised to discharge 
havoc on the young men.  The game had begun and the first years seemed to have 
control.  It was not long before their efforts resulted in the first goal through striker 
Lecko.  There was great joy and all expectations were that they will defend till the end 
of the game.  The CenStat strikers were not that dangerous up front and that prompted 
the first years to surge further for goals.  It was Gideon now who had proved skeptics 
wrong by netting the second goal.  Two further goals came in succession during the 
second half of the game through David and in-form Arthur.  It was a disappointing 
performance from the big guys because they had the squad that was capable of even 
taking the Champions League.  4-0 ended the game.  
 
The next match continued 
between the first years and 
the second years who had 
missed their first match.  
They were like wounded 
lions ready to devour which 
ever team came their way.  
They produced the first 
chance of the game but 
squandered it.  Pressure was 
mounting on the first years 
who look so tired because 
they had to continue this 
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game immediately after having sent the CenStat team 
sitting aside and pondering over their loss.  A magical 
effort from David, as he releases a fast pass to Lecko; 
Lecko did not think twice but put the ball past the second 
year goalie for the opener.  The game had turned around 
and the second years seem disorganized.   Pressure was 
mounting, Arthur again, nice pairing with Lecko, and 
finally, it was Gideon’s superb strike that sent the 
goalkeeper sprawling on the floor after a dive in vain.  
Skeptics will be surprised because Gideon has proven to 
be a potent man upfront.  There was no way back into the 
game for the favourites of the tournament.  Nothing was going well with them.  Will 
they survive in the hands of the hungry first years who are determine to disgrace every 
team today?  Ooooh noooo, they could not!!!  Lecko had exacerbated their 
predicaments. 3-0 is the scoreline now.  How I wish you were on the field to see their 
devastating state.  They could not withstand the power and skills of the young men 
and were glad to have lost by 4-0 at the end of the game.  
 
Will the second years be able to cope after failing to outwit the first years who had 
played them immediately after their first game?  I doubted myself because the CenStat 
squad had now been invigorated and were packed with more fresh legs.  My 
pessimism was not defied.  The CenStat team, through dynamic Abel (hat trick) and 
Papa Johnny, had won the game by 4 goals to 1.  The second years had become a 
punching bag of the tournament.  
 
It was now the moment for revenge, the battle between the indomitable first years and 
the revitalized CenStat team was to be initiated.  It looked like there was not going to 
be a winner until Lecko scored his fourth goal of the tournament, which was also the 
one that helped him claim the golden boot.  Few moments to the end of the game and 
Gideon was on target with his third of the soccer fiesta.  The scoreline was 2-0 in 
favour of the first years.    
 
The first years had stayed to play the last game of the tournament with the team 
turned punching boys.  Oye, the goalie of the first years was with all joy for he had 
kept a clean sheet to almost the end of the tournament, thanks to David at the defense.  
This time the second years were well composed and determined to have their first 
goal and win of the 2-hour tournament.  Some wonderful saves from their goalkeeper 
was surely one of their strengths at this point.  The long awaited goal for the second 
years had come.  It was Peter who broke the silence. Oye had finally been beaten in 

the post.  Could this be their victory?  Let’s wait to see.  The 
brain behind the success of the first years, the master tactician, 
Coach Trevor, who also doubled as the camera man on the day 
was in negotiation with Sammy.  The injured, Abedi Pele-like 
player Sammy had agreed to redeem his team from the lone 
goal.  He quickly substituted the tired Gideon who had had a 
fine tournament.  A fast pass from Sammy through to Arthur 
and he narrowly missed the post.  The second years were 
unyielding.  The game seemed to be in their favour as all 
efforts from the first years were fruitless.  A loose pass from 
second year goalie, with the alacrity of a mouse in the site of 
an aggressive cat, Arthur pounced on it, could this be the 
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equalizer?  Ooooooh it is!!! Arthur scored and 
that was the last goal of the tournament.  1-1 
was the final scoreline.  
 
The finest tournament had finally ended.  It 
was Lecko who took the golden boot.  The first 
years had been fantastic and lifted the trophy in 
courtesy to Coach Trevor.  If granted the power 
and without bias (oh Molenberghs!! I have 
used the B-word), the best player of the 
tournament certainly was Lecko, who put up a 
superb performance, was the engine of the first 
year midfields and netted the most goals.  
 

 

 

MatchMatchMatchMatch    SCORELSCORELSCORELSCORELINEINEINEINE    

1111    CenStat - vs. 2nd Year - 

2222    1st Year 4 vs. CenStat 0 

3333    2nd Year 0 vs. 1st Year 4 

4444    CenStat 4 vs. 2nd Year 1 

5555    1st Year 2 vs. CenStat 0 

6666    2nd Year 1 vs. 1st Year 1 
 
 
 

TeamsTeamsTeamsTeams    PlayedPlayedPlayedPlayed    PointsPointsPointsPoints    GoalsGoalsGoalsGoals    LossLossLossLoss    WinWinWinWin    DrawDrawDrawDraw    

1111stststst Year Year Year Year    4 10 11 0 3 1 

CenCenCenCenSSSStattattattat    4 6 7 2 2 0 

2222ndndndnd Year Year Year Year    4 1 2 3 0 1 
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A2B2D Joins Adventure Day 
by Yuanxing Duan 

 

 

Hello everyone, 

 

I am Yuanxing Duan, you can also call me Oscar, because 

China is my motherland, my name may be difficult for 

you.  I went to the Adventure Day on May 17, it was 

great.  On the way there, we saw many old buildings, 

some even marked 1684.  I thought maybe it was built in 

1684; at that time, China wasn't even in the QING 

dynasty, which was the last imperial dynasty of China.  In 

the morning, we crossed all kinds of bridges made of 

ropes, rappelled off a cliff of 28 meters high, and also took 

a death-ride of around 30 meters high.  They are all helpful to conquer fears.  For me, 

the most exciting activity was boating, because I have never boated on a river.  In a 

single kayak, I began my trip on the river.  At about 8 meters from the starting line, 

two guys from Africa fell into the water because of the quick stream.  So I boated 

carefully, giving me the chance to 

view the banks of the river Ourthe, 

the cows, the crows, and nests of 

some kind of birds.  At some point, 

there was a big turn, and the stream 

was very strong, so I had to boat 

harder, and when the water was 

still, I just put the paddle down to 

rest for a while. 

 

In a word, it was really exciting, especially at the chosen time period – we have so 

many homeworks to make and the exams are waiting for us – we need to relax and it 

was a good way of relaxing.  I hope there would be more activities like this. 
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These are not the kinds of tasks for the faint-hear ted. 

The group gets ready for the gruelling day ahead of  them . 

The destination was not 
the riverbank, guys. 

Great form!  Looks like a pro.  
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The trek to the top of th e 
cliff was not easy…  

…but the view was awesome (though these 
guys seem more scared than awed ☺☺☺☺). 

Taking a break for lunch. 
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Barbeque Feast 2008 
by Sun Hong 

 

 

June 30, 2008, a pretty bright day, the sun was shining so brightly that it did not look 

like Belgium weather.  Professors, students, staff and families happily got together to 

celebrate the end of the semester and an academic year – a yearly barbeque feast.  I 

still remember last year’s barbeque was an indoor party because of the rain, but this 

year, unexpectedly good weather gave us a very nice party outside and set a good 

mood. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The cocktail bar opened at 18h, different kinds of colourful cocktails with different 

flavours satisfied everyone’s different 

tastes.  The feast began at 19h, Professors 

Geert Molenberghs, Geert Verbeke and 

Paul Janssen gave us wonderful 

speeches, noting that the celebration was 

for finishing all the exams, concluding 

the academic year, and starting the 

vacation…or for many, many other 

reasons, or just for having a joyful night. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Outgoing and incoming  
A2B2D Board members. 

The Fab Four. 

Not only a feast for the stomach…but a feast for th e eyes as well. 
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The best part was dinner time.  For Chinese people, food is the most important thing 

in the life.  Eating is our favourite part of life, because we get to enjoy not just the 

food, but also the time we get to spend happily with our family and friends.  As with 

every yearly CenStat barbeque, everyone expected delicious food to be served – 

chicken, beef, fish, sausage, as well as salad and beers with the nice smell.  The great 

tastes made everyone enjoy the wonderful food and pleasant time.  

 

After meal time, my favourite sweet dessert came out.  The ice-cream truck looked so 

cute; it fulfilled everyone’s preferences with many kinds of flavours of ice-cream, 

such as chocolate, vanilla, strawberry, banana, coco and so on, to choose from.  

Everyone picked their favourite flavours and got busy enjoying the sweet ice-cream 

and sweet evening. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was the end of a busy semester, a gaining time, a lively party.  It was also a very 

good chance for friends and families to get together to relax, to chat, and to make new 

friends.  Although maybe some friends will go back to their countries and never come 

back, maybe some friends will not see each other any more, maybe there is still much 

harder work to do after vacation, but at least at this time there was no exam, no 

homework, no stress, no upset and no sorrow.  With tasty food and lovely weather, 

friends sat around chatting, talking, smiling, laughing.  Happiness, joy, smiles and 

laughs that will last forever in our memories. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Queuing for cocktails, for food, and, most importan tly, for ice cream. 
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CenStat staff members were in full force… 

…and so were the students. 
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Activities 
 

Upcoming Events in Hasselt 
August - September 2008 

 

Date Event Location Website 

 
Every 

Thursday 
 

31/07/2008 
07/08/2008 
21/08/2008 
 

 
Kaper concerts 

 
 

Els De Schepper 
STASH 
Yevgueni 

Kapermolenpark 
(near the 

swimming pool) 
www.zomerfestival.be 

 
Every 

Tuesday 
 

Hasselt is 
dancing 

Grote Markt 

 

Every 
Sunday 

Hasselt music 
terrace 

Leopoldplein 

www.hasseltmuziekterras.be 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

7/8-10/8 
Theatre on the 
market square 

City Centre 

www.theateropdemarkt.be 
 
 
 
 

 

 
10/8 
 

Rimpelrock 
Festival area 

Kiewit 
www.rimpelrock.be 

14/8-16/8 Pukkelpop 
Festival area 

Kiewit 

www.pukkelpop.be 
 
 
 
 
 

 
14/9 
 

Open 
Monuments Day 

Different locations www.openmonumenten.be 

 
20/9 
 

Fireworks 
(Hasselt Fair) 

Kanaalkom  

 
20/9-28/9 

 
Hasselt Fair Dussart Square  
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Feature 
 
 
 

UH Chinese Students Raise Funds for 
Earthquake Victims in Sichuan  

(Excerpt from TV Limburg) 
 

 
03/06: Yesterday as well as today, Tuesday, the 
Chinese students at UHasselt will raise funds during 
lunch break. 
 
“We want to give all students and personnel the 
opportunity to show their solidarity with the victims 
of the Sichuan earthquakes,” says Sun Hong, a 
Chinese second-year Biostatistics student. 
 
“It's tough to know a disaster like that happened in your home country.  We 
are trying to collect money here, so that the Red Cross (where our money is 
going to) can continue their assistance in Sichuan.” 
 
To achieve that goal, the students will sell typical Chinese products, 
delicious home made mini-egg rolls and fine paintings made by some artists.  
You can also get a text of your own choice written in Chinese characters, 
even on your own t-shirt if you like. 
 
Student Suo Mingho painted an almost life-sized bird of prey on papyrus.  “A 
real piece of art,” according to Sun.  “The painting was made using a very 
typical Chinese technique, and – like a lot of other pieces we have here – 
it’s exceptionally valuable.” 
 
Besides the fund-raising, the Chinese student community also shared 
information with their Flemish colleagues, who showed a lot of interest, 
despite the exams. 
 
 
 
 
 
You can also watch the news clip on the following link: 
 

http://www.tvl.be/nl/nieuws/2008-06-02/actie-china-uhasselt/ 
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Chinese Students of UHasselt Hand Over 
Collected Money to Red Cross 

 
 
At the beginning of June, Chinese students at Hasselt University collected 
money for the benefit of the victims of the earthquakes in Sichuan.  At this 
moment there are 93 Chinese students at Hasselt University.  During some 
lunch breaks they sold typical Chinese products. 
 
“We wanted to give all students and personnel the opportunity to show their 
solidarity with the victims of the Sichuan earthquakes,” says Sun Hong, a 
Chinese second-year biostatistics student. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“It's tough to know a disaster like that happened in your home country.  We 
are trying to collect money here, so the Red Cross (where our money is 
going to) can continue their assistance in Sichuan.” 
 
On June 27, Sun Hong handed over the collected money to the chairman of 
the Red Cross from Hasselt, Gilbert Nuytten.  The chairman emphasized that 
the money will absolutely come in handy in the afflicted areas: “At this 
moment there are no less than 30,000 volunteers active in Sichuan.  Every 
financial contribution is very, very welcome." 
 
 

Sun Hong, representing the Chinese students from UHa sselt, 
and Gilbert Nuytten, chairman of the Red Cross, Has selt. 


