
Dear JOSS members, dear students, 
 
Since this is our first issue of the new academic year, I have to start with a big warm official wel-
come on behalf of the entire JOSS board to all new students enrolled in the Master of Statistics at 
Hasselt University and, of course, also a renewed welcome to all alumni and staff members. 
 
We are already near the end of the first trimester/semester, which implies that classes are at full 
speed, homeworks and projects are flying by at an excruciating pace and the exams are hanging like 
the sword of Damocles above your head.  After all, you are only a real Statistics student when, after 
three days of barely any sleep, you still don’t have a clue why the bloody SAS program won’t give 
you the estimates you so desperately need for your project. 
 
But don’t despair, JOSS is here to help you.  Not with the SAS program of course, because we 
don’t want to deny you this unique experience.  No, what I mean is help with relaxing from time to 
time, because part of being a student (in general, not only in Statistics) is enjoying the student life. 
 
So to help you to experience the real Belgian student life, here are a few sentences every student 
needs once in a while: 
 
Voor mij een pintje, alstublieft – Can I have a beer please? 
Doe nog maar eens hetzelfde – Same thing please. 
Waar is het toilet? – Where is the toilet? (Especially useful after a few beers) 
Sorry meneer de agent, ik zal nooit meer tegen de kathedraal plassen – Sorry officer, I’ll never 
urinate against the cathedral again. (Because sometimes, especially in Hasselt, the cathedral is closer 
than the toilet.) 
Nee meneer, dat verkeersbord is niet van mij – No sir, that is not my traffic sign.  (Apparently 
students like traffic signs, especially after a few beers) 
 
If you were able to use all of these sentences in one evening, then you can truly say you have ex-
perienced a typical Belgian student night! 
 
In this issue of the JOSS newsletter, you can read all about our past activities, like the Introduction 
day and the Jenever festival.  The Jenever festival is every year one of the favourite activities of the 
JOSS board.  We have a longstanding tradition of visiting the festival, and were happy to see that 
many of you joined us in this exploration of local culture (and tasting jenever)! 
 
Of course many of you also attended the bowling activity, which also was a great activity!   For a 
report on this event, you will have to wait until the next issue of our newsletter, 
since the statistical analyses are still running on the acquired data.  Please pro-
ceed now to read all the great stories written in this newsletter.  If you joined 
the activities so far, this will bring back great memories.  Otherwise, you’ll wish 
you were there! 
 
If you have any suggestions for the board, other activities, etc., don’t hesitate to 
contact us.  Hope to see you at one of our activities! 
 
Philippe Haldermans 
Your President 
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P A G E  2  Introduction Day 
By Nolen Joy Perualila 
 
 Getting yourself into another country just to study is a great opportunity 
yet a very daunting task.  We face big challenges with the unknown -- a new 
culture, new people, a totally different country from what we are used to and 
another maze of a place that we have to get familiar with.  Yet, last September 
30, we were welcomed by the Joint Organization of Statistics Scholars (JOSS) 
and CenStat and were given a baptism of fire to get a quick lesson on our new 
home, which is Hasselt University.  We had a short presentation about the 
organization, its board members and all the upcoming activities for this aca-
demic year.  Moreover, each of us gave a brief introduction about ourselves 
while enjoying the free snacks. 
 
 I was excited to learn more about my new home so it was a great experi-
ence to get a tour around the school.  The facilities, offices, classrooms and 
buildings were introduced to our eyes and feet making it a lot more recogniz-
able to us and making sure we wouldn’t get lost.  We also had the chance to 
familiarize ourselves with the computer laboratories, library, restaurant, teller 
machine and copy/printing machines -- all of which are essential to our daily 
lives in the University.  We ended the school tour and proceeded to Hotel-
school in Hasselt, where we had our free lunch. 

Students take a 

break from the 

Hasselt city tour 

to take some 

pictures by the 

city hall. 

J O S S  N e w s l e t t e r  



Introduction Day (con’t.) 
P A G E  3  V O L U M E  2 0 0 9 ,  I S S U E  1  

By Nolen Joy Perualila 
 

 After lunch, there was a short presentation about the places to see, places to have drinks and 
nightlife, specialties from Hasselt, different shops and some useful tips for our stay in Hasselt.  We 
were very much grateful when we had the guided tour of the city -- visiting the essential places that 
we needed to know, like the hospitals, pharmacy, police station, specialty restaurants and places for 
recreation.  We were also informed about the system of the free bus rides within the city and from 
the city to the university and vice versa.  It had been a great guided tour which ended at Borrelhuis, 
where we had a little chat with our fellow students while having a sip of our free juice or beer for 
others. 
 
 I personally appreciate the effort made by JOSS in providing us a welcoming and relaxing atmos-
phere at the beginning of our stay here in Hasselt, through this Introduction Day.  They didn’t just 
offer a lot of freebies (snacks, lunch, membership fee, tour, drinks), but also great insights on how to 
freely explore the world within the university and its surrounding area.  Overall it was a great ex-
perience, alleviating much of my worries and allowing me to focus more on my studies! 

 
 

 That JOSS once again attended the annual Jenever Feast in Hasselt last October 17?  
It was a fun-filled day, with a tour of the Jenever museum, free tasting of various fla-
vours of Jenever, as well as meeting several prominent personalities.  Read more 
about the event in the next pages. 

 
 

 That three CenStat colleagues, Cristina Sotto (JOSS board, 2005-2009), Tetyana Ka-
dankova (JOSS board, 2004-2006) and Pryseley Assam successfully defended their 
Ph.D. last September?  We wish them all our warmest congratulations and the best of 
luck in their future endeavours. 

 
 

 That we say goodbye to three of our board members this year?  We are grateful to 
Arthur Gitome, Setia Pramana and Zhu Qi, for all their work with us last year.  This 
year, we welcome Thomas Neyens to the board as Entertainer/Jack of All Trades. 

 
 That Ariel Alonso and Annouschka Laenen of CenStat have recently become the 

proud parents of a beautiful baby girl, Alicia?  Congratulations to both of you! 
 
 That Setia Pramana and his wife, Mieke, have also welcomed their third child, Maritza, 

last summer?  Our warm congratulations to Setia and Mieke! 

Did You Know... 



P A G E  4  Jenever Feast 
By Thembile Mzolo 
 

Groete (Greetings), 

 

 Saturday, the 17th of October, was a big day here in Hasselt as it coin-
cided with the Jenever Festival -- which is a traditional (annual) function that 
takes place here in Hasselt.  This occasion is associated with lots of drinking 
alcoholic drinks, and I mean really alco-
hol.  As a result you will read more 
about GIN in this article.  Most of us 
students (MSc-Biostatistics/ICP) at-
tended the function together with the 
JOSS members.  The event went well; 
we toured the Jenever Museum and saw 
many things associated, of course, with 
the production of alcohol, which was 
quite interesting.  The place was packed 
(from the younger generation to the 
very old generation), which shows that 
Belgians do support their culture. 

 

 The event started with some drama activity, where some guys (with 
some rather weird outfits), performed some experiment using GIN, of 
course.  The other guy was performing on stage while the ‘scientist’ kept 

giving him shots of GIN, 
which improved his per-
formance of singing.  One 
can conclude that perform-
ance ability is directly pro-
portional to the number of 
shots of GIN one takes.  
Thus, the more you drink 
the more you excel in 
whatever you are doing 
(wish it could be like that 
also with our school work).  
There were a few speeches 
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By Thembile Mzolo 
 

after that, unfortunately they were in Dutch and my Afri-
kaans (as we call it in South Africa) is as good as the English 
of a 60-year-old Belgian citizen.  I am used to wine tasting, 
which contains almost 15% alcohol, and seeing people tak-
ing GIN shots one after another, as I consider GIN to be a 
very strong alcoholic drink, was very strange.  I suppose 
people from Belgium do a lot of drinking and thus have a 
vast experience of alcohol! 

 

 Alcohol was everywhere, every corner you turn to, 
you would find a spot where they sold alcohol in all col-
ours.  But I have to say some of the students did help 
themselves with GIN a lot (for security reasons I won’t 
mention any names).  This was also a chance for us first 
year students to mingle/bond with some of the staff mem-
bers and other second year students.  They didn’t disap-
point at all.  This is one of the days to remember about 
Belgium.  Now I am eagerly waiting for next year’s Jenever 
Feast, hope everyone will show up… 

 

 Dankie vir jou tyd (Thanks for your time). 

CHEERS!!! 

See you all at next year’s Jenever Feast! 

JOSS in the news... 
 

Our very own JOSS board mem-
ber, Emanuele del Fava, was in-
terviewed on TV Limburg during 
the Jenever Feast.  Check out the 
following link: 
 

http://www.tvl.be/nl/nieuws/zoek?
src=jeneverfeesten  

http://www.tvl.be/nl/nieuws/zoek?src=jeneverfeesten�
http://www.tvl.be/nl/nieuws/zoek?src=jeneverfeesten�
http://www.tvl.be/nl/nieuws/zoek?src=jeneverfeesten�
http://www.tvl.be/nl/nieuws/zoek?src=jeneverfeesten�


P A G E  6  Activities 
 

City Trip to Brussels 
 
 The International Office, in cooperation with the student societies, organizes 
city trips to several interesting places in Belgium and the Netherlands.  The first 
cultural excursion of this academic year will be to the lively city of Brussels on 
Saturday, the 28th of November. 
 
 Brussels is the capital of Belgium and the administrative centre of the Euro-
pean Union.  The vibrant atmosphere of Brussels is enhanced by picturesque me-
dieval streets, lively squares, impressive monuments, interesting restaurants and 
an active cultural life.  Very famous are the Grote Markt (Market Square), the At-
omium, and, not to forget the Manneken Pis statue. 
 
 Among the landmarks included in the interesting tour, to be guided by Profes-
sor Patrick De Groote, are: 
 

 Victor Horta Museum (Art 
Nouveau) (can also be the Ma-
gritte Museum) 

 Walking Tour: Market Square, 
Manneken Pis, Galeries St-
Hubert, … 

 Free time for lunch and shop-
ping 

 Visit of the Atomium, the 
unique landmark of Expo ‘58 

 
 The tour will leave from Hasselt at 8 a.m. and will arrive back in Hasselt 
around 7 p.m.  More detailed information will follow.   
 
 The trip costs around 20 euro per person, but because the trip is spon-
sored by the International Office, the reduced cost is 10 euro per person 
(travel included, but lunch not included). 
 
 Don’t miss this opportunity and subscribe as soon as possible by paying 
the amount of 10 euro (in cash) to Mr. Marc Thoelen (at the International 
Office, Room D60) before the 20th of November. 
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City Trip to Maastricht 
 
 The next trip to be organized by the International Office will be to the city 
of Maastricht, in the Netherlands, on Saturday, the 12th of December.  
Though details for the trip are yet to be finalized, if you are interested, please 
keep this date free in your agenda.  



The History of JOSS 
 
Imagine having to move to a new city in a foreign country.  Imag-
ine having to adapt to a completely different lifestyle: strange 
temperatures, strange environment, strange people, strange 
food. This is one of the reasons why on June 28, 1991, a group 
of enthusiastic biostatisticians, decided to found Alumni Biosta-
tistics Diepenbeek (ABD). In September 1999, when the new 
program, Master of Science in Applied Statistics, started, ABD 
became A²BD. In 2006, with the start of the Master of Science in 
Bioinformatics, A²BD changed its name once again to A²B²D. 
This year, 2009, with the emergence of a new program in Epide-
miology & Public Health, a more general name change has once 
again taken place. The organization is now known as JOSS, 
standing for Joint Organization of Statistics Scholars. 
 
With a group of energetic board members, we try to facilitate 
living in a completely different environment, which, for sure, is 
what Belgium is to a lot of our foreign students. We also try to 
maintain contact with the students who have  graduated, as well 
as with the current students and their instructors. All are kept 
up-to-date through regular issues of the A²B²D newsletter, with 
announcements about social activities, statistical meetings and 
also personal milestones.  
 
1991 - 1999 ABD Alumni Biostatistics Diepenbeek 
1999 - 2006 A2BD Alumni Applied & Biostatistics 
  Diepenbeek 
2006 - 2009 A2B2D  Alumni Applied, Biostatistics &  
  Bioinformatics Diepenbeek 
2009  JOSS Joint Organization of  
  Statistics Scholars 

Universiteit Hasselt 

Agoralaan 1  

3590 Diepenbeek 

E-mail:  joss@uhasselt.be 

Joint Organization of 

Statistics Scholars 

Web:  

http://www.censtat.uhasselt.be/ 

student/alumni/default.asp 
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EVERY FRIDAY 

 

Soccer Games 

 

 

 

 

 

 

17-19h at Fitlink 

OTHER ACTIVITIES 

 
Intermezzo CCG 

01 Dec., 17h30 at CCG room 

(www.ccgdiepenbeek.be) 

 

Winterland (Hasselt) 

21 Nov. - 03 Jan. 

Kolonel Dusartplein, Hasselt 

(www.winterland.be) 

NEXT ACTIVITY 

 

City Trip to Maastricht 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 12 
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