
Hello!  

For some of you this is the first time we meet. A special welcome to you! For 
others whom I have met before. Welcome too! 

Let me introduce myself, I am Kim, the JOSS-president. I hope we will meet very 
often in the coming academic year! We  are here for you, our full name is Joint 
Organisation of Statistical Scholars, and yes you are part of it! Throughout the year we will organize a 
variety of activities especially for you! 

In this newsletter you will get a flavour of the activities we do by looking at the plans for the future in 
our Upcoming Events section! Our last two events, Soccer game and the annual BBQ, will be described 
with lots of enthusiasm! But yet ... I did not give you an idea of the people that will be part of the 
organisation, well, if you are very eager to know, quickly turn to page 2! 

October is the month in which you will start a new academic year. We are ready for it, last year we 
had some good activities, so for sure these ones will be kept for this year! As you can see not only 
starting to study or studying in the master of Statistics is exciting, also we will make this year exciting! 
From my experience, I can tell you, try to enjoy the whole 365 days of it! Of course you will have to do 
some work, lots from time to time, but try to absorb. Do not just stay with your books, but enjoy the 
life in Belgium with your friends and JOSS. You are all new here, so at least one thing is in common to 
start a friendship! A friendship that will add a surplus to your experience in this master. I do remember 
that it was an interesting program and very useful and off course I fully enjoyed learning all of it in 
practice. But by far, I enjoyed when we went out with our classmates, when we attended the JOSS 
activities or threw a party to be together! I am grateful to have been part of this program, since it also 
enriched me. Getting to know how life is in  other parts of the world, talking about life issues in 
different countries... Well, if you are still not convinced, or a little scared, we also give the word to 
second year students in this newsletter on page 8! 

Last week, the former second year students graduated from the Master in Statistics. A joyful and 
rewarding moment after the hard work you did! Congratulations to all of you! As the first year 
students, you also arrived at a new point in your life! Some of you will go home and apply your 
knowledge there, others might go and search for a job abroad or in Belgium. Some will start a PhD, 
others start working at a firm. This is the moment you will start seeing your friends from the past 2 
years less. But, let that not be an issue, I hope you will take every possible opportunity to meet among 
yourselves again! We hope of course to meet you at our JOSS activities, since we are also here for our 
alumni! We wish you all the best, that you may purchase your dreams and that you will fully enjoy life 
with the enrichment of the past years! Also to our most recent doctors, Girma, Birhanu and Emanuele, 
we hope you will enjoy some relaxing time after loads of stress and that we will be able to keep in 
touch!  

And for all those who will just start another academic year, second year students and staff, I hope you 
will learn some exciting new things. Or perhaps just find some key elements in your research! But I also 
hope to see you all at our activities, even more after reading this newsletter with the lovely articles!  

See you soon! 
Kim 
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P A G E  2  Introducing: The New JOSS Board 
     

Out with (some of) the old and in with the new. As we say good-
bye to the old school year and welcome the new one, we also say 
goodbye to Yves, Philippe, and Aklilu and we welcome Nolen, Yan-
nick, Sammy, Martin and Stijn to our ranks. The joining in of five 
new board members call for the restructuring of positions within 
the board, as indicated in Table 1.  

We would like to thank the outgoing members for their enthusi-
asm and hard work  all year(s) long! We will miss you, guys!... And  
to the incoming ones:  Welcome and Good Luck! 
 

Table 1.  JOSS Board Structure Changes. 

 

J O S S  N e w s l e t t e r  

Position 2011-2012 2012-2013 

President Kim van Kerckhove Kim van Kerckhove 

Vice President Thomas Neyens Thomas Neyens 

Treasurer Leen Prenen Leen Prenen 

Secretary Jürgen Claesen Jürgen Claesen 

Scriptor Yves Grouwels Chellafe Ensoy 

 Chellafe Ensoy Nolen Joy Perualila 

Entertainer Kathy Mutambanengwe Yannick Vandendijck 

 Philippe Haldermans Sammy Chebon 

 An Creemers  

PR   Kathy Mutambanengwe 

  An Creemers 
Sports 
Coordinator Aklilu Habteab Martin Otava 

  Stijn Jaspers 

New / Leaving / Continuing 



 
 Some of our colleagues recently got married. Congratulations to Leen 

Prenen who got married in June and Bedilu Ejigu who got married in July. 
 

 In September,  Girma Minalu Ayele, Birhanu Teshome Ayele, and former 
JOSS-board member Emanuele del Fava successfully defended their PhD-
theses.  Many congratulations to all of you!  

 

 We also want to welcome all the incoming students and the new people 
starting their PhD in September/October. 

 

 You can join us on facebook (group: JOSS - students, staff and alumni of 
master in statistics) to upload and download pictures, share stories etc. 

 

 Graduates of 2012 who want to stay member of JOSS have to send 
an e-mail to joss@uhasselt.be.  

 

Did You Know... 

 
 Jenever Feesten - October 20 
 Bowling - November 
 City trip to Brussels - November 11* 
 City trip to Maastricht - December 8* 
 Ice Skating and Christmas Market—December 
 End of Exams Party - January/Ferbruary 
 City trip to Köln - February 23 
 World Evening - March* 
 City trip to Gent - March 23* 
 Soccer - April 
 BBQ - End of June 
 …  

Upcoming Activities  

* Organized by IMOB 



P A G E  4  Soccer Tournament 
For many years, the annual soccer tournament organized by JOSS 

was dominat-

ed by the first 

and second 

year students. 

Until now! Fi-

nally, the Cen-

Stat team has 

succeeded in 

defeating the 

master stu-

dents! But what happened? I will tell you the story of the ‘CenStat 

All Star Team’ in their quest for eternal fame. 

Everything started some weeks before the tournament. A new 

team was selected and several new PhD students, of which I was 

one, joined the team for the first time. First of all, Yves agreed to 

be our trainer which was already one of the key elements in our 

success. During lunch breaks, we argued about the best tactical 

strategies and 

about the best 

line-up.  In order 

to win our 

games against 

the students, we 

needed a top 

goal scorer and 

J O S S  N e w s l e t t e r  

Steven in action 

The cheerers! 

 

 



P A G E  5  Soccer Tournament (con’t) 
a good goalkeeper. Stijn and Jurgen were excellent in fulfilling 

these roles. Our goals were almost exclusively made by Stijn, and 

when the students were getting the overhand, Jurgen was always 

there with spectacular saves. With players such as Yannick, Girma 

and Martin, we succeeded in playing attractive and efficient foot-

ball, quite similar to the Barça-style of playing. The first game was 

easily won and the second one ended in a draw. After the final 

whistle, we celebrated our victory and lifted the cup. Hopefully, 

this scenario will repeat itself next year. So the message is quite 

clear for all master students: Try to defeat the ‘CenStat All Star 

Team’ and win the cup next year! 

Steven Abrams 
2nd-Year PhD Student 

 

    

J O S S  N e w s l e t t e r  

CenStat All St   r Team 



 BBQ Party 
P A G E  6  V O L U M E  2 0 1 2 ,  I S S U E  I V  

The annual BBQ party was organized by JOSS at the end of June where, just like in the 

past, it was held after the end of examsActually, this was my first BBQ party in UHasselt, 

though I have been studying here for almost 2 year :D. It was refreshing moment for us 

after struggling with almost a month of exam. Yeah, finally our exam was over. 

Woaah..so its CenStat's famous BBQ party that I missed last year! It surprised me a lot 

when I entered the hall, since there were a lot of people already, professors with their 

families, PhD students and family, and also some master students from 1st and 2nd year. 

This was the annual time for the whole family of CenStat to gather in one place, share 

experience and enjoy the summer time, yet unfortunately the weather was cloudy so 

that we enjoyed BBQ in the cafeteria’s hall :(.  

The BBQ party was officially opened by 

Joss president, Kim. Then Prof. Geert Mo-

lenbergh gave motivation speech that I 

will never  forget. He congratulated us, 

the master students for finishing the ex-

am. Furthermore, he said that this is the 

time for us, the second year student to choose our path after our graduation in Sep- 

 

 

 



P A G E  7  Keep in your mind! 

J O S S  N e w s l e t t e r  

JOSS-ACTIVITIES during the year 
 Jenever feesten - October 16 
 Bowling - November 

 Ice skating - December 
 End of Exams Party - January  
 City trip to Keulen - February 
 Movie night 
 BBQ 
 … 
Suggestions from the students are highly appreciated :) 

BBQ Party (con’t.) 
tember; we must become professional statistician wherever we will 

apply our knowledge, whether in medical research, social, agricul-

ture, and so on and so forth. The final speech was given by our dear 

friend Aissami Abdou, he said thank you to professors that already 

trained us in the last two years so that we become a better statisti-

cians. 

Finally, the smell of the grilled meat made us very hungry, fortunate-

ly for us it’s time to eat..yeaaahhh... We queued for the food, there 

were a lot of options: Chicken Fillet and sausage, Sate from Chicken 

and beef, Vegetarian Wok and Fish stew Ostend style, at least but 

not least the delicious BBQ sauces and bread also available. In that 

time I ordered Vegetarian Wok and Fish stew Ostend style. It was so 

yummy.. :D. And I wanted more..hehe.. 

While eating, I saw most people talking with each other, children 

playing around, some students taking pictures.. And I felt like in my 

own environment, like with my own family in Indonesia...so heart-

warming and then I just forgot about the tiredness during exams. 

And in that time suddenly the weather changed so nice, the sun 

shined brightly.. The children went out and played outside and some 

people changed their discussion place to outside. Yeahh, the BBQ 

party this year was a success, at least for me, my first and (maybe) 

the last BBQ party already gave some strength to start to do my 

master thesis..  
 

 Trias Wahyuni Rakhmawati 
2012 MS Graduate   

J O S S  N e w s l e t t e r  



 Life as an International Student 
P A G E  8  V O L U M E  2 0 1 2 ,  I S S U E  I V  

We asked the new graduates to share their thoughts and experiences on their one-of-a-kind 
adventure as an international student .  Here are some of what they had to say: 

Contributed by Leacky Muchene:  

While the thought of studying abroad is exciting, nothing prepares you for the life as an International 
student as living through the experience yourself! First, there is so much to be intrigued about; from 
the infrastructure to the highly variable weather, new foods, from the reserved culture to language 
hitches, the taxing academics to relaxing holidays... 

It’s a worthwhile venture that calls for one to be open-minded, be ready to face challenges and flexi-
bly adapt to situations when need be and take up the many opportunities that may arise. Two years 
can be as long or as brief as you make them to be...Just focus on what makes you happy and roll with 
the system... 

Contributed by Bigirumurame Theophile: 

Winter experience...  As you may know, I am from Rwanda where we don't have winter.  Before 
coming to Belgium I had to buy appropriate clothes. But when winter came, it was worse than I 
expected. So I had to buy new ones and spent less time outside because it was very cold for me.  

Finding friends...  During weekends, I used to go to visit other students. For new students, it 
would be better if they stay in touch with others. Since most of the students from our program were 
from outside Europe, it was easy to become friends.  

Studies and fun...  I didn't face many challenges here in Belgium, because I was on a scholarship and 
I spent most of my time thinking about P-values in our homework. Life became again more 
interesting during summer, but at that time you have to prepare for your exams. The program is 
interesting with a lot of homework, for sure if you solve all them, time becomes shorter. With the 
aim to get my degree at the end of my program, I kept fighting and I got it. As humans, after studies, 
you have to relax, but don't over relax because you may forget why you are here. Take time to visit 
new areas in Europe. 



P A G E  9  Keep in your mind! 

J O S S  N e w s l e t t e r  

JOSS-ACTIVITIES during the year 
 Jenever feesten - October 16 
 Bowling - November 

 Ice skating - December 
 End of Exams Party - January  
 City trip to Keulen - February 
 Movie night 
 BBQ 
 … 
Suggestions from the students are highly appreciated :) 

Life as an International Student (con’t) 

J O S S  N e w s l e t t e r  

Contributed by Trias Wahyuni Rakhmawati: 

Studying biostatistic in Hasselt University not only gave me plenty knowledge of 
statistics but also gave me other opportunity to gain more networking and 
knowledge from all over the world (e.g. culture, language, personal character, 
food, environment, etc). There were a lot of valuable experiences that I gained in 
the last 2 years that I will never forget especially the friendship among the 
classmates coming from different countries. 

Speaking dutch and the winter 
experience ... 

I also had to deal with the language barrier 
and  the new season  that I could’nt get in my 
country, especially how to survive in winter 
season. But eventhough most of my friends 
hate winter, I actually do love winter with its 
snow. It’s amazing for me.  

Contributed by Jose Parra: 

Finding friends …  When I came here I had a big expectation of finding friends 
and living meaningful academic and personal experiences. I tried to make friends 
specially in the first year. But I discovered indifference among the fellow students. 
But the solution came from such a different direction; the first year I met my 
girlfriend from Ukraine, then I met a guy from Mexico, a girl from the 
Netherlands, Russia, and a guy from Belgium. We started hanging around and 
doing things together.  

I also found a warm welcome with the people from the secretariat and the 
restaurant in the university of Hasselt. One of our dear workers in the restaurant 
is my "Moeder in Belgium". She is my mama in Belgium and she is so nice with me 
and gave me presents for my "mama en Colombia".  

Speaking dutch… I am so proud to speak dutch with all my friends. 

Having fun… In the weekends to avoid boredom we used when possible, to 
watch movies. My suggestion to the students is to avoid forming ideas about the 
people or things here. Try to leave their rooms from time to time. Try to travel 
more, there are inexpensive ways to travel, for instance "couch surfing". I suggest 
students to start learning about the Belgian culture and the people, since it is so 
variate and interesting.  



Universiteit Hasselt 

Agoralaan 1  

3590 Diepenbeek 

E-mail:  joss@uhasselt.be 

Joint Organization of 

Statistics Scholars 

Web:  

http://www.uhasselt.be/UH/

censtat/JOSS 

And join us on facebook! 

JOSS 

J O S S  N e w s l e t t e r  

Item Collection of Censtat 
 
I can give you warmth, I'm round and I have one ear (that 
gets pulled a lot). 
Yep, I'm the JOSS coffee 
mug. 
You can use me to drink 
something, to show off with 
the nice "CENSTAT" logo 
on my belly, or just as a 
souvenir of your nice stay in 
Belgium. And this for only 5 
euro. 
So, if you want to buy me, 
please hurry to Thomas, 
room C12. I will be waiting for you.  
 

 
The printed CenStat t-
shirts with the CenStat 
logo and "Ten reasons to 
be a Statistician" are now 
available. For a very 
cheap price of 12 euro's, 
you can avail of a high 
quality tee, and, not to 
mention, a nice souvenir 
from your days at UHas-
selt. You can purchase 

your t-shirt at room C12.  

 The weather man is never wrong. Suppose he says that there's an 80% chance of 
rain. If it rains, the 80% chance came up; if it doesn't, the 20% chance came up! - 
Saul Barron  

 The most exciting phrase to hear in science, the one that heralds new discover-
ies, is not “Eureka!” but “That’s funny… ”.  - Isaac Asimov 

 Life is not just a series of calculations and a sum total of statistics, it’s about ex-
perience, it’s about participation, it is something more complex and more inter-
esting than what is obvious. - Daniel Libeskind 

Did you know… (some interesting quotes) 


