
Writing Abstracts for International Peer-Reviewed Journals 
in the Humanities and Social Sciences  

 
Description 

This workshop is a one-day intensive training session on writing research abstracts - a key form of 
scholarly communication - in the humanities and social sciences. Essential for gaining acceptance to 
speak at conferences (and an audience for your presentation), and for attracting readers to your 
journal articles, they are of critical importance for raising the profile of your research and developing 
an academic career.  This short form of description, representing the essence of a research 
contribution, places particular demands on academic writing style, in terms of clarity, economy and 
precision.  The workshop is designed to develop the necessary skills, encouraging participants to find 
clear, concise and powerful ways to summarize their research and make an impact.  Non-native 
speakers will receive feedback designed to improve their written English, including questions of style 
and tone.  There will be a mixture of presentation, group discussion and interactive exercises; 
handouts will provide reference material and further resources for continuing to develop the skills 
learned in the workshop.   

Participants will be required to submit a short, draft abstract, to work on during the session. The 
workshop coverage will be as follows:  

- What are abstracts for?  
Group discussion  

- What makes a good abstract?  
An exercise in critical thinking  

- Key elements  
Rationale  – Research question  –  Methods  –  Results  –  Conclusions – Implications   

- Differing conventions between subject areas  
Identifying norms and expectations in your discipline  

- Abstracts for Conferences  
- Abstracts for Journal Articles  
- Writing, Revising and Editing  

Exercise – revising your draft abstract; editing your colleague’s abstract  
 

When & where 

5/12/2019, 9:30-16:00 
Brussels Humanities, Sciences & Engineering Campus - Building E - E.0.03 
 

Trainer 

Josie Dixon  
Workshop tutor Josie Dixon is an international publishing and research training consultant. Following 
a 15-year career in academic publishing, she has given training workshops for postgraduates, 
postdoctoral researchers and staff in the humanities and social sciences in over 70 universities in the 
UK, USA, Ireland, Germany, the Netherlands, Norway, Sweden and Belgium.  More details can be 
found at http://www.lucianconsulting.com  
 

  

http://www.lucianconsulting.com/


Requirements 

Participants will be required to submit a short, draft abstract as preparation, which they will work on 
during the session. The abstract must be sent to doctoral.schools@vub.be by the 30th of November 
at the latest.   
 

How to register?  

1) Register for a guest account on the VUB LRN environment here. It may take a while before your 
application is approved.  

2) Go here to find the course and register. You will receive an email that the administrator needs to 
approve your registration request. 

2) Email to doctoral.schools@vub.be, stating whether you will enroll in the workshop as one of the 
10 active participants who will submit an original research contribution or as one of the 6 followers 
(see below). The admin will review your application and finalize your registration. 
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