
Writing Articles for International Peer-Reviewed Journals in 
the Humanities and Social Sciences 

Description 

This workshop for researchers seeking to publish in international peer-reviewed journals focuses on 
the key criteria involved in journal editors’ selection processes and peer-review. Based on the inside 
knowledge of an experienced academic publisher, it is designed to develop essential skills in writing 
articles in order to increase researchers’ chances of placing their work in premium scholarly journals, 
to the benefit of their academic profile and career prospects.   

 

When & where 

3/12/2019 & 4/12/2019, both days 09:00-16:30 
Brussels Humanities, Sciences & Engineering Campus - Building D - D.2.18 
 

Course contents 

- Why publish, and where to publish?  
            Reasons for writing (and reasons for others to read your work)  
            Choosing the right journal  
- What journal editors look for  
            What are their criteria, and how will you meet them?  
- Addressing your readership  
            Context, genre and level  
            International readerships  
            What’s in it for the reader?  
- Presenting a scholarly argument  
            Making claims with confidence  
            Use of secondary scholarship  
            Case studies and their larger implications  
- Writing tips  
            First impressions and avoiding clichés  
            Stylistic principles  
- The peer-review process          
Readers’ reports, revision and acceptance  
- Article publication  
            The production process - implications for what you submit  
            Copyright issues  
            The afterlife of your article online  
 

Trainer 

Josie Dixon is an international publishing and research training consultant. Following a 15-year 
career in academic publishing, she has given training workshops for postgraduates, postdoctoral 
researchers and staff in the humanities and social sciences in over 70 universities in the UK, USA, 
Ireland, Germany, the Netherlands, Norway, Sweden and Belgium.  More details can be found 
at http://www.lucianconsulting.com. 



Requirements 

 10 participants are required to submit a writing sample (up to 4000 words), so that the 
examples and exercises during the workshop can be built around their own work. Ideally, 
these will be draft articles or part thereof (or if you have not yet reached that stage with 
your writing, you can submit a section of your doctoral work detailing an original research 
contribution – the expectation is that you will have some results and conclusions which may 
become the basis for a publication, not just a literature review or methodology section). 
Participants submitting a writing sample stand to benefit most directly from the workshop, 
since it will be tailored to their needs, with examples, illustrations and points for discussion 
taken directly from the texts submitted. (Please note that the feedback on texts submitted 
will be offered in the form of learning points for the group as a whole, rather than provided 
on an individual basis). You will need to submit the writing sample the latest at the 7th of 
November, by mailing doctoral.schools@vub.be. 

 6 participants will be 'followers', to extend an opportunity to those who are not yet at the 
stage of having a draft to submit as material for this tailored session, but would like to learn 
from the workshop in a more generic way. As a follower, it is recommended that you bring 
along (for your own use) a piece of work in progress, so that you can still do the exercises 
with reference to your own project.  

 

More info: http://www.lucianconsulting.com/writing-articles-for-international-publication-
humanities--social-sciences.html  

 

How to register?  

1) Register for a guest account on the VUB LRN environment here. It may take a while before your 
application is approved.  

2) Go here to find the course and register. You will receive an email that the administrator needs to 
approve your registration request. 

2) Email to doctoral.schools@vub.be, stating whether you will enroll in the workshop as one of the 
10 active participants who will submit an original research contribution or as one of the 6 followers 
(see below). The admin will review your application and finalize your registration. 
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