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Hasselt University is an innovative university which has a pronounced international orientation. Founded in 1971, 
it is the youngest university in Belgium. Hasselt University stands for excellence in education, top research in 
spearhead fields and active commitment to innovation and entrepreneurship. The overall objective is to combine 
academic excellence with economic and social relevance. 

H A S S E LT  U N I V E R S I T Y

Approximately 6000 students and 600 PhD students, 1300 staff 
members are connected to Hasselt University. The faculties of 
Sciences, Engineering Technology, Medicine and Life Sciences, 
Business Economics, Law, and Architecture and Arts offer attractive 
undergraduate, graduate and PhD programmes at a high academic 
level. The courses are research-led and students participate in the 
university’s research programmes from an early stage. Moreover, 
knowledge and skills are frequently related to concrete real life sit-
uations. The programmes are supported by a range of innovative 
and effective teaching and learning methods. They also stimulate 
students to develop their full potential. Hasselt University aims at 
self-assured and independent professionals, equipped with the nec-
essary skills for analysing and solving problems, working in multi-
disciplinary teams, chairing discussions, presenting ideas, etc.

The research policy of Hasselt University focuses on top research 
in a number of spearhead fields including materials for (bio)elec-
tronics and nanotechnology, biostatistics, cleantech, environmental 

sciences, ICT, life sciences, open innovation and small businesses, 
transportation sciences and traffic safety. In these multidisciplinary 
domains, the research institutes of Hasselt University combine fun-
damental and applied research, including contract research for 
industry and organizations. Much attention is paid to increasing 
the valorisation of research results and the starting up of spinoff 
companies. Hasselt University assumes an active role in stimulating 
innovative economic activities in the region, including the co-ordina-
tion of regional thematic company clusters in domains such as life 
sciences, renewable energy and cleantech. 

Hasselt University has an extensive international network and devel-
ops joint programmes with universities in Belgium and the Neth-
erlands. Our international students and researchers come from all 
over the world.  
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The Faculty of Law retains a young, though experienced, staff.  The education programme  focuses on international and European law, 
judicial protection and mediation, and provides a platform for the comparison of European and various national legal systems. Our 
emphasis on international and public law is unique. Thanks to our “assignment and problem-based learning” our graduates develop skills 
that are particularly useful for their careers. Our partners in education are Maastricht University and KU Leuven, both renowned for their 
academic traditions.

UNIQUE AND MODERN PROFILE 
The process of European unification has had a significant impact 
on the legal profession. To be successful in an integrated Europe, 
lawyers and legal experts must be knowledgeable in both EU and 
national law. Our bachelor programme focuses on international 
and EU law and provides a platform for the comparison of inter-
national, European and various national legal rules. Our emphasis 
on international and public law is unique.

Our master’s programme focuses on mediation, a new and alter-
native approach to settling disputes out of court. Judicial mediation 
is often easier, faster and cheaper for the parties concerned and 
avoids the need to bring a costly case to court. If the parties reach 
agreement during mediation, the case can be concluded in the 
form of an in-court settlement.

PROBLEM-BASED LEARNING 
Problem-based learning clearly illustrates the innovative character 
of our faculty. It is a method of teaching that forms a core part 
of Maastricht University, with whom we collaborate closely, and 
has been ever since the University’s foundation. Hasselt University 
has adopted the same problem-based approach to learning in 
some of its programmes, but with the bachelor and master of law 
programme, in particular.

FACULTY OF LAW

A DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVE ON LAW
In a problem-based learning environment students are personally 
responsible for their academic education. In small tutorial groups, 
they analyse problems, conduct discussions, exchange knowledge 
and formulate their learning goals as a group. This motivates them 
to do their own research.

By actively addressing a number of issues, students manage 
to grasp the theory and learn to apply their insights to various 
questions. Differing views enlivens discussions and allows students 
to experience the true strength of the group’s cultural diversity. 
Moreover, students gain essential skills, such as how to present 
opinions, how to debate, how to write texts and how to work 
together.

SKILLS THAT LAST A LIFETIME 
Our learning system is effective: our graduates are assertive, inde-
pendent and expert professionals. They are skilful in analysing 
complex issues, collecting and structuring information, working in 
international teams, conducting and leading discussions, and in 
creating and presenting ideas.
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FIRST SEMESTER (SEPTEMBER-FEBRUARY)

Introduction to Belgian Law (3 ECTS)
The course introduces students to the Belgian Law system and this 
from a comparative perspective. Topics addressed are aspects 
of Belgian constitutional and administrative law; of Belgian civil 
law; of Belgian family law; of Belgian penal law; of Belgian 
labour and social security law; of Belgian commercial, trade and 
company law; and of Belgian tax law. All aspects are seen from 
an international and European perspective.
The course may include a visit to the Brussels Court of Appeal or 
another Belgian court.

Introduction to the European Union (3 ECTS)
This course starts by providing you with a brief introduction to the 
EU, its competences, and its main institutions. The remaining part 
of the course focuses on four key topics:
• The principles of EU law governing its application in  

domestic law: primacy and direct effect;
• Fundamental rights protection in the EU;

COURSES

• The Court of Justice of the EU (jurisdiction, in particular   
the preliminary reference procedure);

• The internal market (the freedom of movement and  
competition).

Private International Law (6 ECTS)
In this course students are made familiar with transnational 
applications of private law, and discuss the rules regarding 
jurisdiction, and applicable law, with a focus on how they apply 
in the EU.
An overview will be given on the concept, nature and devel-
opment of Private International Law (PIL); the sources, the three 
processes, and standard ‘connecting factors’ of PIL; characterisa-
tion, Renvoi and the ‘incidental’ issue; forum shopping and forum 
non conveniens; and the impact of European law on the Private 
International Law of the Member States.
The powers of the European institutions in the field of Private 
International Law will be discussed in more detail as well as the 
Brussels I, Rome I and Rome II Regulations.
In the last part of the course a number of current issues will be 
addressed.

If you choose to study at Hasselt University as 
part of your law studies, we can offer you some 

interesting English taught courses.

Law and Economics (6 ECTS)  
This course introduces students into the economics of law, com-
monly known as law and economics (L&E). In applying microe-
conomics, transaction cost theory and game theory to legal rules 
and ruling, L&E attempts to determine efficient law or to point 
out the trade-off between efficiency and social values such as 
fairness, non-discrimination and (income) distribution. This course 
will teach you to assess which legal instrument is best designed 
to deal efficiently with a social problem and how different alloca-
tions of legal rights affect social welfare and economic efficiency. 
For example, protective laws (e.g. consumer laws) that are made 
with the best intentions (justice, equity, fairness), can make the 
protected worse off. L&E lays bare the inefficiency of some rules 
as well as the efficient rationale of others. L&E is a method that 
can be applied to many fields of law. Therefore, we have opted 
for an overview of L&E in several different legal fields. The topics 
will include for example torts, property, contracts, crime, insur-
ance or corporate law. 

European Environmental Law (6 ECTS)
This course offers knowledge of the institutions of the European 
Union in relation to environmental law, and a better knowledge 
of European environmental policy and law.
The main subject of this course is the relationship between com-
panies and the environment. With regard to European environ-
mental law, we will focus on a company’s potential obligations 
and liabilities, as well as on different kinds of incentives to 
protect the environment.
Firstly, students get information on the role in environmental 
policy of the EU as a supranational institution (competences, 
organisation, etc.). Secondly, we will look at the general EU envi-
ronmental principles and policy. Thirdly we will discuss the most 
important and relevant topics within European environmental law 
for companies. These include among others environmental per-
mits, access to environmental information, environmental impact 
assessment, eco-management and audit schemes, climate change 
(emission trading), environmental liability and waste. 

Foundations of the European Union (6 ECTS)
This course is devoted to an in-depth study of institutional EU 
law, within the broader perspective of EU law. Building on basic 
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instruction in EU law, it seeks to bring the students up to the level where they can handle 
institutional EU law matters in a professional or academic context. The four main topics 
of the course are: the ‘horizontal’ division of competences between the institutions of the 
European Union (including legislative and administrative decision-making), the ‘vertical’ 
division of competences between the European Union and the Member States (principles 
of legality, subsidiarity, etc.), the judicial enforcement of EU Law (infringement proceed-
ings and claims before national courts) and the role of the citizen in the European legal 
order (fundamental rights, review of EU action).

Legal English (3 ECTS)
The purpose of the Legal English course is to familiarize students with how to work in an 
English legal and academic setting. In this course, attention is given to the English lan-
guage, whilst the law is the medium. Legal English is a language for specific purposes 
and because it is related to the law, it is system-specific. This means that each legal sys-
tem or sub-system has its own specific terminology and phraseology. Legal English may 
therefore feature in various forms at national, supranational and international level. This 
course covers basic terminology and phraseology specifically related to international 
and European Law. All language skills are practiced: writing, speaking, reading and 
listening. Upon conclusion of the course, the student should feel confident to participate 
in courses on other areas of law that use English as their language of instruction.

Cross Culture Belgium (3 ECTS)
This is an interactive introduction course for foreign students, in order to improve their 
knowledge of guest country Belgium. The course consists of four modules: Language and 
history, European Union, globalisation and politics.

SECOND SEMESTER (FEBRUARY-JUNE)

Introduction to Belgian Law (3 ECTS)
The course introduces students to the Belgian Law system and this from a comparative 
perspective. Topics addressed are aspects of Belgian constitutional and administrative 
law; of Belgian civil law; of Belgian family law; of Belgian penal law; of Belgian labour 
and social security law; of Belgian commercial, trade and company law; and of Belgian 
tax law. All aspects are seen from an international and European perspective.
The course may include a visit to the Brussels Court of Appeal or another Belgian court.

Introduction to the European Union (3 ECTS)
This course starts by providing you with a brief introduction to the EU, its competences, 
and its main institutions. The remaining part of the course focuses on four key topics:
• The principles of EU law governing its application in domestic law: primacy and 

direct effect;
• Fundamental rights protection in the EU;
• The Court of Justice of the EU (jurisdiction, in particular the preliminary reference 

procedure);
• The internal market (the freedom of movement and competition).
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Advanced Employment Law (6 ECTS)
At the end of the Advanced Employmentl Law course students will have gained an 
understanding of (the relevance of) international and European legal instruments in 
the field of social law (labour and social security law). Students are made familiar in 
particular with the (direct and indirect) competences of the European institutions in the 
field of social law. Furthermore, students learn how to handle relevant international and 
European law sources with respect to social law problems in general, including those 
relating to the specific topics that are discussed during this course.
In the first part of the course, the competences of the international and European insti-
tutions in the field of social law are explained. Thus, an overview is given of social law 
standards pronounced by the International Labour Organisation, the Council of Europe 
and the European Union. More specifically, the powers of the European institutions in 
the field of social law are discussed in more detail as well as the instruments that the 
European Union has at its disposal.
In the second part of the course a number of selected topics are addressed, like e.g. 
European and international legislation on the prohibition of discrimination on different 
grounds such as nationality, gender, age, disability and race; employment termination 
rules in different countries; free movement of students (education grants); negotiation 
and mediation in social law, etc.

Law of the Internal Market (6 ECTS)
The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the core of what is known as 
the ‘substantive law’ of the European Community/ the European Union. ‘Law of the 
Internal Market’ is based on two main pillars: firstly, an introduction to the four freedoms 
and secondly, competition law. These constitute the foundation of the economic and 
social order of the European Union. The course deals in detail with the free movement 
of goods (financial and quantitative restrictions), the free movement of persons, the 
freedom of establishment, the free movement of services. It specifically addresses the 
position of family members and the recognition of qualifications. Furthermore atten-
tion is paid to third country nationals, their right to family reunification and long term 
residence. Also addressed are the association agreements concluded between the EU 
and third countries. The free movement of capital and financial services are simi-
larly addressed. In the final part, the course gives an introduction to competition law 
including cartel agreements and concerted practices, the abuse of a dominant position, 
mergers, state monopolies, state aid and the enforcement of competition law.

Law and Power (6 ECTS)
In this course, we study basic concepts and issues of constitutional law. Particular atten-
tion is devoted to: federalism and devolution, fundamental rights protection, constitu-
tional review, and the relationship between the EU and the Member States.
These themes will be addressed from a comparative perspective, with a particular focus 
on the Belgian, British, German, EU and US legal systems.
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International Business Law (6 ECTS)
This course will cover some of the very general principles of 
international business law that govern various commercial 
transactions at the international level. The objective of this course 
is to enable students to answer some crucial questions regarding 
international business and commerce, which includes, but are 
not limited to the following: What is the applicable law for the 
transaction? What are the responsibilities and liabilities of the 
parties involved? Who arranges the carriage contract and who 
is in charge of transporting the goods from one point to another? 
How does the buyer pay the seller?
To help the students answer these questions, this course will focus
on the following subject matters:

• International sale of goods and general contract terms;
• Carriage of goods by land and sea;
• Letter of credit as a payment mechanism;
• International commercial arbitration as one possible way for 
parties to resolve their disputes.
In addition to these core issues, this course will also attempt to 
shed light on various business concerns (e.g. business ethics) and 
current events that is of relevance to this course.

International Law (6 ECTS)
The important role played by international law in international 
relations is evident. International law offers not only a means 
for facilitating international cooperation, but also provides a 

IMPORTANT:  
Exchange students who have 

knowledge of Dutch and 
meet all requirements for 

participation in bachelor and 
master courses of the Dutch 

programme may do so.  
Outlines from the Dutch 

courses can be obtained from: 
www.uhasselt.be/studiegids. 
Please contact the Erasmus 

faculty coordinator for more 
information. 
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psychological barrier against international delinquencies such as 
the waging of unlawful wars, the perpetration of widespread and 
systematic violations of human rights, and the extensive pollution 
of the environment.

Globalisation and Sustainable Development (3 ECTS)
The interdisciplinary course Globalisation and Sustainable 
Development is made up of a series of lectures by experts on 
contemporary topics concerning the relations between the North 
and the South of the world and with particular attention for devel-
opment. In the framework of global relations, these topics cover 
contemporary social phenomena in the South and the respective 
challenges to sustainable development in a variety of domains 

(e.g. education, law, international politics, health, agriculture, 
economics and management, etc.). It exposes students to a 
plurality of perspectives on local and societal challenges at a 
time of unprecedented globalization. The course aims to provide 
a broader and deeper understanding of contemporary global 
issues and to develop students critical abilities with respect to 
other cultures.
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The Erasmus or exchange coordinator at your home university will offer you all the information needed concerning admission and 
application. Furthermore, this person will be able to inform you about the procedure for the study programme, and about the required 
documents.

You can also take a look at our website: www.uhasselt.be/Exchange

ENGLISH  
The language centre CLT, located in Leuven, organises intensive 
courses in English during the month July.  
Website: www.clt.be/CLTSite

Hasselt University also organises free English courses (in the first 
and second semester. More information is provided during the 
orientation programme). For more information, please visit the 
website: www.uhasselt.be/Language-courses

DUTCH  
Hasselt University organises a free, intensive Dutch course for 
exchange students at the beginning of each semester. For more 
information, please visit the website: www.uhasselt.be/Lan-
guage-courses

Furthermore, students can also study Dutch (or another language) 
at language institutes such as PCVO Moderne Talen Hasselt or 
CVO Step. Both institutions offer Dutch language courses on 
various entry levels and at a modest price. For more information, 
please contact evincken@limburg.be or marc.thoelen@uhasselt.be

ADMISSION AND APPLICATION

LANGUAGE COURSES

LANGUAGE E-LEARNING PACKAGES 
CommArt International, spin-off of Hasselt University, offers a 
varied set of e-learning packages (to learn Dutch and other 
languages) which are characterized by a multimedia approach, 
combining text, sound and image. 

The LinguaCom e-learning modules aim at the communicative 
beginners’ level A1-A2 of the Common European Framework of 
Reference for Languages (price: ca. 40 euro) 

The Plurilingua series, nominated as one of the best Leonardo da 
Vinci products, focuses on linguistic aspects as well as intercultural 
differences which influence the communication process (price: 
between 60 and 120 euro, depending on the source language). 

For more information, please consult the website:
www.commart.eu/en/ or contact: info@commart.eu



Hasselt is situated at the heart of Europe, within a stone’s throw of 
cities such as Brussels, Liège (French speaking part of Belgium), 
Aachen (Germany) and Maastricht (the Netherlands), while Paris 
and London are within a couple of hundred kilometres. 

Hasselt has a population of 76 000 and is the administrative and 
commercial centre of the province.
 
Hasselt is a dynamic student town where young people feel 
comfortable. It organizes all kinds of theatrical performances, 

Information about application, insurance, accom-
modation, etc. can be obtained from the mobility 
officer at the student administration:

If you have any questions concerning your choice 
of courses, please contact the faculty coordinator:

HASSELT: DYNAMIC STUDENT TOWN
music and pop festivals, either open air or in the well-known Ethias 
Arena. In addition, there is a large cinema near the campus. To 
get a genuine taste of Hasselt you can visit the numerous cosy res-
taurants and cafés dotted all over town. You can visit the Jenever 
(Gin) Museum, St. Quentin’s Cathedral, the prestigious Fashion 
Museum, the City Museum, the Virga Jesse Basilica, the beautiful 
Japanese Garden and the town’s many green oases. Hasselt is not 
only the capital of taste but also of the real ‘bon vivant’!

Contact

 Erika Vandersmissen

 erika.vandersmissen@uhasselt.be

 +32 11 26 81 69

 Ingrid Vrancken

 Ingrid.vrancken@uhasselt.be

 +32 11 26 90 24




