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Hasselt University is pleased to announce the second edition of the Young Legal
Researchers Conference. This conference will take place on 17 December 2021 at the
Law Faculty of Hasselt University (Martelarenlaan 42, 3500 Hasselt) in a hybrid
setting. As a civic and young university, Hasselt University is committed to and for
society. In line with this young nature and civic approach, the aim of this conference
is to bring together young researchers (PhD researchers and postdocs) to make their
research known and gain from the insights of experts outside academia.

Thanks to the lessons learnt during 2020, the second edition of the YLRC will be held
both physically and online. Researchers opting to attend physically will be welcomed
at the Law Faculty buildings whereas those wishing to attend online will be able to do
so with equal opportunities to present, engage and enjoy.

Participants at the 2nd edition of YLRC will be able to present their research as well
as engage in a debate with fellow researchers in an online setting. In addition, to
encourage both physical and online attendees to socialize and to promote the
development of an international network of young legal researchers, networking
booths will be available for participants to tear down the divide between online and
offline conference participation, enabling online participants to easily and equally
interact with the young academics who are physically attending the conference.

The overarching theme of the conference will be: “Moving forward: Building
societal resilience through law”.

Societal resilience is a concept that has many different connotations and can cover
many different disciplines. Societal resilience conveys strength, vigour, toughness,
but also elasticity, adaptability and flexibility of societies. Its ultimate goal is the
capability of handling and absorbing the shock of (future) disruptions but also
developing and formulating answers and solutions no matter their nature (e.g.
economic crisis, environmental matters, health-related issues).

Major challenges, such as the current Covid-19 crisis/pandemic, provide for an
excellent opportunity for societies to rebuild, to lay new and stronger foundations or
to reflect on possible systemic changes and opportunities for improvement. As part
of our duties as legal scholars, we need to take a step forward and be proactive.



The aim of the conference is to examine legal issues in view of creating a stronger
and more flexible society, a resilient society, and to allow participants to propose and
exchange ideas to move forward.

Some examples of possible topics:

- Environmental challenges (low-carbon technologies, circular economy,
sustainable development, trade, etc.);

- Digitalisation and innovation (smart contracts, blockchain, AI, etc.);
- Challenges of a transformative society (effects of other sciences on the law,

transnational governance and governance reforms, international cooperation
and solidarity, alternative forms of regulation);

- Welfare and healthcare; lessons learned after the COVID-19 crisis (data
protection, vaccine patents, vaccination obligations etc.)

- Human rights and development, social justice and just transition as tools to
build societal resilience, diversity and inclusivity

The list above is indicative. All topics that lie within the overarching theme will be
considered, regardless of the field of law. Participants are welcome to come up with
topics outside the list of examples.

To express their interest, young researchers are invited to submit an abstract in
English before November 19th 2021:

- The abstract should not exceed 400 words (including title) and should contain
the aim of the presentation, some main points and a brief conclusion;

- A short biography of the researcher (max. 150 words) should be included in
the submission;

- Acceptance of the abstract will be communicated at the latest by 26 November
2021;

- Abstracts shall be sent to ylrc@uhasselt.be;
- Participation in the conference is free, but registration is necessary.

Registrations will open on 26 November 2021. You can find the registration
form on the conference’s website [www.uhasselt.be/ylrc] (physical places may
be limited depending on health and safety regulations).

In addition to an innovative hybrid formula, this year the format of the conference
will take on some other original aspects. A legal research poster contest will be
organised to inspire young researchers to compose a visual representation of their
research. A dedicated call for the posters with more information and practical
instructions will follow in due time.

If you have any further questions, do not hesitate to have a look at the website
[www.uhasselt.be/ylrc] or contact us via mail [ylrc@uhasselt.be].
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