
Continuity of Care as part of patient safety and Quality of Care; Measures in a 
developmental setting 
 
 
 
Problem statement	
Focusing on Patient Safety and Quality of Care is intended to prevent poor health outcomes. An 

important aspect of patient safety and Quality of Care identified by both the World Health 

Organization is guaranteeing continuum of care for patients and their families. With people going 

through the different parts of the health care system, information can be missed, errors can be 

made, leaving patient vulnerable and prone to poor outcome.   

Suriname is in the top 5 countries of Latin-American and Caribbean region with the highest maternal 

mortality ratio and Cardiovascular diseases, HIV and perinatal causes are in the top 10 causes of 

death in the country. With little human resources and striving towards universal health coverage it 

is important for the government to set up systems to monitor and easily identify gaps throughout 

the health care system. But with poor health information system this is not an easy task. For 

Suriname it is important to set up a monitoring framework for the Ministry of Health to identify gaps 

within the continuum of Care. This will lead to the formulation of evidence-based interventions using 

the scarcely available resources.  

 

 

Objectives	
This proposal will focus on 3 main objectives:	

1. To define Continuum of Care for Suriname in comparison with International practices and 

looking at different patient populations	
2. To evaluate the Continuum of Care for different patient populations by secondary use of 

available data  

3. To assess factors influencing the continuum of care and set up a standardized monitoring 

system  

 

 

Methodology 

For objective 1, a literature review will be done to assess the international focus on patient safety 

and quality of care in relation to guaranteeing and measuring the continuum of care for patient 

groups. This will provide insight in what is happening globally and additional areas of focus to further 

improve universal health coverage.  	
 

For Objective 2 information from the literature review will be used to compare it to the current 

situation and priorities in Suriname. This will be done by utilizing information from existing 

surveillance systems. The continuum of care for the different patient groups will be analyzed and 

outcomes will be determined. 

Under objective 3 factors influencing different steps in the continuum of care will be identified. Also 

a structural approach to regularly monitor the continuum of Care for different patient populations 

will be suggested.	



 

 

Added value	
The novelty for this proposal lies in the fact that although measuring the continuation of care for 

patients’ populations such as People living with HIV, is frequently done in developed countries, 

developing countries such as Suriname often have difficulties. The health information systems are 

often poorly developed and measuring the flow of people through the health care is difficult. 

Measuring and creating a system to monitor progress will provide insight in the gaps within the 

healthcare system. With this proposal a foundation for looking at patient safety indicators at the 

national level for tailored interventions will be developed. This by using existing surveillance systems 

and data sources and structuring data use and availability.	
 

 


