
WORKSHOP
Climate Justice: Sharing European and African Perspectives

Wednesday, July 27, 2022
12.00-1.30 pm

University of Pretoria, Faculty of Law, Law 1-31 (in person) and on Zoom

Bold and ambitious action against climate change has become an imperative at all latitudes of the globe. As the dreadful
impacts of climate change are increasingly tangible, governments and the private sector are called upon to adopt
effective measures to fight global warming and provide adaptive measures to the onsetting consequences of climate
change.

Against this backdrop, there is a compelling case to ensure that all ethical, political, and social aspects of climate change
are being voiced across all continents under the umbrella of climate justice. The climate justice movement has led to a
staggering number of initiatives, including before courts to hold public and private bodies accountable for their inaction
against climate change. Climate justice serves to advance human rights, particularly for those most vulnerable to
climate impacts, and least responsible for the crisis, to ensure a fair share of climate burdens and benefits within and
across generations and nations, as well as to enhance gender equality and equity. Notably, climate justice was recently
recognised by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) as a pivotal driver of climate governance
worldwide.

This workshop, jointly organised by University of Pretoria and Hasselt University, will thus address key underlying issues
related to climate justice on the European and African continents with a specific focus on the human rights and
intergenerational dimensions of climate change.

RSVP for catering purposes for in person attendance or to get Zoom details for virtual attendance here.

For queries, contact:

Prof. Melanie Murcott – melanie.murcott@up.ac.za, or
Dr. Matteo Fermeglia – matteo.fermeglia@uhasselt.be

https://forms.gle/4eJ86a4g4BdSWkR88
mailto:melanie.murcott@up.ac.za
mailto:matteo.fermeglia@uhasselt.be


WORKSHOP PROGRAMME

11.45-12.00: Light refreshments 

12.00-12.10: Welcome and opening remarks – Prof. Melanie Murcott (University of 
Pretoria)

12.10-12.30: Keynote address – Prof. Carole Billiet (Hasselt University), Climate 
Change Litigation in Europe: a short story of a hard ride

12.30-12.45: Lindlyn Moma (University of Pretoria), The mandate of the right to a 
healthy environment in a just transition to clean energy production within the African 
Union

12.45-1.00: Kata Dozsa (Antwerp University), Children’s rights and 
intergenerational aspects in European and international climate change litigation

1.00-1.15: Zanele Feng (University of Pretoria), The invisible children: A climate 
justice approach to child refugee law in South Africa and Uganda

1.15-1.20: Nomsa Maswera (Tuks4ClimateJustice), The role of climate litigation by 
youth activists to hold corporations and governments accountable for climate change 
impacts

1.20-1.30: Q&A and concluding remarks – Dr. Matteo Fermeglia (Hasselt 
University)



SPEAKERS BIOS

Prof. Melanie Murcott is an Associate Professor of
Environmental and Administrative Law. She teaches and
researches on the intersections among social,
environmental, climate and interspecies justice. Her current
focus is on climate law and governance in South Africa. She
co-leads a Global Network for Human Rights and the
Environment project on Climate Litigation in the Global
South.

Prof. Carole Billiet is the head of the Environmental Law
Unit at the UHasselt. Her main research interests today
focus on climate change litigation and the valuation of
biodiversity in permitting and sanctioning decisions
regarding actions causing legal and illegal biodiversity
damage. She combines her academic work with practice.
She is the lead lawyer in the Belgian climate case and is
involved in other strategic litigation cases.

Lindlyn Moma is an LLD student at the Centre for Human
Rights at the University of Pretoria. Her dissertation is
titled: “The mandate of the right to a healthy environment in
a just transition to clean energy production. A focus on
South Africa”. She combines a human rights law background
with her passion for the environment to tackle climate
change and promote ecological justice. She is a human
rights lawyer and environmental activist with over 20 years
of challenging human and environmental rights violations in
Africa.



Zanele Fengu is a masters student at the Centre for Human Rights,
University of Pretoria in the Human Rights and Democratization in Africa
LLM Programme. With a keen interest in the areas of Human Rights Law
and Refugee Law, Zanele hopes to contribute toward policy reform in the
country and on the continent to enable a more inclusive, sustainable and
democratic society. Her research grapples with the implications of
climate displacement for climate refugees, particularly children.

Kata Dozsa is a postdoctoral research associate in the Law and
Development Research Group at University of Antwerp Law Faculty. Her
research interests include areas of environmental and climate change
law linked to human rights, in particular, children’s rights. She has
worked for the European Commission as press officer for Climate Action
and later as policy officer for the rights of the child. Her PhD (University
of Antwerp, 2021) focused on environmental citizenship and public
participation of children in climate change governance. As a postdoctoral
researcher, she seeks to explore how children’s access (or the lack of it)
to various public spaces of participation in climate change matters form
their citizenship rights, status and practices.

Nomsa Maswera is an LLB student at the University of Pretoria, and a
member of the Tuks4ClimateJustice Society at the University. She is part
of the Education working group of the Society, which seeks to educate
students at the University about climate justice. Nomsa will discuss the
role of climate litigation by youth activists for climate justice in holding
corporations and the government accountable for climate change
impacts.

Dr. Matteo Fermeglia is Assistant Professor and Post-Doctoral
Assistant at the University of Hasselt, where he teaches European
Environmental Law and European Climate and Energy Law. In fall 2017,
Dr. Fermeglia was a Visiting Scholar at Columbia Law School,
collaborating with the Sabin Center for Climate Change Law and the
Columbia Center for Sustainable Investment.


