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1.​ Conference theme  

Hasselt University's Faculty of Law is pleased to announce the sixth edition of the Young Legal 

Researchers Conference, scheduled for Friday, 5 December 2025. The conference will be held in 

person at Hasselt University's city campus. As always, the aim of the conference is to bring together 

young researchers (primarily PhD and postdoctoral researchers) to share, discuss, and exchange ideas 

on their research with one another. 

This sixth edition marks a symbolic moment: 25 years into the new millennium. Over this period, 

the legal landscape has been continuously reshaped by globalisation, rapid technological 

developments, evolving political dynamics, and shifting societal expectations. Legal systems have 

undergone significant reforms, confronted new forms of complexity, and achieved key 

breakthroughs—while also facing notable shortcomings and persistent challenges. The 2025 

conference, therefore, invites participants to critically reflect on these milestones, exploring how past 

developments have shaped contemporary legal thought and what they mean for the future. 

Accordingly, the 6th Young Legal Researchers Conference welcomes presentations from all areas of 

law, including interdisciplinary legal research, that engage with this year’s theme:​

“Quarter-Century Milestones: The Next Generation's Reflections on Legal Breakthroughs and 

Drawbacks.” 
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2.​ Conference Schedule 
 

Time Event Location 

09:30 - 10:00 Registration  Café Cour Campus Oude 
Gevangenis - Hasselt University 

10:00 - 10:15 Welcome speech 
 
Prof. dr. Petra Foubert, Dean of 
the Law Faculty and Professor at 
Hasselt University 

Aula Louis Roppe (OG-Aud2) 

10:15 - 10:45 Keynote speech: The Power of 
Alternative Methods: Feminist and 
Queer Approaches for Young 
Legal Researchers  
 
Prof. Dr. Pieter Cannoot, Assistant 
Professor of Law and Diversity at 
Ghent University 

Aula Louis Roppe (OG-Aud2) 

10:50 - 12:20 Parallel Sessions (I) See table below  

12:20 - 13:30 Group photo and lunch Cafe Cour /Panopticon 

13:30 - 15:00 Parallel Sessions (II) See table below 

15:00 - 15:30 Coffee break Cafe Cour  

15:30 - 16:45 Parallel Sessions (III) See table below 

16:50 - 17:20 Keynote speech: A (right to) a 
perfect PhD Journey? 
 
Dr. Aurelie Cassiers, Guest Lector 
at University of Namur 

Aula Louis Roppe (OG-Aud2) 

17:20 - 17:30 Closing remarks and 
announcement winner poster 
competition 
 
Dr. Loth Van Der Auwermeulen,  
Postdoctoral researcher and 
research manager at Hasselt 
University 

Aula Louis Roppe (OG-Aud2) 

17:30 Reception Cafe Cour  

 
 

Panellists will have 10 minutes to present their research, followed by 5 minutes of discussion time, during which 

they will answer questions from the audience.  
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3.​ Session details 
 

Parallel Sessions I 
10:50 - 12:20 

 

Room Session Moderator Presentations 

FR 0.01 AI as a Legal Breakthrough and its 
Drawbacks  

PhD Candidate 
Isabelle 
Vanwalleghem 

1.​ Katarzyna Clapinska - AI regulation vs practice. 
Who is going to protect us against AI? 
 

2.​ Ravan Mansurov - The Deepfake Threat to 
Electoral Integrity: EU Legal Milestones, 
Structural Gaps, and Toward Resilient Electoral 
Governance (2018–2026) 
 

3.​ Pratiksha Ashok - The junk food of the internet, 
AI Slop 
 

4.​ Tomasz Kosicki - Composite Proceedings as a 
Challenge to Effective Judicial Protection in the 
AI Regulatory Ecosystem, Structural Analysis and 
Reform Proposals 

FR 0.02 Evolving Constitutionalism, Ethical 
Challenges and Human Rights 
Breakthroughs  

Prof. dr. Jo Badisco  1.​ Lizeth Guadalupe Moreno Marquez - Between 
Ethics and Obligation: Institutional Conscientious 
Objection in Medicine in Legal Perspective 
 

2.​ Emanuela Costanzo - The Transformation of 
Citizenship in the Context of the European 
Integration Process 
 

3.​ Stephanie Regalia - The nature of corporate 
human rights due diligences obligations: to what 
extent can we draw from international human 
rights law to interpret corporate obligations? 

 
4.​ Oskar Kosenda - Safety Valve or Trojan Horse? 

Constitutional Pluralism in Times of Populist 
Backlash 
 

FR 0.03 The Green Paradox: Legal 
Breakthroughs and Drawbacks in 
Environmental Protection 
 

Prof. dr.  
Jonas Voorter  1.​ Obbie Afri - Smarter Than What? The Stupidly 

Expensive Environmental Cost of Artificial 
Intelligence 

 
2.​ Ifigeneia Tsakalogianni - Sustainable‑by‑Design 

for a PFAS‑Free Future: Integrating Eco‑Design, 
ESG, and Circularity in EU Law 
 

3.​ Anna Maria Totokotsi - From Misleading Ads to 
Green Claims: The Evolution of EU Consumer 
Law in Protecting Consumers from Greenwashing 
 

4.​ Ni Putu Widhia Setiani Asak - The Differential 
Treatment in Climate Change-Based Trade 
Measures 
 

5.​ Xiaoxu Wang - Sustainable AI in Europe: Legal 
Regulation of High-Energy Consumption Models 
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Parallel Sessions II 
13:30 - 15:00 

 

Room Session Moderator Presentations 

FR 0.01 Evolving Justice: Breakthroughs 
and Drawbacks in Law, 
Criminology, and Litigation  

PhD Candidate 
Sharleen Quarem 1.​ Shubhendu Shekhar - Bail A Neutral 

Administrative Process or Punitive Penal Policy in 
The Criminal Justice System of India 
 

2.​ Akram Alasgarov - Digitalisation of open justice: 
audiovisual broadcasting of Crown Court trials on 
social media and post-conviction privacy of 
criminal offenders 
 

3.​ Anastasia Kalantzi - Social Media Evidence in 
Civil Trials: Comparative Reflections from Greek, 
European, and American Law 
 

4.​ Sabina-Andreea Grigore - Fragmented Justice? 
Cooperation in the Domestic Prosecution of 
Extraterritorial Atrocity Crimes 
 

5.​ Karen De Vos - Who Gets to Strike Back in 
Cyberspace? Collective Countermeasures and 
International Law 

FR 0.02 Legal Breakthroughs and 
Drawbacks in the Digital Age and 
Digital Markets  
 
 
 
 
 

PhD Candidate 
Ifigeneia 
Tsakalogianni 

1.​ Chengjia Zhou - Exploring the Epistemic 
Consumer Welfare: Digital Market Manipulation 
as a New Form of Abuse 
 

2.​ Irakli Leonidze - GDPR-Inspired Reforms: The 
Evolution of Data Protection in Georgian Law 

 
3.​ Isabela Maria Rosal - Can Accuracy Survive 

after Death?  
 

4.​ Šimon Svoboda - Obstacles To Effective 
Algorithmic Discrimination Litigation From The 
Vulnerability Perspective: The Laundry List 

FR 0.03 Next-Generation Perspectives on 
Corporate and Financial Law  

PhD Candidate 
Olivia Loyens 1.​ Noémi Suri - European Insolvency Law at the 

Service of Sustainability 
 

2.​ Carolina Serafna Errico - Governing the 
Unseen: Corporate Criminal Liability in the Era of 
Artificial Intelligence 
 

3.​ Paweł Mazur - Equal Access to Corporate 
Information vs Engagement with Key Investors 
 

4.​ József Zoltán Fazakas - Shareholders' Agreement 
in the Hungarian Company Law 
 

5.​ Roel Sprenghers - Between Fiscal 
Instrumentalism and the Instrumentality of Tax 
Law 
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FR 0.04 Evolving Work and Welfare: Legal 
Breakthroughs and Drawbacks in 
Labor and Social Security Law 

Prof. dr.  
Sara Vancleef 1.​ Vince Liégeois - A comparative law 

terminological database for Belgium and the 
Netherlands: A functional introduction based on 
employment contract law 
 

2.​ Agathe Sussan - Prison Labor Law as a creator of 
legal and social Bonds: A Vector for Reintegration 
and Restorative Justice? 
 

3.​ Ninon Ramlot - Recognising Unpaid Domestic 
Work: the Belgian Caregiver Status 
 

4.​ Julien Mabille - A Missed Chance for Collective 
Defense Unions Interventions in Individual French 
Labor Court Cases  
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Parallel Sessions III 
15:30 - 16:45 

 

Room Session Moderator Presentations 

FR 0.01 EU Governance and Public 
Procurement in Transition  

Prof. dr.  
Marie Decock 1.​ Michelle Meys - Public Procurement of 

Innovation in the EU: Balancing Openness and 
Protectionism 
 

2.​ Mateusz Brzeziński - Public Procurement and the 
Access of Third-Country Economic Operators to 
the EU Internal Market 
 

3.​ Marco Sciarra - The Future Enlargement as a 
Challenge to EU Democracy and Stability: the 
Need for a Cautious Transition 
 

4.​ Brecht Plessers - The EU’s Competence Creep, a 
Legal Perspective on Its Many Faces and 
Interpretations 

 

FR 0.02 Vulnerability and Family Law in 
Transition 

Guest Lector dr.  
Aurelie Cassiers 1.​ Salvatore Davide - Unity or Fragmentation? The 

Conflict Between Unitary and Scissionist 
Approaches in EU Succession Law 
 

2.​ Marie Vanloocke - Safeguarding Sexual 
Orientation and Gender Identity (SOGI) and 
Reproductive Rights in an Illiberal Context 
 

3.​ Veronica Greco - Artificial Intelligence in Family 
Law: Opportunities, Challenges, and Comparative 
Legal Perspectives 
 

4.​ Lewhat Kifleyesus - The Hearing of the Member 
States Regarding the EU's  Proposed Online Child 
Abuse Regulation  Subtitle: Exploring the Tension 
between Democracy and Human Rights 

 

FR 0.03 Negotiating Justice: (Alternative) 
Dispute Resolution in Transition  

Prof. dr. 
Matthias 
Vanhullebusch 

1.​ Ata Türkfiliz - Expanding the Frontiers of 
Dispute Resolution Boards: From Construction 
Industry to Life Sciences, Esports, and Possibly 
Space? 
 

2.​ Johan Pahlepi – The ASEAN Way of 
Peace-Making​
 

3.​ Feline Geukens - EU Value-Based Peacemaking: 
Tensions between Normative Commitments and 
International Mediation Standards  
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4.​ Posters 
Legal research can be captured in a graphically attractive way. However, the use of posters is not (yet) 

an established way of presenting and sharing research within legal studies. The YLRC team wants to 

change this, since the creative and simplified presentation of research holds great potential, and is a 

worthwhile skill to develop. Consequently, we provide those persons whose posters have been 

accepted the opportunity to present their posters during the Conference! 

The posters will be presented during the lunch, which takes place from 12.20 until 13.30. During the 

lunch break, the poster presenter will have the opportunity to briefly explain their research topic with 

the help of their poster, while those attending the Conference have the opportunity to explore the 

posters. Of course, do not worry, those presenting their poster will have sufficient time to eat their 

lunch. 

In order to make the posters even more exciting, there will be a poster competition in which the 

attendees of the Conference can vote for their favourite poster! Voting will take place via a QR code, 

which will be distributed on the day of the Conference itself. At the end of the day, the winner of the 

poster competition will be announced.  

We are happy to announce the following posters: 
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Stephanie Regalia - The nature of corporate human rights due diligence obligations 
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Pratiksha Ashok - The Goldilocks Standards: Machine Unlearning Under Emerging Legal 

Frameworks 
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Elora Fernandes & Emma Aldibs - ORCHID- Researching the Impacts of EU Data Law on 

Children's Privacy and Data Protection 
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Vivian Salles Vieira Pinto - Knowing your Parents - Should It Be a Matter of Consent? 
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5.​ List of presenters 
AI as a Legal Breakthrough and its Drawbacks (Session 1, a) 

Katarzyna Clapińska 

Katarzyna Clapińska, LL.M. – graduate of the Faculty of Law and Administration at the University of 
Warsaw (2022), where she defended her master's thesis on the constitutional block of the French Fifth 
Republic. She completed the Master franco-polonais at the French Law Center (UW) and a year-long 
research stay at the University of Paris-Panthéon-Assas. Recipient of the Rector’s Scholarship for 
academic excellence. Since 2023, she has been a PhD candidate at the Doctoral School of Social 
Sciences, working on a dissertation on the French Environmental Charter under the supervision of 
Professor Marek Zubik. She completed internships at the Court of Justice of the European Union (in 
the chambers of Professor Marek Safjan) and the General Court (with Professor Krystyna 
Kowalik-Bańczyk). She has cooperated with USAID and the European Commission as a legal 
consultant. A graduate of the prestigious summer school organized by Yale University and 
Paris-Panthéon-Assas. Former president of the Constitutional Law Student Society “Legislator.” 
Member of the Polish Association for European Law. Currently on a research grant at 
Paris-Panthéon-Assas. 

Ravan Mansurov 

Ravan Mansurov is a Master’s student in the International Law and Human Rights track at Vilnius 
University, focusing on the intersection of human rights, digital governance, and political theory. His 
recent research examines tensions between regulatory evolution and normative constraints, including 
recent work on deepfake-fueled election interference in the EU and constitutional balancing of 
dynamic interpretation against rights proliferation risks. He prepares for doctoral studies, where he is 
particularly interested in how legal evolution interacts with institutional inertia and political 
contingency in the regulation of emerging technologies. 

Pratiksha Ashok 

Pratiksha is a Post Doctoral Researcher at Tilburg University for the EU Horizon 2020 project 
AI4POL and is affiliated with Tilburg Institute for Law, Technology, and Society (TILT) and Tilburg 
Law and Economics Center (TILEC). She holds a PhD in consumer protection and data rights on 
collaborative economy platforms from UC Louvain, Belgium. She was also the legal researcher for 
the PROSECO Project (Platform Regulations and Operations in the Sharing Economy). She has a 
double degree in Business Administration and Law and a Masters in Corporate and Commercial Law 
from India. Her second masters is a Master of Corporate Law, University of Cambridge, UK. She is a 
qualified lawyer in her home state of Karnataka and the Bar Council of India. Her research interests 
include digital regulation, data and consumer law, AI and regulation, comparative law, and global 
studies with perspectives from the Global South. 

Tomasz Kosicki 

Tomasz Kosicki is a research assistant and doctoral candidate at the Department of Administrative 
Law, Institute of Law Studies, Polish Academy of Sciences. He is a scholarship holder of the Minister 
of Science and Higher Education for outstanding achievements; manager of a grant from the National 
Science Centre concerning judicial review of composite proceedings. He has presented at dozens of 
national and international scientific conferences and lectured on administrative law at the Faculty of 
Law, University of Ljubljana (Slovenia), as part of the Erasmus+ programme. He is the author of 
nearly 50 scientific publications in the fields of administrative law and procedure, the europeanization 
of administrative law and local government law; author of a monograph on administrative law 
instruments for disciplining alimony debtors (Wolters Kluwer, Warsaw, pp. 503).  
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Evolving Constitutionalism, Ethical Challenges and Human Rights Breakthroughs (Session 1, b) 

Lizeth Guadalupe Moreno Marquez 

Lizeth Guadalupe Moreno Marquez joined the University of Aberdeen as PhD researcher in March 
2023. Her research focuses on developing a viable regulatory framework for conscientious objection 
in medicine in Mexico. Lizeth’s research interests include international human rights law, public 
international law, constitutional law, and medical ethics. She holds an LLM in Human Rights from the 
University of Aberdeen and an LLB from the Autonomous Metropolitan University, Mexico. Before 
coming to Aberdeen, Lizeth worked at the Mexican Ministry of Economy. She was involved in the 
negotiation of the Pacific Alliance-Singapore Free Trade Agreement and the defence of Mexico in 
Investor-State Dispute Settlement cases. 

Emanuela Costanzo 

Dr. Emanuela Costanzo is a legal scholar specializing in European constitutionalism and citizenship 
theory. She holds a PhD in Theory of Law and the European Political, Economic, and Social Order 
from the University Magna Graecia of Catanzaro, with visiting research at the Universidad Autónoma 
de Madrid and the University of Cambridge. Her research explores the transformation of national 
citizenship into European material citizenship. Dr. Costanzo has worked as a teaching assistant in 
comparative politics and has supported fieldwork projects on the political evolution of Southern 
Europe. She has presented her work at leading academic conferences, including ICON-S and the Max 
Planck Institute. Her publications appear in European Law Open and Ragion Pratica. Beyond 
academia, she has experience managing legal and financial matters as a court-appointed guardian in 
Italy. Fluent in Italian, English, French, and Spanish, Dr. Costanzo brings an interdisciplinary 
perspective to the study of European legal integration. 

Stephanie Regalia 

Stephanie Regalia is a doctoral researcher in the international doctorate programme on business and 
human rights at the Friedrich-Alexander-Universität Erlangen-Nürnberg (FAU). She is also a doctoral 
candidate at the Université Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne under a cotutelle agreement. Prior to her 
doctoral studies, Stephanie studied English Law and French Law at King’s College London and 
Université Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne. She holds a dual master’s degree in international affairs from 
Sciences Po and Columbia University. Stephanie qualified as a lawyer in France and worked at the 
Business and Human Rights Resource Centre in the Just Transition and Natural Resources, and 
Corporate Legal Accountability teams prior to joining the doctorate programme at FAU. Her research 
interests include human rights due diligence laws, just transition, and developments in the 
negotiations of an international treaty on business and human rights. 

Oskar Kosenda 

Oskar Kosenda is a PhD candidate in law at the University of Łódź, specializing in political and legal 
doctrines, constitutional law, and the relationship between law, religion, and politics. He has served as 
Vice President of both the Joseph de Maistre Student Research Circle and the Scientific Circle of 
Constitutional Law. A recipient of multiple Rector’s Scholarships for academic excellence, he has also 
participated in international programs such as the UNIC Summer School in Bilbao. His academic 
activity includes numerous conference presentations on constitutional theory, legal philosophy, and 
political theology, as well as a publication on Ernst-Wolfgang Böckenförde’s thought. Beyond 
academia, he engages in civic education, leading workshops for schools on topics such as 
cyberbullying and criminal law. In 2025, he coordinated a research grant on Böckenförde’s political 
philosophy and contributed to a major project on European integration of Ukraine. 
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The Green Paradox: Legal Breakthroughs and Drawbacks in Environmental Protection 
(Session 1, c) 

Obbie Afri 

Obbie Afri is a PhD candidate in Law and Political Sciences at Károli Gáspár University, Hungary. He 
holds a Master of Arts (MA) in Development Studies from the International Institute of Social Studies 
(ISS), Erasmus University Rotterdam, the Netherlands, and a Master of Law (LLM) in Environmental 
Law from the University of Auckland, New Zealand. His research focuses on climate litigation, 
environmental governance, and corporate accountability in global supply chains. With a professional 
background in public sector auditing and ESG evaluation for state-owned enterprises in Indonesia, he 
brings an interdisciplinary perspective that combines legal, policy, and sustainability insights to his 
work. 

Ifigeneia Tsakalogianni 

Environmental Lawyer admitted to the Athens Bar Association (Greece) and PhD Researcher 
specialising in environmental law and sustainability governance. Currently undertaking doctoral 
research at Hasselt University, Belgium, on the legal regulation of PFAS and the integration of 
circular economy principles into environmental law. Teaching Assistant in EU Environmental Law 
and member of the legal team of the EU Horizon ENFORCE project on citizen participation in 
environmental compliance assurance. With prior experience at DG CLIMA (European Commission), 
as an Environmental Legal and Policy Assistant at the European Parliament, and a strong 
environmental litigation background in Greece, my work combines academic insight with practical 
expertise in EU and national environmental law.  

Anna Maria Totokotsi 

Anna Maria Totokotsi is a PhD candidate at the Faculty of Law and Criminology of Vrije Universiteit 
Brussel. Her research focuses on “The Role of Consumer Rights in Promoting Sustainable 
Consumption in the European Union”. She is a member of the Fundamental Rights Research Centre 
(FRC) and the Brussels Privacy Hub (BPH), working on research projects.  She is also an EU 
qualified lawyer, admitted to the Thessaloniki Bar Association- Greece. 

Ni Putu Widhia Setiani Asak 

Ni Putu Widhia Setiani Asak, S.H., LL.M., is a second-year PhD student researching the role of 
differential treatment in trade measures contributing to international climate targets. Her research 
project examines the compatibility of emerging climate-related trade measures, such as the EU’s 
CBAM and EUDR, with the Paris Agreement and the WTO law. She combines a doctrinal legal 
approach with the analysis of case law and state practice, focusing on how the principle of equity and 
differentiation can shape the interaction of climate and trade regimes. Her research is informed by 
over a decade of professional experience as a diplomat and legal negotiator for Indonesia, including 
involvement in climate change negotiations and the sustainability chapters in trade agreements.  

Xiaoxu Wang 

Xiaoxu Wang has been pursuing a PhD in Law at the University of Groningen since June 2023, 
focusing on the regulation of artificial intelligence within the European Union. I completed my 
undergraduate studies in Law in China, and then earned a Master’s degree in International Business 
Law at the University of Leeds, UK. My research aims to explore how EU legal frameworks can 
address challenges posed by AI, combining insights from both domestic and international legal 
systems. I am particularly interested in understanding the regulatory implications of emerging 
technologies and their practical impact on society.  
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Evolving Justice: Breakthroughs and Drawbacks in Law, Criminology, and Litigation (Session 
2, a) 

Shubhendu Shekhar and Praveen Kumar 

Shubhendu Shekhar is currently pursuing MSc in Criminal Justice Policy at London School of 
Economics and Political Sciences, London, United Kingdom. He is an awardee of the Chevening 
Scholarship, a prestigious award funded by Foreign Commonwealth and Development Office, United 
Kingdom. Alumnus of Clinton Global Initiative University Fellow, Clinton Foundation, New York, 
United States of America. He pursued education from Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai & 
National Law University, Jodhpur. 

Praveen Kumar completed his Ph.D at Jawaharlal Nehru University in New Delhi, India in 2025. He 
is an alumnus of the Tata Institute of Social Sciences (TISS), Mumbai and a TISS Criminal Justice 
Fellow (2016-19) to work with under trial prisoners in Bihar. He is currently Director of LAW 
Foundation, Patna. 

Akram Alasgarov 

I am a lawyer specialised in international human rights law. I have obtained my bachelors in law 
degree from the Academy of Public Administration in Azerbaijan in 2021. In the same year, I was 
offered a place at the University of Wroclaw (Poland) to pursue my LLM degree in International and 
European Law. During my studies between 2021-2023, my tuition fees and living costs have been 
funded by the International Visegrad Fund for excellence in the academic background. Additionally, 
articles written by me have been published in various student law reviews within this period. Since 
January 2024, I have been a PhD candidate at Southampton Law School and currently I am in the 
second year of my research. I actively participate and engage in the law school seminars  and I am 
involved in the editorial board of the Law Review Journal of the School. I intend to continue my 
career in academia. 

Anastasia Kalantzi 

I hold a PhD in Civil Procedure from the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki (2023) and I am 
currently undertaking postdoctoral research on the execution of conservatory and provisional 
measures. I am also currently an Adjunct Faculty Tutor at the  Democritus University of Thrace and 
the Open University of Cyprus. I hold an LLM from the London School of Economics and Political 
Science, as well as the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki and the International Hellenic University. 
During my PhD studies, I conducted research in Luxemburg (MPI), as well as the US (US Business 
Law Academy at Columbia University, New York). I am the author of three monographs, as well as a 
number of contributions, academic articles and case comments, on topics related to civil procedure, 
private international law, arbitration and dispute resolution, both in Greek and English. 

Sabina-Andreea Grigore 

Sabina Grigore is a PhD researcher at the University of Amsterdam. She holds an MSc in 
International Crimes, Conflict and Criminology from Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam and a Double 
Degree in Liberal Arts and Sciences from University College Freiburg and University College 
Maastricht. During her master’s, she focused on the role of civil society organizations (CSOs) in 
investigations conducted by the International Criminal Court, and her bachelor’s research explored the 
relationship between international criminal law and transitional justice in post-communist Romania. 
Her current research examines how domestic prosecutors engage with international actors such as the 
International, Impartial and Independent Mechanism (IIIM), Eurojust, and CSOs in investigating and 
prosecuting extraterritorial atrocity crimes. 
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Karen De Vos 

Karen De Vos is a PhD Researcher and Teaching Assistant in international law at the Leuven Centre 
for Global Governance Studies (KU Leuven), funded by the Research Foundation – Flanders (FWO). 
Under the supervision of Prof. Jan Wouters and Prof. Alexander Mattelaer, her doctoral project 
examines the role of non-injured States in supporting victims of cyber operations. 
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Legal Breakthroughs and Drawbacks in the Digital Age and Digital Markets (Session 2, b) 

Chengjia Zhou 

Chengjia Zhou is a Ph.D. researcher at the Centre for IT & IP Law (CiTiP), KU Leuven. His doctoral 
research, funded by the Chinese Scholarship Council, focuses on the intersection of competition law 
and data protection. He has expertise in competition law and regulatory theory. 

Irakli Leonidze 

Irakli Leonidze is a PhD candidate at the Faculty of Law of Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State 
University (Georgia) and a research fellow at the Faculty of Law of the University of Freiburg 
(Germany). His academic work focuses on family and inheritance law, and he also teaches these 
subjects as an invited lecturer at Tbilisi State University. Additionally, he serves on the editorial board 
of the Faculty’s annual law journals, contributing to its scholarly direction as technical editor. Beyond 
academia, Irakli is a certified court and private mediator and serves as a public servant at the Personal 
Data Protection Service of Georgia, where he is actively involved in policy implementation and legal 
oversight. He is the author of several scholarly articles in the fields of law and public policy. His main 
research and professional interests include family and inheritance law, alternative dispute resolution, 
and data protection. 

Isabela Maria Rosal 

Doctoral researcher at KU Leuven - CiTiP - imec, where she works in different research projects 
around technology and digital law, human rights, personal data protection, competition law, data 
governance and cybersecurity. Her PhD involves studying the right to truth as a possible guiding 
solution to find balance between the rights to information and personal data protection, with a 
comparative approach between Latin America and Europe. She holds a masters' in Law by University 
of Brasília, Brazil. Also has prior experience in the public sector, law firms, and civil society 
organisations.  

Šimon Svoboda 

Šimon Svoboda is a PhD student at the Department of Constitutional Law and Political Science, 
Faculty of Law, Masaryk University, Brno. He completed his master’s degree with a thesis on 
algorithmic discrimination in hiring. His doctoral research focuses on human vulnerability in the 
context of algorithmic discrimination. Alongside his academic work, he serves as an assistant to a 
judge at the Constitutional Court of the Czech Republic and is a member of the Ministry of Interior 
working group on the ethical and responsible use of AI in public administration in the Czech 
Republic. He is also active in human rights education as a co-organiser of the annual “Human Rights 
School” run by NGO Pro Bono Alliance. 
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Next-Generation Perspectives on Corporate and Financial Law (Session 2, c) 

Noémi Suri 

Dr Noémi Suri, Ph.D., LL.M., is an Associate Professor at the Faculty of Law and Political Sciences, 
Pázmány Péter Catholic University, Budapest, Hungary.. She completed her legal studies at the same 
institution, graduating summa cum laude in 2011, followed by a PhD in Law and Political Sciences in 
2018, also summa cum laude, with research focusing on inheritance law. She later obtained a Diploma 
in English Law and Legal Skills from the British Law Centre (University of Cambridge, 2018–2019) 
and an LL.M. in Economic Law from Pázmány Péter Catholic University (2020–2021). Dr Suri has 
held various academic positions at the Department of Civil Procedure Law, progressing from trainee 
and lecturer to assistant professor (2019–2024), and currently serves as Associate Professor. Since 
2020, she has also been a researcher at the Ferenc Mádl Institute of Comparative Law. Her main 
research areas include civil procedure law, European civil procedure law, and insolvency proceedings. 

Carolina Serafna Errico 

Carolina Serafina Errico is a PhD student specialising in public law studies at the University of Rome 
Tor Vergata. Her research focuses on analysing the criminal liability of companies for offences 
committed by or through the use of AI systems, with a particular focus on its impact on corporate 
governance and compliance. She graduated with honours with a Master's degree in Business Law 
from the University of Bari Aldo Moro, where she was a research fellow. Having already qualified to 
practise law in Italian jurisdiction, she gained significant experience working at law firms in Bari and 
Milan. She currently works in the legal department of a leading air logistics company and has 
published articles and case law notes in several legal journals. Her research interests include criminal 
law, artificial intelligence, and corporate governance. She has explored the latter two during her II 
Level Master's degree in “Business and Company Law: European and International Perspectives” 

Paweł Mazur 

Paweł Mazur is an assistant professor at SWPS University in Warsaw, where he teaches civil and 
commercial law, and a research fellow at Mykolas Romeris University in Vilnius, conducting research 
under a grant from the Research Council of Lithuania. He holds an LL.M. in Corporate Law from 
New York University School of Law and a PhD in civil law from the University of Warsaw. In 
addition to his academic work, he practices in the M&A department of a leading law firm in Warsaw. 

József Zoltán Fazakas 

Graduated summa cum laude from the University of Miskolc Faculty of Law in 2007, earning the 
Golden Study Medal. He passed the Bar Exam in 2011 and completed an LL.M. in Economic Law 
(2019, excellent) and a PhD (2021, summa cum laude) at Pázmány Péter Catholic University. Since 
2008 he has lectured at Pázmány Péter University and has practised as an attorney-at-law since 2011, 
serving as managing partner of Fazakas Law Office, Budapest. He has held research and leadership 
roles e at the Ministry of Justice - Ferenc Mádl Institute of Comparative Law and the Central 
European Academy of University of Miskol, and since 2022 has been Associate Professor at Károli 
Gáspár University. His distinctions include the Wolters Kluwer Legal Award (2016) and the 
Ministerial Award of the Hungarian Minister of Justice (2022). His research interests cover 
constitutional, civil, commercial, and minority law, and he speaks Hungarian, English, Dutch, and 
German. 
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Roel Sprenghers 

Roel Sprenghers obtained his Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in Law from the Catholic University of 
Leuven. He subsequently completed a postgraduate program in Tax Law and Tax Practice at the 
Fiscale Hogeschool in Brussels, after which he began his traineeship as a lawyer in September 2023, 
focusing on tax and corporate law. Since March 2025, he has been pursuing doctoral research at 
Hasselt University (UHasselt), where his work explores the regulatory function of tax law in relation 
to the European sustainability objectives.  
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Evolving Work and Welfare: Legal Breakthroughs and Drawbacks in Labor and Social Security 
Law (Session 2, d) 

Vince Liégeois  

Vince Liégeois is a junior researcher (serving as a lawyer-linguist) at the Dutch Language Institute, 
and a lecturer at University College Ghent and Ghent University. He previously held a position as 
visiting lecturer at KU Leuven and is a remunerated member of the Terminology Commission of the 
German-speaking Community for German legal terminology in Eupen. He holds a PhD in Language 
Sciences from the University of Burgundy and in Romance Linguistics from HHU Düsseldorf. 

Agathe Sussan 

27-year-old PhD candidate in Law, under a CIFRE contract at IRJS Paris 1, affiliated with CASP. The 
research focuses on labour law in prisons, with a particular interest in issues of reintegration and 
ethics within social law. Educated at the Sorbonne, holding a Master’s degree (M1) in General Private 
Law and a Master’s degree (M2) in Law of Persons and Family. The research examines how labour 
law can create social bonds and promote the reintegration of incarcerated individuals. Social law, and 
particularly its ethical dimension, occupies a central place in this reflection. 

Ninon Ramlot 

I am a PhD candidate in social security law at the Université libre de Bruxelles, affiliated with the 
Centre for Public and Social Law. My doctoral research examines the social protection of 
non-standard workers, focusing on gaps and challenges in existing legal frameworks. Beyond my 
thesis, I am particularly interested in how the welfare state recognises work and non-work. I 
investigate how social policies, alongside paid employment, acknowledge other socially valuable 
activities, and how periods of work and non-work are structured and evaluated across the life course. 
Combining legal analysis with social policy perspectives, my research assesses the mechanisms 
through which social law integrates diverse forms of activity. It sheds light on the potential for more 
inclusive approaches to social protection, exploring how the state can recognise and support a broader 
spectrum of socially useful contributions beyond traditional, market-oriented employment. 

Julien Mabille 

J. Mabille is a 4th year PhD researcher at Paris 1 University in France. He conducts his research while 
working as a legal expert in a federation of unions.  
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EU Governance and Public Procurement in Transition (Session 3, a) 

Mateusz Brzeziński 

Mateusz Brzeziński, master of law, LLM, DBA – PhD candidate at the Faculty of Law and 
Administration, University of Warsaw.  

Michelle Meys 

Michelle obtained her bachelor’s and master’s degree in law at Hasselt University. In July 2025, she 
joined the university  as a PhD-researcher in administrative law. Her research focuses on the access of 
third-country providers to the EU innovation procurement market. Related to her research, she is also 
involved in the Health Innovation Procurement Support Services (HIPSS- project, funded by the 
European Commission, where she contributed as a member of the legal team. 

Marco Sciarra 

Marco is a PhD student at the Law Department of “Roma Tre” University, with an interdisciplinary 
academic background in the fields of law, political science and economics. 

Brecht Plessers 

Brecht Plessers is a research and teaching assistant in European law at Vrije Universiteit Brussel 
(VUB). He holds a Bachelor’s and Master’s degree in Law (KU Leuven, 2020 and 2022) and an 
Advanced Master’s degree in European Law (ULB, 2023). Before joining VUB in October 2024, 
Brecht worked as lawyer at the Brussels Bar, specializing in public and environmental law. Brecht has 
a keen interest in EU constitutional law, and specifically in the relationship between the EU and 
national sovereignty. His doctoral research focuses on EU fundamental rights and the distribution of 
competences between the EU and its Member States. In addition to his research activities, Brecht 
teaches Methodology of Law II courses to Bachelor’s students. 
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Vulnerability and Family Law in Transition (Session 3, b) 

Salvatore Davide 

Salvatore Davide is a young legal professional whose career combines legal practice, research, and 
teaching. He trained at LCA Law Firm in Milan, where he worked on litigation and advised 
multinational clients. At the same time, he is pursuing his Ph.D. in International Law in Naples, 
collaborating with the International Law chairs and organizing seminars on pressing global issues. He 
has broadened his education with experiences in Paris, Montréal, New York, and The Hague. He 
contributes to academic projects and training initiatives, including coaching the Jessup Moot Court 
team, fostering the growth of young legal scholars. 

Marie Vanloocke 

I am currently a teaching assistant in constitutional law at UCLouvain, in the process of starting a 
PhD. My main area of research is that of fundamental rights, particularly sexual orientation and 
gender identity (SOGI) as well as reproductive rights, which I study in the context of illiberalism. I 
also include insights from EU law into my research, in particular the EU's response to the rule of law 
backsliding.  

Veronica Greco 

Veronica Greco is a university assistant and doctoral candidate at the Institute for Italian Law of the 
University of Innsbruck. She focuses on Italian private law, family law, and comparative law. Born in 
the province of Rome and raised in South Tyrol, Greco bridges Italy’s cultural and linguistic diversity. 
She earned her bilingual Italian law degree from the University of Innsbruck in 2024.  

Lewhat Kifleyesus 

Lewhat Arefaine Kifleyesus holds a bachelor's degree in law and has completed her master's studies in 
International Social Welfare and Health Policy at Oslo Metropolitan University (Oslo Met) in 
Norway. She is currently pursuing another master’s degree in ICT law at the University of Oslo, 
Norway. She has conducted research focusing on EU governance, child protection, and the 
intersection of digital regulation and normative political theory. She has over five years of legal 
experience, having worked at the Ministry of Justice of Eritrea as a researcher and staff attorney. 
Additionally, she served as a public notary at the High Court of Eritrea. She has also worked with the 
CEDAW convention in Geneva, representing Eritrea on women's rights and human rights. In Norway, 
she has worked at ECPAT Norway and as a researcher with the PANSOC research center at Oslo Met 
University, contributing to advocacy efforts on EU legislation addressing online child sexual abuse. 
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Negotiating Justice: (Alternative) Dispute Resolution in Transition (Session 3, c) 

Ata Türkfiliz  

Ata Türkfiliz is a doctoral scholarship holder in the field of judicial law and extrajudicial conflict 
resolution at the UAntwerp Faculty of Law (Law Enforcement Research Group), conducting PhD 
research using doctrinal and empirical methods on the resolution of disputes arising within contractual 
relationships in the space sector. He is the Chief Legal Officer at Space for Climate and a registered 
attorney with the Istanbul Bar. He also serves as the Secretary General of IMLSA and is a researcher 
in the IISL Working Group on the Future of the Moon Agreement. He holds degrees from Saarland 
University (LL.M. in European and International Law with specializations in International Dispute 
Resolution and Foreign Trade and Investment), Istanbul University (LL.M.), and Bilkent University 
(BA in Law). He regularly presents on the intersection between technology and dispute resolution at 
international forums, including the Association for Conflict Resolution of Greater New York and 
Durham University. 

Johan Pahlepi  

Johan is an LL.M graduate from the Faculty of Law, Maastricht University. He is a research associate 
at the Centre for International Law, National University of Singapore. From 2017 to 2024, he served 
as associate legal officer at the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) Secretariat in 
Jakarta, acting as the main focal point for the depositary of all ASEAN treaties and playing a key role 
in the negotiation, implementation and monitoring of numerous ASEAN treaties. He also served as 
one of the rapporteurs for the negotiation of the ASEAN Extradition Treaty (2021 to 2024) and 
facilitated various international legal cooperation initiatives within the ASEAN Senior Law Officials 
Meeting (ASLOM) and the Senior Officials’ Meeting of the Central Authorities on Mutual Legal 
Assistance in Criminal Matters (SOM MLAT). 

Feline Geukens  

Feline Geukens obtained her Bachelor’s degree in Law from the University of Hasselt and her 
Master’s degree from the Catholic University of Leuven. She went on to complete an LL.M. in 
International and European Public Law at the Catholic University of Leuven, after which she joined 
the Department of Animal Welfare of the Flemish Government as a paralegal. In September 2025, she 
returned to the University of Hasselt as a PhD researcher in mediation and negotiation. Her doctoral 
research examines the European Union’s value-based approach to mediation within the international 
legal order. 
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6.​ Access to Wi-Fi 
Access to the Wi-Fi is possible by creating a UHasselt guest account via the following link: 
https://wifi.uhasselt.be/ 

7.​ Contact information  
For further information about the conference, please contact the Organization Committee at 

ylrc@uhasselt.be 
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